
One Plus One 

Equals Two

Unless it doesn’t

I majored in math in high school, 
so I was a bit disconcerted when my 
chemistry teacher suggested that one 
plus one was not always equal to two.

How could such a thing be true? 
What about those absolutes upon which 
I had built my early math career?

This is how he proved his point.
 He set a glass full of water on 

his desk and beside it he set another 
glass, the same size, full of salt. Over 
the next few days he took small 
amounts of the salt and added it to the 

he had put the entire glass of salt 
into the glass of water and at no time 
did the water spill over the lip of the 
glass. He had added one glass of salt 
to one glass of water and ended up 
with one glass of saltwater. That ex-

periment suggested that, sometimes, 
one plus one could equal one.

There are those who frequently 
debate such issues, and they offer 
numerous examples of one plus one 
being something other than two.

Of course, you have probably 

salt and water. Adding solutions is not 
the same as adding numbers. In the 
world of numbers, one plus one is two.

This example, though, does il-
lustrate something that happens in the 
spiritual realm of life.

In the Bible God tells us that all 
human beings are sinners. That means 
they are by nature in rebellion against 
God. “For all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God.” (Romans 
3:23) As a result, everyone is headed 

for an eternity that excludes God. In-
stead of spending eternity with God in 
Heaven, all of us are destined to spend 
eternity in Hell—unless something is 
done to change things.

Fortunately for us, God has 
provided a way for us to avoid an 
eternity in Hell. He sent His Son to 

redeem us from the consequences of 
sin. On the cross Jesus took our place 
and by taking our sin upon Himself 
He was able to pay the debt for our 
sin. He died so that we would not 
have to. “He himself [Jesus Christ] 

bore our sins in his body on the 

tree, that we might die to sin and 

live to righteousness.” (I Peter 2:24)
So, in God’s mind, Jesus did every-

thing that was necessary to give us eter-

nal life. The key word is “everything.” 
God’s formula is 1 + 0 = 1.

Now, here’s where we apply the 
illustration of the salt and the water. 
There are those who believe, contrary 
to what God has said, that Jesus only 
did part of what was necessary to 
redeem us. They believe that we must 

also do something to satisfy God. 
There are numerous things they sug-
gest: baptism, church membership, 
money, philanthropic activity, pilgrim-
ages, prayers—there is no end to this 
list of possible “good works” that 
people try to add to what Christ did 
for us. Their formula is 1 + 1 = 1.

Unfortunately, adding anything 

to what Christ has done diminishes 

what He has done. It is a way of say-
ing, “God, you are wrong. Jesus did 

not do everything that is necessary for 
us to be redeemed.” In reality, adding 
anything to what Christ has done is a 
way of calling God a liar.

The Bible makes it clear that all 
we have to do to experience eternity 
in Heaven is to believe what God has 
said, to receive His Son as our Sav-
iour—to recognize that Jesus Christ 

are necessary for us to spend eternity 
with Him in Heaven.

One day, a jailer in Phillipi asked 
the Apostle Paul, “What must I do 
to be saved?” Paul replied, “Believe 

in the Lord Jesus, and you will be 

saved.” (Acts 16:31a)
Jesus Christ is not only the suf-

 payment for our sin, He is the 
 payment—that is, He is the 

only means of salvation. He has not 
only done all that is necessary for us to 
be saved, He is the only One who has 
done everything that is necessary for 
us to be saved. “...there is salvation 

in no one else, for there is no other 

name under heaven given among 

.” 
(Acts 4:12)

If we want to get to Heaven, we 

are left with only one option—put-
ting our faith in Jesus Christ.

How do we do that?
We agree with God that all of 

the “good” things we thought would 
get us to Heaven are worthless. We 
tell Him that we recognize that Jesus 
and what He has done for us, and that 
alone, is what we will trust to get us 
to Heaven.

Are you willing to do that? You 
can do it right now by saying some-
thing like this to God.

“God, I know I am a sinner and 
I deserve to go to Hell. But I want to 
thank you for your Son Jesus Christ 
and what He did to rescue me. Right 
now, I put my trust in Him; because I 
believe He did everything necessary 
for me to go to Heaven.”
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