A fascinating and potent critique of historical church structures.Taking a hard look at how this is
affecting our function in the gospel today. As well as your unique voice for Christ.

Part 1: The Romanization of the Church
and the Feudal Foundation

I. The Fall of Rome and the Formation of the Middle Ages

The Collapse: Rome fell through a combination of inner corruption, barbarian invasions,
and mismanagement. Having conquered so much territory, it became impossible to
defend. The political turmoil and the wars resulting from barbarian invasions caused the
advanced civilization of Rome and its education systems to fall backward, resulting in
mass illiteracy.

A New Era: This collapse created a power vacuum. My personal conviction has always
been that no civilization or government can thrive and prosper without the King of Kings.
Without a godly mind to live by the principles of God, the fall was inevitable; it was a
godless society that served the enemy of God.

The Transition: This created a new era, a new culture we call the Middle Ages, which
lasted a thousand years. As Rome fell, the church did not just step into the gap—it
became Romanized. Christianity became legally and ultimately bound to the state,
creating a psychological dependency and deep spiritual gaps we are still suffering from
today.

The "Roman Forest": One could say that the Middle Ages became a reflection of fallen
Rome, or its inheritance in an order of succession. As a forest continues to the next
season, the grass becomes brush, the brush evolves to saplings, and the saplings
become small trees. These small trees accumulate to create the forest. This "Roman
forest" stands today between our understanding of ministry and conflicts obscurely with
the edicts of ancient Rome.

Il. The Feudal Foundation: A Hierarchy Against Christ

The Social Order: Society was built on a "land for service" hierarchy that was
detestable to Christ’s teachings on equality (Luke 22:25-26). It was organized into a
feudal system based on the allocation of land in return for service.
Classes of People:
o Freemen: Owned small portions of land.
o The Slave Classes: The vast majority of the population. This included serfs and
villeins who paid rent and remained bound to the soil.
o Villeins: Less enslaved than serfs; they worked the land but had more
investment, paid a fixed rent, and were allowed to keep some surplus.



The Vasselage: The king gave fiefs (grants of land) to noblemen, barons, and bishops.
In return, each noble pledged to be the king’s vassal and supply soldiers in time of war.
This system stretched from the very top to the very bottom.

A Spiritual Conflict: The peasants had very few rights, little property, and no vassals.
This is a type of society that is detestable in the sight of our risen Lord, who sees all men
as equal and equally sinful in need of Him. He warned us against this type of rank and
order; it works against His intentions and is a non-operative element to further His
kingdom.

lll. The Entanglement: How the Church Became
Romanized

Interchangeable Forces: We have learned that the presence of Christianity in Rome
and the presence of Rome in Christianity turned both into an interchangeable force
(Heather p.21). Neither functioned as independent entities. This was the entanglement
that brought down the organic, simple gift of apostleship that defeats the enemy.

A Subtle Infusion: As much as the Roman Empire was Christianized, the Christian
church has been heavily Romanized (Heather p.21), rendering both to a limited form.
This intertwining was the enemy’s deadliest and most subtle deception—like shreds of
melted butter into a baked coconut cake. We take a luscious bite every week and have
not realized what is in the mix, rendering our true biblical understanding of ministry in
shaves and shreds.

The Financial Deception: Kings, seeking to fund their wars, turned the church into a
tax-raising institution. The "deception" convinced the masses that paying royalty was a
biblical law. The result: the church came under man’s authority to collect revenue,
replacing the Holy Spirit with a rigid, pre-planned program. Bishops and abbots became
"princes of the church," ruling the land and amassing non-taxable personal fortunes. This
awoke the wrath of reformers who claimed they did not care for souls but only for their
own vestments.

IV. The Clerical Divide and the Literacy Gap

The Definition of "Clerk": The term "clerk" (clericus) was originally understood as one
who belonged to the clerical order. Over time, because literacy was rare, the definition
broadened to include anyone who could read.

The Tool of Literacy: Because only the clergy could read, they became the sole
gatekeepers of the Word of God. The Latin Vulgate further cemented the ignorance of
the populace.

Benefit of Clergy: Because literacy was rare, these clerics were granted the "Benefit of
Clergy," an exemption from secular punishment and capital crimes.

Suppression of the Word: Instead of transformational Bible study, the people were
given "distorted snippets" of the Word of God—just enough to keep them obedient to the
rule of law and the tithe, but not enough to set them free. To convince the masses that
paying royalty was biblical, they had to hide the fullness of the Word.



The Monastic Role: The Word of God was put into monastic hands to copy and
decorate. Manuscripts containing edicts from church councils took precedence over the
Word of God. This is so important to understand, | wrote it twice! Taking precedence
over the Word of God consequently took precedence over the work of God.

V. Liturgical Drama and the Rise of Ritual

Standardized Worship: Because no one could read, the church imposed a unified
music and drama program to standardize worship. This is how liturgical observance
became observed and continues to this day.

The "Rigid Performance": This liturgical drama imposed a unified, pre-planned
program. This method of rigid performance became the accepted format for centuries. In
music, polyphony (the simultaneous use of many voices) added to the ceremonial
authority of the Pope, clerics, bishops, and priests.

The Modern Hangover: This is where we get the idea of sitting and listening to one
person teach us the Word of God. We are still operating as if we are in the Middle Ages.
We are appointing clerics, designating bishops, and subjecting most Christians to the
inferior role of serf, slave, or villein. We are clinging to the tradition that the "clergy" are
the ordained leadership. By continuing to operate under the concept of "clergy," we are
sorely limiting God.

| have added transitions to ensure a logical flow from the early Middle Ages into the later
period, the establishment of Canon Law, and the final critique of the "serf" mentality in the
modern church.

Part 2: The Architecture of Authority,

Canon Law, and the Call to Freedom
VI. Cathedrals and Castles: Monuments to Ego

The "Seat" of Power: The term "diocese" comes from the Greek cathedra (seat). This
was the seat of a bishop or archbishop, denoting his supremacy. As the political duties of
bishops increased, so did the need for impressive buildings.



Competing for Supremacy: Gothic cathedrals and castles were not built for community
ministry like feeding the hungry. They were built to symbolize the supremacy of the
bishop’s authority and the military power of the aristocracy. Those who funded them
competed across Europe like children in a playground, challenging one another for
beauty and height.

Misappropriation of Resources: These massive projects often took a century to build,
funded by the "holy tithe." This was a misappropriation of Old Testament practice to fund
architectural displays of human ego. What went on inside these monuments was, in
God's eyes, of less value than one Christian giving a glass of water to someone in need.
Military and Residential Role: Castles were fortified residences for the lords of the land
and the church, serving as local government centers, treasuries, armories, and prisons.
They were born in northern France around the 9th century, marking the rise of feudalism;
their eventual decline symbolized the waning of the feudal system.

VIl. The Church as a Fiduciary for the State

VIII.

The Monetary Shift: As society became more monetized, kings sought ways to fund
wars. They fostered programs that turned the church into a tax-raising institution—a
"fiduciary" or bank for the state.

Blurring the Lines: To keep the money flowing, the church leadership used
authoritarian techniques and governing rituals. They convinced the masses that paying
royalty was a biblical law and that the king’s right to rule was ordained by God.
Authoritarian Methodology: Because the majority of taxation came from the church,
the King became invested in protecting it. This mutually beneficial relationship became
generationally accepted and uncriticized. Sermons were fueled with authority to ensure
loyalty to the crown, using "distorted snippets" of Scripture to blur the image of godly
ministry into payment for the king.

The Role of Education: Education was considered an aristocratic luxury, confined to
males in government. Monasteries distributed this "luxury" to the elite, while the average
layman remained illiterate. This illiteracy was the perfect soil for the enemy to sow his
lies.

Canon Law: The Replacement of the "Law of the

Spirit"

Defining Canon Law: Canon Law is a system of religious laws and legal principles
established by church councils and Popes to regulate governance, liturgy, and internal
discipline.

The Byzantine Influence: The Emperor Justinian deeply influenced this by creating a
legal code that transformed loose religious customs into a formal, codified system.
Legalism vs. Scripture: Canon Law took precedence over the Word of God. It
regulated everything from marriage to property, turning the bishop into a lawyer rather
than a true shepherd and the "Great Commission" into a "Great Legal Code."

The Pagan Blend: With the Latin Vulgate acting as a wall, the people were spiritually
blind. Priests began blending pagan charms with Christian ritual—such as the blessing
of cheese and butter—turning the priest into a magician rather than a teacher.



IX. Conclusion: Breaking Free from the "Serf" Mentality

The Modern Hangover: During the close of the Middle Ages, the pandemic changed
society, and the Reformation began to change things for the better. Yet, we are not out of
the woods. We are still operating as if we are in the Middle Ages.

The False Authority: We have handed down a liturgical methodology from Rome and
the Popes that controls our every move. Just as peasants believed by divine right that
castles, clerics, and Popes had the right to rule over them, sheep today believe their
pastors have that same right.

The Call to Equality: Jesus warned us against this rank and order. Matthew 23:8 tells
us not to be called "Rabbi," for we have one teacher and are all brothers. 1 Peter 2:9
reminds us that we are a "royal priesthood."

The Path Forward: The modern church is still in serfdom, serving the "lord of the
manor" while Christ is waiting to set us free. We are in need of the greatest spiritual
enlightenment concerning the misuse of human authority. To continue to operate under
the concept of "clergy" is to be disobedient to His word and to limit Him greatly. We must
stop clinging to the past and move into the true freedom of ministry, where we serve one
another as equals in the Spirit.

The following section illustrates how the church used visual culture to replace the Word of God
during the Middle Ages. .

The Role of Art and Imagery in Medieval

Authority
I. The Origins and Evolution of Medieval Art

A Heritage of Empire: Medieval art grew out of the artistic heritage of the Roman
Empire, mixing Byzantium with the barbarian artistic culture of northern Europe. This
period, stretching from the fall of Rome to the beginning of the Renaissance, is generally
divided into three periods determined by its architecture: Early Christian, Romanesque,
and Gothic.

The Three Pillars:

o Early Christian/Byzantine: The term "Byzantine" describes the art of the
Christian Eastern Roman Empire and the areas it influenced. After Constantine
transferred the capital of his empire from Rome to Byzantium (renaming it
Constantinople), Byzantine art developed from 330 to 1435. Drawing from Greek,
Roman, and Egyptian art, it expressed a strong sense of order.

o The Aim of Byzantine Art: Concerned above all with representing the divine, its
aim was not naturalism, but the conveyance of power and mystery. As
Christianity spread, the realism of Greek and Roman art was abandoned, as



representing deities as ordinary was perceived as idolatry. Consequently, there
were no nudes or narrative images, as the art was created specifically to tell
viewers about God, saints, and the scriptures.

o Romanesque and Gothic: After the Dark Ages and the first millennium,
Romanesque art and architecture emerged, essentially based on Roman
precedents. This later blossomed into a long period of Gothic architecture, which
was one of continuous development.

Art as a Tool of Authority: Romanesque art blossomed into ivory carving, sculpture,
miniatures, and wood and stone sculpting. All carried a measure of the representation of
God, but without the actual study of the Word of God to further His purposes. It became
more of an enticement to admire the statues of saints than to read the actual Word of
God.

Il. The Suppression of Scripture

Edicts Over Scripture: Manuscripts containing edicts from church councils took
precedence over the Word of God.

The Twofold Importance: Manuscripts containing edicts from councils also took
precedence over the Word of God. This is so important to understand, | wrote it twice!
Taking precedence over the Word of God consequently took precedence over the work
of God.

Political Ritual: This authority continually influenced the ritual church service for political
reasons. The lack of biblical literacy, combined with the awe-inspiring nature of Gothic
and Byzantine art, helped keep the populace in a state of dependency and ignorance,
allowing the church to maintain its rigid, man-made authority



