The Best Way to
be Pretty

Don’t just decorate yourself on the
outside, but be pretty on the inside.
1 Peter 3:3,4
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Kay and Karin giggled as they came
down the stairs. They were wearing
some hats that their mother had worn
a long time ago, and some silk dresses
that were much too long, and some
fancy shoes they could hardly keep
on their feet.”
They giggled still more when they
heard their mother come to see what
they were doing, and then they burst
out laughing. Their mother laughed,
too. “My, how pretty my little girls
look today,” she said. They were
pretty clothes long ago, weren’t they,
Mother?” said Kay.

They were my prettiest
clothes,” her mother told her.
They look funny now because
nobody wears that kind
anymore. Clothes change. But I
know a way of dressing up that
never changes and never gets
old.”
“You do?” asked Karin. She
wanted to know all about it!
“Yes,” her mother explained,
“by dressing up on the inside
you will always be pretty.”
“But how can we dress up on
the inside?” asked Karin.
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“Well, you see,” said her mother,
“you are more than just a body.
You are also a person living inside
your body, and, the Holy Bible
says that we have a heart and
soul. This part of you, you can
dress and decorate by being having
a meek and quiet spirit, that is in
the sight of God of great price.”
By being sweet, friendly, and
helpful too.

Kay looked at her shoes and dress.
“Is it wrong to dress up and be
pretty on the outside?” she asked.
“No,” her mother answered, “it’s
not wrong, but it’s not important.
It’s more important to be pretty on
the inside, because that’s what
Jesus wants for us.”

Let’s ask Jesus to make us pretty
on the inside:
“Dear Lord Jesus,
We are glad that you love us whether
we are pretty or not. Please make us
pretty on the inside by giving us
Jesus’ love and the Holy Spirit.
Please help us to be kind, lovely, and
clean on the inside, and forgive us
when we are mean and selfish and
proud. We ask this in Your Name,
Jesus. Amen.”
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