
BOOK OVERVIEW
!
I Kings 

Author: unknown, possibly Jeremiah!
Date: unknown (before the Babylonian 
captivity ended)!
Recipients: possibly the Jews in exile.!
Key word: King (250 times)!!
Summary: The reign of Solomon, the 
history of the divided kingdom beginning 
with Rehoboam in Judah (the Southern 
Kingdom) and Jeroboam I in Israel (the 
Northern Kingdom).!!
Key verses: I Kings 2:12, 11:9-11!!
Notes:!

The book covers about 126 years, 
960–834 B.C., from the death of David to 
the death of Jehoshaphat.!

I Kings and II Kings were one book in 
the Hebrew scriptures. It was divided by 
the translators of the Greek Septuagint 
about 400 A.D.!

The book ends with the reign of 
Judah’s good King Jehoshaphat (their 
fourth king) and Israel’s evil King Ahaziah 
(their eighth king). !

Solomon’s choice of wisdom from God 
is recorded in I Kings 3:5-14.!

The book records the ministry of the 
prophet Elijah. (Chs. 17-19, 21) Elijah on 
Mt. Carmel. (18:16-46) The prophet Elisha 
becomes Elijah’s protégé. (19:19-21)
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