
Ever find yourself fed up with 
Christmas?

Ever think “There’s got to be 
more to Christmas than cooking 
and candy and cards and decorat-
ing and shopping and shopping...
and, did I mention...shopping.”

If these sentiments reflect your 
perception of Christmas, then you 
are in need of a radical change in 
your understanding of Christmas.

First of all, the focus of Christ-
mas should not be on food and gifts. 
It should be a time of celebration.

Celebration? Yes!
I’m not referring to the time 

you spend with friends and family 
around a table gorged with luscious 
food.

There is nothing wrong with 
celebrating Christmas with those 
that you care about.

I’m talking about a celebration 
that transcends the best of human 
interaction.

In spite of all of the baggage 
that history has dumped on the 
holiday, for those who desire to 
seek the true relevance of Christ-
mas, there is a rich truth with calls 
for jubilant celebration. What is 
that truth?

The Bible describes it this way. 
“And there were in the same 
country shepherds abiding in the 
field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night.  And, lo, the angel 
of the Lord came upon them, 

and the glory of the Lord shone 
round about them, and they 
were sore afraid. And the angel 
said unto them, Fear not: for, 
behold I bring you good tidings 
of great joy, which shall be to all 
people. For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Sav-
iour, which is Christ the Lord.” 
(Luke 2:8-11) The event is de-
scribed a different way in the first 
book of the New Testament. “Be-
hold, a virgin shall be with child, 
and shall bring forth a son, and 
they shall call his name Eman-
uel, which being interpreted is, 
God with us.” (Matthew 1:23)

In short, a little over 2,000 
years ago God left Heaven and 

entered into the human race as a 
baby in the village of Bethlehem.

 God, who remained God, 
at the same time became a man. 
Today we describe that event as 
the incarnation, something that is 
really beyond our human ability 
to understand. That’s the event 
that Christmas is supposed to 
celebrate. That’s the event that 
demands our enthusiastic celebra-
tion.

The event is so significant that 
when it was announced to shep-
herds, even the angels celebrated.

Christmas without Christ is 
like the Fourth of July without the 
Declaration of Independence—it’s 
just a date on the calendar.

Did God declare December 25 
as the day we are to celebrate the 
incarnation? No. Does God ap-
prove of everything that is done in 
the name of Christmas? No. Would 
God be happy if you refused to 
celebrate the incarnation? No!

Buy the gifts, wrap the pack-
ages, and endure the trappings of 
a modern Christmas, but don’t 
forget that Christmas is first and 
foremost about the birth of Jesus, 
the God-man.

Something else to think about. 
If it had not been for the incarna-
tion, you might not have ever had 
the chance to go to Heaven.

“How is that?” you say.
Because of what Jesus did, 

we sinners have a way to go to 
Heaven.

“We sinners?” Yes! God says 
so: “…all have sinned.” (Romans 
3:23)

“So?”
God does not allow any sin in 

Heaven.
Fortunately, because of the 

incarnation, Jesus lived among us 
without sinning; so He was able 
to offer Himself as our substitute. 
Jesus shed His blood on the cross 
for us. He died in our place and 
God is willing to accept His 
sacrifice to wash away our sin. 

If you trust in what Jesus has 
done, God will forgive your sin 
and accept you into Heaven.

But, you need to trust Jesus, 
because “...whosoever believeth 
in Him should not perish, but 
have eternal life.” (John 3:15)

Think of it as a special gift that 
God wrapped in love and nailed to 
a cross.

Will you accept God’s gift 
right now?
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