
Come midnight on December 31, 
most of us will have to begin writing a 
new number for the year.

Most people you know will probably 
identify the year as 2023. But that is not 
true of everyone in the world.

To answer the question, “What year is 
it?” one must decide which calendar to use.

A calendar helps us measure the pass-
ing of time, and there are many different 
calendars used throughout the world.

The Gregorian calendar was intro-
duced by Pope Gregory XIII in 1582 AD. 
Today it is the most widely used calendar, 
at least for business purposes.

Actually, the Gregorian calendar is a 
revision of the Julian calendar which was 
authorized by Julius Caesar in 45 B.C. It 
was the Julian calendar that gave us a 365 
day year with 366 days every fourth year, 
leap year. The Julian calendar also moved 
the beginning of the year from March 1 

to January 1. The Julian calendar is still 
used among some religious groups. Sub-
tract 13 from the Gregorian calendar year 
to determine the Julian calendar year.

The Gregorian calendar has its roots 
525 AD, when an Eastern European monk 
named Dionysius Exiguus developed a 
calendar that used Jesus’ birth as year 
zero. That’s were Anno Domini (A.D.) 
originated. Anno Domini is an abreviation 
for the phrase “anno Domini nostri Jesu 
Christi” (in the year of our Lord Jesus 
Christ). Unfortunately, Dionysius was not 
quite accurate in concluding that Jesus 
had been born 525 years earlier. Jesus’ 
birth was more likely 528 to 530 years 
earlier, putting His birth at 3-5 BC, an 
interesting situation. The Bible does not 
tell us what year Jesus was born, so cal-
culations are made based upon the events 
surrounding His birth.

Other calendars have a year zero 

based upon a special event in the life of 
an important person. For example, the 
Islamic calendar begins not with the birth 
of Mohammed but with the year he made 
his flight from Mecca to Medina in 622 AD. 
You can calculate the year on the Islamic 
calendar by subtracting 579 from the 
Gregorian calendar year.

The Buddhist calendar is based upon 
the year that Gautama Buddha attained 
nirvana, release from the cycle of birth, 
death, and rebirth. To calculate the year 
on the Buddhist calendar add 543 to the 
Gregorian calendar year.

The Hebrew calendar is most inter-
esting.

In the twelfth century rabbis deter-
mined that the Hebrew calendar should 
begin with the expulsion of Adam from 
the Garden of Eden. The Bible does not 
tell us how long Adam and Eve were 
in the Garden, but the Hebrew calendar 

begins very close to when “God created 
the heaven and the earth.” (Genesis 1:1) 
The rabbis calculated that Adam was 
expelled from the Garden 5,760 years 
earlier. Unfortunately, some historical 
records do not agree with each other, so 
their calculations were a bit amiss. 

In 1650 an Irish Bishop, James 
Ussher, set about to produce an accurate 
dating for the Bible record. He also had 
to deal with the conflicting numbers but 
concluded that the Creation occurred 
about 4004 BC. In spite of the deficien-
cies in his calculations, his dates are still 
included in many Bibles.

To calculate the year on the Hebrew 
calendar, add 3,761 to the Gregorian 
calendar year.

It is interesting that even evolution-
ists, who do not recognize God as the 
Creator, accept that civilized humans 
developed in the Tigris/Euphrates Valley 

almost 6,000 years ago.
History is replete with various 

calendar systems: Sumarian, Egyptian, 
Assyrian, Babylonian, Aztec, Chinese, 
and on and on. All are designed to help us 
record the past, deal with the present, and 
consider the future.

Speaking of the future.
No matter what calendar you use, in 

the end, the most important question to ask 
is not, “What year is it?” The most impor-
tant question should be, “What day is it?”

The Bible says, “...behold, now is the 
day of salvation.” (II Corinthians 6:2B)

So, why is that important?
The Bible says it is important 

because “…it is appointed unto men 
once to die, but after this the judg-
ment.” (Hebrews 9:27) At that time, 
“...everyone of us shall give account 
of himself to God.” (Romans 14:12)

That day is coming for each of us.

So, what will God look for when 
He judges you? Well, He will consider 
everything you have said or thought or 
done in your life. He will also decide 
whether or not you go to Heaven, but that 
is a separate matter all together.

When it comes to letting you into 
Heaven, the only thing He considers is 
what you have done with His Son Jesus 
Christ. What we do with Jesus Christ 
determines our eternal destiny. “He that 
believeth on the Son hath everlast-
ing life: and he that believeth not the 
Son shall not see life; but the wrath 
of God abideth on him.” (John 3:36)

What does Jesus have to do with our 
going to Heaven?

The Bible tells us that we are all sin-
ners. You, me, and the best person you know. 
“For all have sinned...” (Romans 3:23)

Unfortunately, God does not let sin 
enter Heaven. Consequently, our sin has 

to be taken care of in some way. Unfor-
tunately, we cannot do anything to get rid 
of our sin.

Fortunately, God offers a solution. 
He sent His Son Jesus to earth to die on a 
cross to pay the penalty for our sin. Jesus 
“...bare our sins in his own body on the 
tree...” (I Peter (2:24) All we have to do 
is accept what Jesus did.

If you have not already done so, this 
needs to be the day that you trust Jesus as 
your Savior.
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