
The eternal destiny of every 
human being, including you and 
me, depends upon the crucifixion 
of Jesus Christ.

Jesus’ death on the cross was 
not just the act of a martyr showing 
His love for those He cared about. 
His death on the cross was the 
means by which mankind could 
be rescued from the penalty of its 
sin against God. It was something 
that only Jesus could do. He could 
do it because, as God in human 
flesh, He lived among us without 
sinning—without offending God 
in any way. He became the holy 
sacrifice to pay the penalty for our 
sins, your sins and mine. Without 
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His sacrifice on the cross, we 
would still have no hope of avoid-
ing God’s penalty for our sin—an 
eternity in Hell.

Jesus’ last words from the 
cross were, “It is finished.” And it 
was. By His death on the cross He 
did everything that was necessary 
to satisfy God’s penalty for sin. He 
did it all, once and for all. When 
they removed Jesus’ body from the 
cross, it would never again need to 
be nailed there. The Bible tells us 
that Jesus, “bare our sins in His own 
body on the tree…” (I Peter 2:24).

No matter how we might try, 
we cannot fully describe the im-
portance of Jesus’ sacrifice.

No other payment is sufficient. 
No other payment is acceptable to 
God. Hebrews 10:10 tells us, Jesus 
sacrifice took care of everything, 
“once for all.” No further sacrifice 
needs to be made for sin, BUT...

…But that is not the whole story.
Jesus came to earth “to seek 

and to save that which was lost,” 
(Luke 19:10) but He also had a 
second purpose in mind.

His lifeless body was sealed 
in a stone tomb and guarded by 
soldiers. There was fear among his 
enemies that His disciples might 
steal His body making it look like 
His promise to rise from the dead 
had come true.

The Bible tells us that after 
three days and nights, Jesus arose. 
(I Corinthians 15:3) It took an 
angel to open the tomb to show 
everyone that Jesus was gone.

Later, Jesus appeared in physical 
form to more than five hundred 
people. (I Corinthians 15:6)

Why is the resurrection an 
important half of the story? Because, 
the resurrection proved that Jesus 
not only had victory over sin but 
He was also victorious over death. 
Because He lives, we can also live.

 Consequently, today, Jesus 
can offer to us the forgiveness of 
sin and eternal life. (Romans 8:2) 
That’s the whole story.

The whole story is good news. 
It is good news, but it is also bad 
news. The bad news is that just 
because Jesus paid the price for sin 
and was victorious over death does 
not mean that everyone has their 
sins forgiven and can expect to go 
to Heaven for eternity.

Forgiveness of sin and eternal 
life are only available to those 
who are willing to recognize 
their sinfulness and appropriate 
for themselves what Jesus did. 
God never forces anyone to 
accept what His Son did. He offers 
forgiveness and eternal life freely 
through the shed blood of Christ, 
but He lets each of us to decide for 

ourselves whether or not we will 
accept His offer.

Believing only that Jesus died 
on the cross is not enough. A person 
must recognize that Jesus died for 
them, to pay for their sin.

Have you done that? Have you 
recognized that you are a sinner 
and bound for an eternity in Hell, 
if Christ doesn’t save you?

The Bible makes it clear that 
this is true of all of us. “For all 
have sinned, and come short of 
the  glory of God.” (Romans 3:23) 
“...the wages of sin is death; but 
the gift of God is eternal life.” 
(Romans 6:23) “He that believeth 
on the Son hath everlasting life: 

and he that believeth not the son 
shall not see life; but the wrath of 
God abideth on him.” (John 3:36)

If you haven’t accepted God’s 
offer, you can do that right now 
right where you are.

“Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” 
(Acts 16:31)
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