
Many people believe that the 
Golden Rule, “Do unto others as you 

would have them do unto you,” is a 
direct quote from the Bible.

Actually, it is a variation of the 
words of Jesus recorded in Matthew 
7:12, “Therefore all things whatso-

ever ye would that men should do 

to you, do ye even so to them…”
He was summarizing the basic 

principle in Leviticus 19:18, “...love 

thy neighbor as thyself.”

began to be used by ministers in the 
Anglican church at the beginning of 
the 17th century. It is uncertain as to 
how and when the English wording 
that we have to day originated.

While the Golden Rule, as we 
express it today, is not a direct quote 

from the Bible, it was a core truth in 
the teachings of Jesus.

The concept was repeated in the 
teaching of the Apostle Paul. He ad-
monished believers in Phillipi, “... in 

lowliness of mind let each esteem 

other better than themselves. Look 

not every man on his own things, 

but everyman also on the things of 

others.” (Philippians 2:3-4)
Unfortunately, while the Golden 

Rule is Biblical, the ways in which 
some apply it are not Biblical.

While proponents of living by the 
Golden Rule view one’s life as giving 
without receiving anything in return, 
they often have a hidden agenda. While 
they don’t believe a person should 

living in this life, they believe that by 

sort of credit for it after they die.
In a sense, they view living by the 

Golden Rule as a way to accumulate 
merit in the afterlife. It is as if a per-
son has a spiritual bank account and 
through following the Golden Rule 
they make deposits in that account. 
After death, it is the contents of that 
account that gives them negotiating 
power when they enter eternity.

The general assumption is that 
when a person dies and has to give 
account of himself or herself to God, 
God will look at his or her spiritual bank 
account to decide whether or not he 
or she will be admitted into Heaven.

According to their views, if one 
has faithfully followed the Golden Rule 

that God will be so impressed with their 
goodness that He will open His arms 
and welcome them into Heaven.

Unfortunately, it is at that point 
that following the Golden Rule be-
comes unBiblical.

According to the Bible our good 
deeds have nothing to do with wheth-
er or not God allows us into Heaven.

According to the Bible, there is only 
one factor which determines whether or 
not we enter Heaven, our relationship 
to God’s Son, Jesus Christ.

But, you ask, “What about our 
good deeds?”

Take a look at what God thinks of 
our good deeds.

“But we are all as an unclean 

thing, and all our righteousnesses 
[those things that we think are good] 

” (Isaiah 64:6) 
God is not impressed with what we 
think are our “good deeds.”

In God’s mind our spiritual bank 
is bankrupt.

In God’s eyes you are a sinner. 
“There is none righteous, no not 

one.” (Romans 3:10) In God’s eyes 
we are all sinners. “For all have 

sinned, and come short of the Glory 

of God.” (Romans 3:23) And, God 
will not allow sin to enter Heaven.

But, you ask, “Isn’t there some-
thing that we can DO?”

“Not by works of righteousness 

which we have done [whatever it is 
we try to do], but according to his 

” Titus 3:5)
Ephesians 2:8-9 repeats this truth. 

“For by grace are ye saved through 

faith; and that not of yourselves: it 

is the gift of God: not of works, lest 

any man should boast.”
The Biblical answer to your 

question is, “NO.” There is nothing 
that you can “DO” to go to Heaven.

Fortunately, God, through His 
Son Jesus Christ has DONE every-
thing that is necessary for you to go 
to Heaven. All you have to do is turn 
from your own way and put your 
faith in Jesus Christ.

That is what the Bible says in 
Romans 1:9, “
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, 

and shalt believe in thine heart 

that God hath raised him from the 

dead, thou shalt be saved.” 
Keep in mind, that when you 

make that decision, it is a life-long 

commitment. To “believe” in Jesus 
means to totally surrender to Him. 
When you do that, “
your own. For ye are bought with a 

price: therefore glorify God in your 

body, and in your spirit, which are 

God’s” (I Corinthians 6:19b-20.)
Please, if you have not already 

done so, turn from your sin and ac-
cept the salvation that He offers.
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