BOOK OVERVIEW

Ruth

Author: probably Samuel
Date: about 1075 B.C.
Recipients: not indicated

Summary: God’s providence in preserving
the line of the Messiah

Key word: kinsman (14 times), redeem
(9 times)
Key verses: Ruth 1:16

Notes:

This is one of two books in the Bible
that have a woman as the main character.
The other is the book of Esther.

The story, which covers about ten
years of time, takes place during the era
of the Judges. (Ruth 1:1)

The kinsman-redeemer was a near
relative who had the right to redeem a
person or property from bondage by
paying the debt that had been incurred.

Boaz could act on Ruth’s behalf only
after a relative closer to Ruth refused to
accept his responsibility.

Boaz, as the kinsman-redeemer for
Ruth, serves as a type of Christ who
serves as our Kinsman-Redeemer.

In Israel, property should not be sold
outside of the family. If it were, the
property had to be returned to the family
in the year of Jubilee.(Leviticus 25:10)
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