
When we consider the subject of 
who is and who is not handicapped, we 
live in very interesting times. We are 
seeing handicapped signs in more and 
more places, yet it seems that there is 
no general agreement as to whom those 
signs refer.

Obviously, people who have lost 
a limb, are limited to a wheel chair, or 
need the aid of a seeing-eye dog are eas-

about those whose limitations are not so 
visible. When is a person handicapped 
and when are they simply experiencing 
the limitations of old age? When does 
one’s condition stop being a discomfort 
and become a handicap? 

One would have thought these issues 
would have been settled by the passing 
of the Americans With Disabilities Act 
(ADA) of 1990. Unfortunately, that was 
not the case.

The ADA provides for “full and equal 
enjoyment of goods, services, facilities, 
privileges, advantages, and accommoda-
tions.” One of the problems is that “full 
and equal enjoyment” is a very subjective 
matter. For example, what one person 
considers an impairment another person 
may consider simply an inconvenience. 

Some people believe that the laws 
have not gone far enough to protect the 
rights of those who are physically or 
mentally impaired. Others believe they 
have gone too far and show favoritism to 
the handicapped at the expense of those 
who are not. These are the issues that the 
courts are often called upon to decide.

Meanwhile, the issue of who is and 
who is not handicapped, depends on who 
you are and where you are. At the moment 
there is no universal standard. Most cases 
are dealt with at the local and state levels 
and there is a wide range of interpretations 

from one community to another.

person has a condition that keeps them from 
performing certain tasks without assistance. 
That assistance may take the form of a 
physical device, such as a cane or wheel 
chair, or the helping hand of a family 
member, a friend, or a medical care giver. 
Of course, there are those who would as-
sert, “A person is not really handicapped 
if they can accomplish what they want to 
accomplish with the aid of a device.”

All of us have some mental or physi-
cal limitation. We may not be handicapped 
in a legal sense, but all of us have to deal 
with activities that are beyond our abilities. 
To some degree, it is those limitations, 
along with our strengths, that made us the 
unique individuals that we are.

There is, however, a handicap that 
we all have. It is a true handicap because 
it is something we cannot overcome 

without the help of someone else. It is 
not a physical or mental handicap. It is a 
spiritual handicap.

calls it sin. It is a universal handicap. “As 
it is written, There is none righteous, 
no, not one: There is none that under-
standeth, there is none that seeketh 
after God. They are all gone out of the 
way, they are together become unprof-
itable; there is none that doeth good 
no not one.” (Romans 3:10-12) “For 
all have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God.” (Romans 3:23)

Sin is a handicap because it will keep 
us from going to Heaven when we die. It 
also keeps us from enjoying God’s bless-
ing while we are alive on earth.

Unlike some handicaps which can 
be overcome through a variety of means, 
there is only one way to deal with our sin.

Christ to take away our handicap.

relieved many people of their physical 
handicaps. He healed the lame so they could 
walk unhindered. He opened the eyes of the 
blind. He gave the dumb their voices. “Inso-
much that the multitude wondered, when 
they saw the dumb to speak, the maimed 
to be whole, the lame to walk and the 

Israel.”(Matthew 15:31)

more important when He died on the 
cross, was buried in a stone tomb, and 
arose victorious over sin and death three 
days later. “Who his own self bare our 
sins in his own body on the tree, that 
we, being dead to sins, should live unto 
righteousness by whose stripes ye were 
healed.” (I Peter 2:24)

Him to offer us forgiveness for our sin. 

“For he hath made him [Jesus Christ] 
to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that 
we might be made the righteousness of 
God in him.” (II Corinthians 5:21)

be relieved of our handicap of sin.
Unfortunately, Christ’s offer to 

forgive our sin doesn’t help us unless we 
accept it.

Imagine a person who’s handicap has 
kept them homebound for years. Then, 
someone offers to give them, free of 
charge, a motorized wheel chair so that 
they can not only leave their house but 
go unassisted to places they once thought 
impossible. What would you think of that 
person, if they refused to accept the gift?

Well, God is offering you the gift of 
forgiveness. Will you accept it?

That is all you need to do. Accept 
-

thing that is necessary to offer the gift of 

forgiveness without any cost to you. “For 
by grace are ye saved through faith; 
and that not of yourselves; it is the 
gift of God: Not of works lest any man 
should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9)

...
Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved...”(Acts 16:31)

what He has done, and He will forgive 
you and give you eternal life.

Are You
Handicapped?


