BOOK OVERVIEW

Obadiah

Author: Obadiah (means “worshiper of
Jehovah”) This is a common name but
apparently has no connection with any
other Obadiah mentioned in the Old
Testament.

Date: 586-585 B.C.

Recipients: Edom, south of the Dead sea
(The nation that originates from Esau)
Key words: Edom & Esau (9 times), “cut
off” (3 times)

Summary: The book warns the Edomites of
the judgement of God that is to come upon
them because of their pride and malicious
treatment of Judah.

Key verse: Obadiah 15

Notes:

Edom has many mountains over 5,000
feet. Some Edomites cut dwellings out of the
stone bluffs, which Obadiah refers to in
verses three and four. Petra, which is now in
Southern Jordan, is located in the area which
was once controlled by the Edomites.

Egypt also utilized the area for the mining
of copper.

King David conquered Edom
(I' Samuel 8:14), but by 734 B.C. it was
under the control of Assyria.

Obadiah is one of the few prophets who
is not quoted in the New Testament.
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