
If you selected  “B,” you are among 
the majority of people who see it as 
larger. However, both arcs are the 
same size. If you see one of these arcs 
as larger, you are experiencing what 
is called an “optical illusion.”

An illusion appears to be one 
thing but is something else.

Imagine the man dragging himself 
through the desert toward what appears 
to be water only to die of thirst, because 
of a mirage—an optical illusion.

Which one has the largest center?

Most people think the center of 

both are the same size.
The problem is that we tend to 

evaluate things by comparing them to 
the things around them. 

We do that in life, as well. We 
measure ourselves by comparing 
ourselves with those around us. Of 

better than us, but we tend to com-
pare ourselves to those we consider 
to be less than us in some way. That 
makes us look a lot better. We may be 
smarter, richer, better educated, more 
pleasant, better looking...you can add 
whatever quality you like.

The Apostle Paul talked about 
people like that, “...But when they 
measure themselves by one another 

and compare themselves with one 
another, they are without under-
standing.” (II Corinthians 10:12)

Here’s 
another 
challenge 
for you.

Count 
the 
number 
of black 
dots in 
the grid.

Notice, when you look at a black 
dot, it disappears. Actually, there are 
no black dots. They are an illusion. 

There are all kinds of illusions. 
Some are visual, like the ones in this 

tract, and some are not.
Some people believe that life after 

death is an illusion—nothing more 
than a dream, a bit of 
optimistic speculation, 
some wishful thinking on 
the part of religious nuts.

Regardless of what 
people think, the Bible 
makes it clear that there 
is life after death and 
what we do in this life 
determines the quality 
of our life hereafter.

Jesus told the story 
of two men—both of which died. One 
man went to a place of comfort and the 
other went to a place of torment called 
Hades. The point of Jesus’ story is 
that when people die they enter a new 

phase in their lives—eternal life—and 
that life will be spent in one of two 
places: Heaven, a place of reward, or 
Hell, a place of punishment.

Eternal life is not an illusion. In 
fact, Jesus said to His followers, “...
if I go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come again and will take you 
to myself, that where I am you may 
be also.” (John 14:3) He was talking 
about Heaven.

But, remember, Heaven is only one 
of two possible destinations after death.

So, what determines where we 
will spend eternity?

The answer to that question is 
very simple. Our eternal destiny is 
determined by what we do with Jesus 
Christ. “Whoever believes in the 
Son has eternal life; whoever does 

not obey the Son shall not see life, 
but the wrath of God remains on 
him.” (John 3:36)

Many passages in the Bible tell 
about things people will be doing 
long after their brief life on earth. 
One of the most important events is 
described like this, “...it is appointed 
for man to die once, and after that 
comes judgment.” (Hebrews 9:27) 
It is also described this way, “...each 
of us will give an account to God.” 
(Romans 14:12) That’s everyone.

As you can see, the afterlife—
eternal life—is something that we 
should prepare for rather than ignore, 
as if it were an illusion.

How about you? Have you settled 
your eternal destiny?

If you have not already done so, 

you can be assured of an eternity in 
Heaven, right now. It’s as simple—
and as complicated—as trusting Jesus 
Christ.

Simple because“...everyone who 
calls upon the name of the Lord shall 
be saved.” (Acts 2:21) Complicated, 
because putting your faith in Jesus Christ 
is a life-long commitment.

Which shape 
is larger?

A

B
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Look at 
these 
two 


