
BOOK OVERVIEW
!
Deuteronomy 

Author: Moses!
Date: about 1400 B.C.!
Recipients: the nation of Israel!!
Summary: a repeat of the laws given at 
Mt. Sinai.!
Key words: hear (50 times), do/keep/
observe (177 times), love (21 times)!!
Key verses: Deuteronomy 10:12–13!!
Notes:!

This book covers about two months of 
time just prior to the entry into Canaan.!

Moses repeats God’s laws partly 
because most of the Israelites had been 
born after the laws were originally given 
at Mt. Sinai.!

Deuteronomy is quoted in fourteen of 
the New Testament books. When Jesus 
was tempted by Satan in the wilderness, 
he quoted from this book exclusively.!

Chapter 32 is sometimes referred to 
as Moses’ “swan song,” his last words to 
the Israelites. !

Obviously, Moses did not write the last 
chapter of this book, which describes his 
death. Many scholars believe that Joshua, 
to whom Moses passed the mantle of 
leadership, wrote the first eight verses 
and Ezra wrote the last four verses; but 
this is uncertain.
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