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The Beatitudes
1. When Jesus preached the sermon on the mount, He taught what we know as “the Beatitudes.”
The word beatitude means supreme blessedness. The beatitudes teach us the way to the blessings of God, our 
Heavenly Father; how to truly be blessed. Greek-makarios (mak-ar-ee-os): to be recognized (by God) as one
who deserves to be rewarded; or to be fortunate, happy, or prosperous in every area of life. Jesus’ main
reason for teaching the beatitudes, was to instruct the people in the ways of perfection. By perfection, we
do not mean living a sinless life, or never making any mistakes. But we are speaking of completeness; being
fully developed in a spiritual manner, or becoming mature in the ways of God. Many times, Jesus went out of
the cities, and went up into the mountains, in order to get away from the multitudes of people who
continually followed Him; and to have some time to pray and to be alone with his disciples. This was usually
when He had his best opportunities, to teach and to instruct them. We read in Mark 3:13: “And He goeth up
into a mountain, and calleth unto Him whom He would: and they came unto Him.” We can be sure, that as
popular as Jesus was; because of all the many blessed things which He done; healing every where that He
went, even raising the dead many times, and performing miracles of every kind; that He undoubtedly was
always followed by multitudes of people. And the best places that He could find to teach and instruct the
common people, as well as his own personal disciples, was either out by the side of the sea, or up in the
mountains; away from the crowded cities.
2. In Matthew chapter 5, verses 1-12, we read of how Jesus went up into the mountains, and sat down, and
taught his disciples the beatitudes. We read: “And seeing the multitudes, He went up into a mountain: and
when He was set, his disciples came unto Him: And He opened his mouth, and taught them, saying, “Blessed
are the poor in spirit: for their’s is the kingdom of Heaven. Blessed are they that mourn:
for they shall be comforted. Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.
Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.
Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart: for
they shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of
God. Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for their’s is the
kingdom of God. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall
say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice and be exceeding glad:
for great is your reward in Heaven: for also persecuted they the prophets which were
before you.” We will now study, a little more in depth, each one of the beatitudes, which Jesus taught to
his disciples.
3. “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for their’s is the kingdom of heaven.”
A. Poor-Greek-ptochos (pto-khos): as a beggar; one who is in distress or in need. In this particular 
situation, one who realizes their own spiritual incapability; and realizes the importance of depending totally 
upon God, for their spiritual strength and leadership. 
 
 
 
B. In spirit. Greek-pneuma (pnyoo-mah): speaking of the invisible human soul. This particular beatitude is 
referring to those who realize that the prosperity or growth of their spiritual being can never be 
accomplished by their own power of efforts; but only through the name of Jesus Christ; and by his shed 
blood. 
C. For theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. Greek-basileia (bas-il-i-ah): the royalty or realm of God’s promised
land, which He tells us of in his Word; that land which we are told of in Rev. chapters 21 & 22; that eternal
home for all children of God.
4. “Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.”
A. Mourn-Greek-pentheo (pen-theh-o): to grieve (by feelings or by actions) or to wail; representing a time 
of sorrow, or a time when one experiences pain. 
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B. Comforted-Greek-parakaleo (par-ak-al-eh-o): to call for or to seek (comfort); to receive rest or ease
(from distress, sorrow, or pain), or to be delivered (from trouble, pain, or distress of any kind). Jesus told
us in John 16:20: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, That ye shall weep and lament, but the 
world shall rejoice: and ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into 
j o y . ”
5. “Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.”
A. Meek-Greek-pratis (prah-ooce): mild, humble, or gentle; to be of a humble or gentle spirit; to be 
non-aggressive; one who does not seek self-satisfaction, but has a spirit of surrenderance; especially unto 
God; but also unto others who show evidence of being led by God. 
B. Inherit-Greek-kleronomeo (klay-ron-om-eh-o): to be an heir of (the earth); to be a sharer by lot or by 
will, or inheritance; (from God). 
C. Earth-Greek-ge (ghay): speaking of the natural earth or world; the land; terrain. Jesus is not speaking
necessarily of the inheritance of the earth itself, but of the needed provisions and desires which we have
while living upon the earth. He is saying, that if we be meek unto others, and unto God, that we will have the
most abundant of blessings, while we are living upon the earth. If we have a meek or a gentle, surrendered
spirit, toward God and toward others, seeking to be pleasing unto God, making this our first and main desire
of our heart, then God will see that we are blessed with the most abundant blessings of this life. Matt. 6:33
tells us: “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things 
shall be added unto you.” What is Jesus talking about when He speaks of “these things”? He is talking
about every thing which you shall ever need, while you live upon this earth. He is attempting to teach the
people how to never be in need of any thing; that way being by seeking Him first. He is not necessarily
saying, that we will always have every desire; for sometimes every desire, is not what is best for us; and
that is His main concern; that we have what is best for us.
 
 
6. “Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be 
f i l l e d . ”
A. Hunger-Greek-peinao (pi-nah-o): to crave or sincerely desire, to continually seek after, or to have a 
continual longing to live a righteous lifestyle. 
B. Thirst-dipsao (dip-sah-o): to crave, or to have a terrible desire for (righteousness in this case). 
C. Righteousness-Greek-dikaiosune (dik-ah-yos-oo-nay): equity, justification, right standing (with God), 
purity, or cleanliness (from sin). 
D. They shall be filled. Greek-chortazo (khor-tad-zo): to be provided for abundantly, to have every need or 
desire provided, or to be supplied to satisfaction (of the receiver). 
7. “Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.”
A. Merciful-Greek-eleemon (el-eh-ay-mone): compassionate, or to have pity upon (others); to show 
evidence of extreme mercy and compassion for other people.
B. For they shall obtain mercy. Greek- eleeo (el-eh-eh-o): to receive (as a return) for something given
(mercy); to reap in return for something sown. This brings our minds back to the words of Jesus in Luke
6:38, which says: “Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and 
shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same 
measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.” This does not necessarily
refer only to finances, but to anything which we give freely.
C. Mercy-Greek-eleeo (el-eh-eh-o): divine compassion or mercy; to have such for others. 
8. “Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.”
A. Pure-Greek-katharos (kath-ar-os): clean, clear, or purified; or to be cleansed from sin (by the blood of 
Jesus), and to be free from all desire to commit sin in any way.
B. In heart. Greek-kardia (kar-dee-ah): speaking of the spiritual heart, or the soul; including the thoughts or
feelings of the mind. When a person is pure in heart, cleansed from all sin and unrighteousness, they are also
cleansed in the mind of all evil thoughts and desires. They will have the mind of Christ. 1 Cor. 2:16 tells us:
“For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that He may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.” We
also read in 2 Cor. 5:17: “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed
away; behold, all things are become new.” This is speaking of having our heart and our mind cleansed from
all sin and unrighteousness; having new desires, having new and clean thoughts in our mind, and being filled
with God’s Holy Spirit.
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C. For they shall see God. Greek-optanomai (op-tan-om-ahee): as to recognize or realize the divine presence
or reality of God. This is not necessarily speaking of physically seeing God with the natural eye; even though 
the time will truly come, when this will take place. 
But this is speaking of having a continual recognition, or realization, of God’s divine presence with us at all
times, while we live on the earth. This will be through the power of his Holy Spirit, who lives in us.
9. “Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.”
A. Peacemakers-Greek-eirenopoios (i-ray-nop-oy-os): pacificatory; meaning to lead to peace; one who 
works to make or to develop peace or agreement (among people). 
B. For they shall be called. Greek-kaleo (kal-eh-o): recognized or identified (as children of God). 
C. Children of God. Greek-huios (hwee-os): sons (of God); brought about by rebirth (from the old sinful
lifestyle; through the shed blood of Jesus Christ). Phil. 2:14-15 tells us: “Do all things without murmurings
and disputings. That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a
crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world.”
10. “Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the
kingdom of Heaven.”
A. Persecuted-Greek-dioko (dee-o-ko): to be followed after or pursued for the purpose of bringing 
sufferings or hardship upon; to be harassed, placed under hardship, or made to suffer. 
B. For righteousness sake. For the cause of living righteously, in the midst of an environment of wrong 
doing, or sin. When we face persecution for the sake of Jesus Christ, it should bring joy to our heart; and 
give us the motivation to want to continue serving the Lord; just because we have been accounted worthy to
suffer for his name sake. 
C. For theirs is the kingdom of Heaven. The royalty of God, or the place of his eternal existence; that place 
which we are told of in his holy Word; which shall be the eternal reward of all of the children of God. 
11. “Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all 
manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.”
A. Revi le you. Greek-oneidizo (on-i-did-zo): to defame or to tear down one’s reputation or character; done
so by speaking lies or by spreading false information about another.
B. Persecute you. From the same Greek word as #10A; to bring severe hardship or suffering upon another 
person. 
C. And say all manner. Hebrew-derek (deh-rek): speaking of all different types or fashions (of evil); to 
speak of something which is performed in all different ways (evil in this case).
 
D. Of evil. Greek-poneros (pon-ay-os): hurtful or sinful words or actions, calamity, wickedness, 
maliciousness, or harm of any kind (or words of such). 
E. Against you falsely. Greek-pseudomai (psyoo-dom-ahee): untrue, lies, or false accusation. 
F. For my sake. Greek-heneka (hen-ek-ah): for the account of, or for the good or the benefit of (Jesus’
name).
12. Jesus ends his teaching of the beatitudes, by telling us in verse 12: “Rejoice, and be exceeding 
glad: for great is your reward in Heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which 
were before you.”
A. Rejoice-Greek-chairo (khah-ee-ro): to be cheerful, happy, or joyous; or to give glory and praise unto 
God. 
B. And be exceeding. Greek-lian (lee-an): much, greatly, highly, to a great extent.
C. Glad-Greek-agalliao (ag-al-lee-ah-o): greatly rejoicing; or to be filled with joy. 
D. For great. Greek-polus (pol-oos): much, large, abundantly, or plentifully. 
E. Is your reward. Greek-misthos (mis-thos): pay, wages, earnings (for good deeds). 
F. In Heaven. Greek-ouranos (oo-ran-os): speaking of the eternal home above the skies. 
G. For so persecuted they the prophets which were before you. Speaking of all the former prophets, or 
writers, which lived before Jesus came to the earth. 
Conc lus ion :
Jesus’ main concern for his disciples was that they know how to receive the blessings, which the Heavenly
Father had for them, and for all mankind. This was his main reason for taking them up into the mountains. He
taught them on many occasions, when they were alone and away from everyone else. He is greatly concerned
for us all, and desires for us all to receive all the blessings of the Heavenly Father. This is why He told us to
study and meditate upon his holy Word. All these many promises which He informed his disciples of, are for
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anyone who will just take God at his word, and be obedient unto Him. It is up to us, whether or not we
receive these blessings which Jesus promises. So how about you? Do you desire to walk in poverty, and in
pain and suffering; or do you choose to walk in the many blessings, which our Heavenly Father has provided
for us, through Jesus his Son?
Calvin Smith


