
Most people consider Hell to be the 
ultimate in pain and punishment. Even 
for those who do not believe that Hell is 
a real place, it is symbolically the worst 
of all places. What could be worse than 
spending eternity in Hell?

The New Testament introduces us 
to Hell through a story that Jesus told. 
Lazarus, who apparently prepared for his 
eternal destiny, and a rich man, who ap-
parently had no concern for his spiritual 
well being, both died. Of the rich man 
Jesus says “in Hell he lifted up his eyes, 

being in torments.” (Luke 16:23)
The New Testament Greek word that 

is translated “Hell” in this verse refers 
to “Hades.”  This is the same as the Old 
Testament Hebrew “Sheol,” the “place of 
the departed dead.”

At the time Jesus is telling His story, 
everyone who died went to Hades; but, as 

had two sections. One section was described 
as “Abraham’s bosom” or “Paradise.” 
It was a place of peace and comfort. 
The other section was a place of torment, 
sometimes called Gehenna. Between the 
two sections a “” 
(Luke 16:26) so that people could not pass 
from one section to the other.

Both Lazarus and the rich man went to 
Hades when they died. The difference being 
that Lazarus went to Paradise and the rich 
man went to Gehenna. The rich man is 
so tormented that he asks that someone 
be sent to warn his living brothers so that 
they would not end up where he was.

Now, let’s jump ahead a few months.

The Bible does not say much about it; but, 
not only did Jesus come back to life, some-
thing important also happened in Hades.

When Jesus died, the graves of the 
“saints” were opened, and the saints were 

resurrected. (Matthew 27:52-53) The Bible 
tells us nothing more about this incident; but, 
after Jesus resurrection, no mention is made 
of the “saints” going to Hades when they died. 
II Corinthians 5:8 tells us that after saints die 
they are “present with the Lord” in Heaven.

So, it seems that Hades served as a 
temporary holding place. For centuries 
the righteous who died went to Paradise, but 
at Jesus’ death they were moved to Heaven.

But what of those who were in 
Gehenna? Apparently, they are still there. 
But even Gehenna is a temporary hold-

ing place. A day is coming when those 
who remain in Hades will be transferred 
to a place the Bible calls the Lake of Fire.

The Bible tells us very little about 

is in Revelation 19:20 “And the beast 

was taken, and with him the false 

prophet that wrought miracles before 

him, with which he deceived them that 

had received the mark of the beast, and 

them that worshipped his image. Those 

burning with brimstone.”
A few verses later we read, “And the 

devil that deceived them was cast into 

beast and the false prophet are, and shall be 

tormented day and night for ever and ever.”
Such a description makes the rich 

man’s Gehenna sound mild. These verses 
are set in the context of what the Bible 
describes as the “last days,” a future time 
of transition. A few verses later we are 
told that God will destroy this world and 
create a new heaven and a new earth.

But, before that occurs, there is one more 
transition to take place, we read about it 
in Revelation 20:14 “And death and hell 

second death.” Those who remain in Gehenna 
will be transferred to their eternal residence.

Unfortunately, nothing can be done 
for those who have already died. Fortu-
nately, something can be done for those 
of us who are living.

Actually, God prepared the Lake of 
Fire as the eternal destiny of Satan and 
his demons. God did not want to send 
human beings there. He did everything 
He could to avoid doing so.

Unfortunately, man chose to go his 
own way—the Bible calls that sin. First,  
Adam and Eve sinned. As a result, we all 
inherited a nature bent on sin. We do not 
have to be taught to sin; it is in our very 
nature. “...as by one man sin entered 

into the world, and death by sin; and 

so death passed upon all men, for that 

all have sinned.” (Romans 5:12)
Being holy, God could not simply 

overlook this transgression. A penalty had 
to be exacted, and God determined that 
the penalty for sin was death—eternal 

death—the “second death” mentioned in 
Revelation 20:14.

That’s where Jesus comes into the 
picture. Jesus was God’s answer to man’s 
sin problem. Jesus, of His own will, left 
Heaven, became a man, lived a sinless 
life among us, and paid the penalty for 

story does not end there. After Jesus was 
buried, He arose from the grave victori-
ous over sin and death and offers forgive-
ness and eternal life to each of us.

All we have to do is accept His 
offer. We do that simply by believing—
by trusting—what He says.

 “He that believeth on the Son 
[Jesus Christ] hath everlasting life: and 

he that believeth not the Son shall not 

see life; but the wrath of God abideth 

on him.” (John 3:36)
If you die without Christ today, you 

will take up residence with the rich man 

in Hades. But, the day will come when 
you will be moved from there to the Lake 
of Fire—something worse than Hell.

Fortunately, you can avoid that outcome 
by trusting Jesus Christ as your Savior today.

You can do it right now by truthfully say-
ing something similar to this simple prayer.

“Lord Jesus, I know that I am a 
sinner bound for an eternity in Hell, I 
believe that you died, were buried, and 
rose again to save me from my sin. Please 
save me, and help me live for you.”
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