
BOOK OVERVIEW
!
I Timothy 

Author: the Apostle Paul!
Date: A.D. 64-5 (probably sometime 
between Paul’s two imprisonments in Rome)!
Recipient: Timothy, “my own son in the 
faith” (I Timothy 1:2)!
Summary: guidance for a young man to 
help him properly lead the church!!
Key verse: I Timothy 3:15!
Key words: doctrine (8 times), godliness 
(8 times), teach/teacher (7 times)!
Notes:!

Paul met Timothy in Lystra during his 
first missionary journey. Under Paul’s 
ministry Timothy became a Christian and 
was a devoted disciple of Paul throughout 
his life. Paul thought of him as his “son.”!

Timothy had a Greek father and a 
devout Jewish mother and grandmother.!

This is the first of three letters that are 
commonly referred to as the” pastoral 
epistles,” I & II Timothy and Titus.!

Timothy was in Ephesus, when he 
received this letter.!

This book gives the clearest instructions 
as to the character and qualifications of 
those who would be leaders in the church.!

Paul admonishes Timothy to focus upon 
“sound doctrine” rather than the “old wives’ 
fables” espoused by false teachers.
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