
Most of us do not like to hear, “I told 
you so;” but sometimes we deserve it.

Over two thousand years ago two 
men were walking along the road to Em-
maus in Palestine discussing the confusing 
reports that they had heard about Jesus 
having risen from the dead. Then, unrec-
ognized by the two, Jesus joined them.

When they related their dilemma, 
Jesus responded, “How foolish you are, 
and how slow of heart to believe all that 
the prophets have spoken. Did not the 
Christ have to suffer these things and 
then enter into his glory?” (Luke 24:25)

Jesus, referring to the Old Testament 
prophets, is saying, “They told you so.”

What did the Old Testament prophets 
say about the Messiah?

The prophet Isaiah said, “Surely he 
took up our infirmities and carried 
our sorrows, yet we considered him 
stricken by God, smitten by him, and 

afflicted. But he was pierced for our 
transgressions, he was crushed for 
our iniquities; the punishment that 
brought us our peace was upon him, 
and by his wounds we are healed. We 
all, like sheep have gone astray, each 
of us has turned to his own way; and 
the LORD has laid on him the iniquity 
of us all.” (Isaiah 53:4-6)

As to Christ’s resurrection, the 
Psalmist makes it clear that Jesus would 
not remain in the grave, “Therefore my 
heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; 
my body also will rest secure, because 
you will not abandon me to the grave, 
nor will you let your Holy One see 
decay.” (Psalm 16:9-10)

While Jesus’ most ardent followers 
had difficultly believing that He would 
rise from the dead, His enemies be-
lieved Jesus enough that after His body 
was sealed in the tomb, “…the chief 

priests and Pharisees came together 
unto Pilate, Saying, Sir, we remember 
that that deceiver said, while he was yet 
alive, ‘After three days I will rise again.’ 
Command therefore that the sepulcher 
be made sure until the third day, 
lest his disciples come by night, and 
steal him away and say unto the 
people, ‘He is risen from the dead’” 
(Matthew 27:62-64) They didn’t want 
to have anyone say, “I told you so.”

Jesus had every right to say, “I told 
you so.” He spoke of His resurrection 
on several occasions.

At the beginning of his ministry Jesus 
said, “Destroy this temple, and I will 
raise it again in three days.” (John 2:19)

A couple of weeks before He was 
crucified “Jesus began to explain to his 
disciples that he must go to Jerusalem 
and suffer many things at the hands of 
the elders, chief priests and teachers of 

the law, and that he must be killed and 
on the third day be raised to life.” 
(Matthew 16:21)

The week before His crucifixion 
Jesus said, “We are going up to Je-
rusalem, and the Son of Man will be 
betrayed to the chief priests and the 
teachers of the law. They will condemn 
him to death and will turn him over to 
the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged 
and crucified. On the third day he will 
be raised to life!” (Matthew 20:18-19) 

The night before He was crucified, 
Jesus said, “But after I rise, I will 
go ahead of you into Galilee.” 
(Matthew 26:32)

But that was over two thousand years 
ago. What about today?

Before Jesus left earth, He told His 
followers that He would return. He did 
not tell them when, but He made it very 
clear that He would come back to earth.

“…I go to prepare a place for you. 
And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again, and receive 
you unto myself; that where I am, 
there ye may be also.” (John 14:2-3)

“Be ye therefore ready also: for 
the Son of man cometh at an hour 
when ye think not.” (Luke 12:40)

“Watch therefore, for ye know 
neither the day nor the hour wherein the 
Son of man cometh.” (Matthew 25:13)

When Jesus came to earth the first 
time he came “to seek and to save that 
which was lost.” (Luke 19:10)

In Jesus God became man, lived 
a sinless life among us, and offered 
Himself as a sacrifice on the cross to pay 
the penalty for our sins. He was buried 
and after three days arose from the grave 
victorious over death. That is the victory 
that he offers to us today.

Just as those in Jesus day were 

sinners, so are we. As a consequence of 
our sinfulness we are condemned to an 
eternity of punishment separated from 
the wonderful presence of God. As 
Romans 6:23 says, “the wages of sin is 
death.” 

When Jesus the Christ returns to 
earth, He will come as its judge.

When Jesus said, “I go to prepare 
a place for you,” the “you” He was 
referring to was not everyone. He is 
preparing an eternal home only for 
those who believe Him and trust Him 
as their Lord and Savior.

Those are the ones the Apostle 
John referred to when he wrote, “…as 
many as received him [Jesus Christ] 
to them gave he power to become the 
sons of God.” (John 1:12)

Where does that leave you?
Jesus paid for your sin and offers you 

salvation free of charge. Because of Jesus 

you can avoid an eternity separated from 
God. But, unless you recognize that you 
are a lost sinner and accept His offer of 
forgiveness, when you meet Him, He will 
be your judge.

Will you turn from your sin and turn 
to Christ?

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved.” (Acts 16:31)

If you have not already done so, will 
you do that right now?
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He is Risen!

As He Said


