
Gift giving is a time-honored tradi-
tion in our society. Part of the celebrating 
of many holidays involves the giving of 
gifts: Christmas, Valentine’s Day, Mother’s 
Day, and Father’s Day. Then there are the 
more personal occasions: birthdays, an-
niversaries,  weddings—the list goes on.

We spend a lot of time and money 

In polite society much to do is made 
about sentiment. Most of us have re-
ceived a gift that we either did not want 
or did not like. While the gift itself may 
not be satisfying, we console ourselves 

it’s the thought 
that counts
on its own merits but upon the intent 
of the giver. We recognize that while 
the gift may not be what we want, we 
appreciate the sentiment behind it. In 

polite society the thought behind the 
gift is more important than the gift.

The ideal gift is one that is wanted by 
the recipient. It is even more valuable if 
it is also needed by the recipient.

An important aspect of a gift is that it 
is free. A gift is not a reward. Rewards 
are given to recognize accomplishments. 
They are earned. A gift is given regardless 
of the merit of the person to whom it is 
given. It is initiated by the will of the 
giver not by the actions of the recipient.

Another important aspect of a gift is 
that it can be accepted or rejected. 
The recipient is under no obligation 

is left with the gift. 
Once a true gift is accepted, it will 

not be taken back. It is not a loan—
something to be possessed for a while 

then returned to the giver. A gift is a 
transfer of ownership. What the giver 
once owned becomes the sole posses-
sion of the recipient. 

That brings us to the most important 
gift in human history. Although it is a 
gift that many people know nothing 
about, it is a gift for everyone—every-
one who has lived, is living, or will ever 
live. It is a gift that everyone needs.

It is a true gift. It is free. It is given 
without merit—nothing can be done 
to earn it. Once received it will not 

one’s need and it may be accepted or 

The gift God is willing to give us 
is freedom from the penalty, power, 
and presence of sin.

Being freed from the penalty of 

sin means that we will not experi-
ence the punishment that every sinner 
deserves. Being freed from the power 
of sin means that we can choose to 
do what is right and have the power 
to carry out that choice. Being freed 
from the presence of sin means that 

Heaven without the sin that destroys 
individuals and families and nations.

Today, the general notion is that after 
our life on earth we automatically trans-
fer to some form of spiritual environ-
ment. Wherever that may be, those who 
during their life on earth were especially 

In the end everyone is treated fairly 
and lives happily ever after.

This notion is not exactly accurate, 

according to the Bible.
The Bible says that all of us are sin-

..all people have sinned, they have 

fallen short of God’s glory.

...as Scripture says, not one person 

has God’s approval.

The only thing a sinner deserves is 
The payment for sin is 

death...

That means that all of us, regardless of 
our wonderful personality or benevolent 
activities, deserve eternal punishment. 
According to what God says in the 
Bible, there is no eternal bliss in store 
for us unless something is done about 
our sinfulness.

Fortunately, God has provided a so-
lution to this problem. As the last part 

the gift that God freely gives is 

everlasting life found in Christ Jesus 

our Lord.

That’s the gift that we all need. 
God 

saved you through faith as an act of 

kindness. You had nothing to do with 

it. Being saved is a gift from God. 

It’s not the result of anything you’ve 

done, so no one can brag about it.

Thankfully, for us sinners, Jesus 
Christ has paid the penalty for our sin.

Christ never committed any sin. 

He never spoke deceitfully. Christ 

never verbally abused those who 

verbally abused him. When he suf-

fered, he didn’t make any threats but 

left everything to the one who judges 

fairly. Christ carried our sins in his 

body on the cross so that freed from 

our sins, we could live a life that has 

God’s approval.

All we have to do is accept the gift. 
If you declare that Jesus is Lord, and 

believe that God brought him back to 

life, you will be saved.

Will you accept God’s wonderful 
gift today? It is the gift that counts!
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