
With the mapping of the human 
genome, many people have become 
interested in how everyone on earth is 
related to everyone else.

Research into the human genome 
indicates that all human beings are 
descended from a common set of 
parents—one father and one mother.

Those who believe the Bible are 
not surprised by this finding, since 
that is exactly what the Bible tells us.

The Bible even tells us the names 
of the first man and the first woman—
Adam and Eve.

Genesis 2:7 says that God formed 
Adam from the dust of the earth, then 
He breathed into him the breath of life 
so that he became a living soul. Later 
it tells us that God took a rib from 
Adam’s side and formed Eve.

God instructed Adam and Eve to 
populate the earth, and they did so. 
Unfortunately, as the people multi-
plied so did their wickedness.

Within a few generations, the 
human race became so wicked that 
God decided to destroy it—that is, all 
except Noah and his family.

You may know the story of Noah 
and the flood. The flood destroyed 
every living creature on the earth. The 
only land animals that survived the 
flood were those in the ark. The only 
human beings that survived were also 
those in the ark.

After the flood, the human race 
continued from only eight human 
beings: Noah and his wife, their three 
sons, and their son’s wives.

So, not only are you and I related 

by way of Adam and Eve, we are 
related through Noah and his family.

Within a few generations after the 
flood the Middle-East was repopulated.

At that time, everyone spoke the 
same language. Because of the sin 
nature that they inherited from Adam, 
they made some wicked plans. Gen-
esis 11 tells us about their plans.

Then, God stepped in. He dispersed 
the people throughout the world by 
causing them to speak different languages.

There is a popular theory today 
called the “six degrees of separa-
tion.” Actually, the theory has been 
around for almost 100 years. The idea 
is that any two people in the world 
can be connected by linking the right 
six people. Of course, the six degree 
separation theory does not work with 

family trees, but maybe we are more 
closely connected than we think.

I don’t know how far the limbs of 
my family tree would have to extend 
to include you, but we do have some 
things in common.

We are both made in the image of 
God. Part of what that means is that 
we have an eternal soul. When our 
body dies, we will continue to live 
forever as spiritual beings.

We are both of Adam’s race, so we 
have inherited a sin nature from him. 
By nature we are prone to disobey God, 
just like Adam did. The Bible says, “all 
have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God.” (Romans 3:23)

That one fact is extremely im-
portant. Because we are sinful, by 
nature and by action, our eternal souls 

are destined for an eternity of God’s 
judgement. The Bible says, “the 
wages of sin is death.” (Romans 6:23)

The problem is that, as sinners, we 
can do nothing to solve our problem. 
It’s like trying to lift ourselves by our 
own bootstraps. It doesn’t work. We 
need help from an outside source. 
Someone who is not sinful.

Fortunately, there is such a 
person—Jesus Christ.

While we are by nature sinners, 
Jesus is not. While we cannot keep 
from sinning, He could. He “was in 
all points tempted like as we are, 
yet without sin.” (Hebrews 4:15B)

Not only is Jesus qualified to save 
us from our eternal judgement, He is 
willing to do it.

Jesus “his is own self bare our 

sins in His own body on the tree.” 
(I Peter 2:14) He was buried and after 
three days God raised Him from the 
dead to show that His death was 
sufficient to pay for our sin.

All He asks in turn is that we trust 
Him and give our lives to Him.

“But as many as received him 
to them gave he power to become 
the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name.” (John 1:12)

I wish that your being in my fam-
ily tree would be enough to get you 
into eternity without God’s judge-
ment, but it will not.

The only way you can do that is by 
being in God’s family. To do that you 
must do what Jesus told a man named 
Nicodemus several centuries ago, 
“You must be born again.” (John 3:4)
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“How can that happen?” you ask. 
The same question Nicodemus asked.

Jesus went on to say, “He that 
believeth on the Son [Jesus] hath ev-
erlasting life; and he that believeth 
not the Son shall not see life; but 
the wrath of God abideth on him.” 
(John 3:36)

If you have not already done so, 
I invite you to turn from your sin and 
turn in faith to Jesus Christ to become 
a member of God’s family.
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