
BOOK OVERVIEW
!
II Corinthians 

Author: the Apostle Paul!
Date: A.D. 56-57 (shortly after the writing 
of I Corinthians)!
Recipients: The believers at Corinth, to 
be shared in Achaia (southern Greece).!
Summary: In addition to expanding upon 
the instructions he gave in his first letter to the 
Corinthians, Paul defends his Apostleship 
and the ministry to which God had called him.!!
Key verses: II Corinthians 4:5, 5:20–21!
Key words: ministry (in various forms) 
(18 times)!
Notes:!

This is one of the most personal of all of 
Paul’s letters.!

Paul wrote this letter from somewhere in 
Macedonia during his third missionary 
journey.!

Paul places special emphasis upon the 
Corinthian believers not being “unequally yoked 
with unbelievers.” (II Corinthians 6:14-7:1)!

In chapters eight and nine Paul 
encourages the Corinthians to be generous in 
their giving “not grudgingly, or of necessity: for 
God loveth a cheerful giver.”!

In II Corinthians 4:7 Paul compares the 
glory of the Gospel contained in our earthly 
bodies to a practice in his day; people hid 
valuable items in plain, unattractive clay jars. 
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