
David-The Man After God's Own Heart 

1. David was a man who is long-remembered, for his life of sincere 
dedication to the Lord; a man who usually always sought God during times 
when wisdom and courage were needed. Yet at the same time, David was a 
man who was subject to temptation and sin , just as we all are. For the most 
part, David lived a life which would be a good example for any person to 
follow. We will take a brief review of the life of David. David was the son of 
Jesse; a Bethlehemite; and the youngest of eight sons. David was the keeper 
of his father's sheep. He was known for his bravery and courage; even as the 
keeper of sheep. The holy scriptures tell us that he once killed both a lion and 
a bear which tried to attack the flock. We read in 1 Sam. 17:34-36: “And 
David said unto Saul, Thy servant kept his father’s sheep, and there came a 
lion, and a bear, and took a lamb out of the flock: And I went out after him, 
and smote him, and delivered it out of his mouth: and when he arose against 
me, I caught him by his beard, and smote him, and slew him. Thy servant slew 
both the lion and the bear: and this uncircumcised Philistine (Goliath) shall be 
as one of them, seeing he hath defied the armies of the living God.” David is 
also remembered as the writer of many Psalms. He was the second king of 
the kingdom of Israel; and was an ancestor of Jesus Christ. David was also 
noted for his great talent with the harp. 
2. We read in 1 Sam. 16:1-13: “And the Lord said unto Samuel, How long wilt 
thou mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel? Fill 
thine horn with oil, and go, I will send thee to Jesse the Bethlehemite: for I 
have provided me a king among his sons. And Samuel said, How can I go? If 
Saul hear it, he will kill me. And the Lord said, Take an heifer with thee, and 
say, I am come to sacrifice to the Lord. And call Jesse to the sacrifice, and I 
will show thee what thou shalt do: and thou shalt anoint unto me him whom I 
name unto thee. 
And Samuel did that which the Lord spake, and came to Bethlehem. And the 
elders of the town trembled at his coming, and said, Comest thou peaceably? 
And he said, Peaceably: I am come to sacrifice unto the Lord: sanctify 
yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice. And he sanctified Jesse and 
his sons, and called them to the sacrifice. And it came to pass, when they 
were come, that he looked on Eliab, and said, Surely the Lord's anointed is 
before him. But the Lord said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or 
on the height of his stature; because I have refused him: for the Lord seeth 
not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord 
looketh on the heart. Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before 
Samuel. And he said, Neither hath the Lord chosen this. Then Jesse made 



Shammah to pass by. And he said, Neither hath the Lord chosen this. Again, 
Jesse made seven of his sons to pass before Samuel. And Samuel said unto 
Jesse, The Lord hath not chosen these. And Samuel said unto Jesse, Are 
here all thy children? And he said, There remainest yet the youngest, and, 
behold, he keepeth the sheep. And Samuel said unto Jesse, Send and fetch 
him: for we will not sit down till he come hither. And he sent, and brought him 
in. Now he was ruddy, and withal of a beautiful countenance, and goodly to 
look to. And the Lord said, Arise, anoint him: for this is he. Then Samuel took 
the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren: and the spirit 
of the Lord came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel rose up, and 
went to Ramah.” 
A. Samuel was mourning over Saul; who had recently been rejected as king, 
by God. He was instructed by God, to go to Jesse the Bethlehemite. For He 
was going to provide a king for Israel, from among the sons of Jesse. 
B. At first, Samuel was afraid of being killed by Saul; if Saul should hear of 
Samuel's plans. But God told Samuel to take an heifer with him; and tell them 
that he had come to sacrifice unto the Lord. God told Samuel to invite Jesse 
to the sacrifice; and the one to be anointed as king would be named. 
a. Samuel was to take a heifer. Hebrew-eglah (eg-law): a calf which is nearly 
full grown; a cow or steer.
b. God would name the one to be anointed. Hebrew-mashach (maw-shakh): to 
rub with oil; an act which figuratively represents God's blessings upon one; or 
God's choosing. 
C. When Samuel came to Bethlehem, the elders of the town trembled. 
a. Elders-Hebrew-zagen (zaw-kane): aged, older men (or women); senators, 
government leaders.
b. Trembled-Hebrew-charad (khaw-rad): to shudder with terror or with fear; 
to be filled with anxiety; to become uncomfortable. 
!
c. The people of the town had probably heard of some of the previous 
actions, or proclamations, which had been performed or prophesied by the 
prophet Samuel. And therefore, they assumed that he had came to 
Bethlehem for some other important reason. But Samuel told them that he 
had came peacefully, to sacrifice unto the Lord. 
D. Samuel told the elders to sanctify themselves; and to come with him to 
the sacrifice. Hebrew-qadash (kaw-dash): to be pronounced clean; to purify 
oneself (spiritually) by getting all sin confessed and repented of. 
Sanctification, at this time, always involved the giving of a sacrifice (since 
this was prior to the giving of the perfect sacrifice; Jesus).
E. Jesse had seven of his sons to pass before Samuel; but none of these 



were the chosen of the Lord. 

F. God told Samuel to look not on the countenance; nor on the height of the 
stature; for the Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the 
outward appearance; but the Lord looketh upon the heart. 
a. Countenance-Hebrew-mareh (mar-eh): the view or the appearance; the 
shape; speaking of the physical body; as to height, weight, beauty, etc. 
b. Stature-Hebrew-qowmah (ko-maw): the height of the physical body; how 
tall. 
G. When Samuel inquired of Jesse, as to whether or not these were all of his 
sons, Jesse told him that there still remained the youngest of his sons. 
Samuel told Jesse to send and fetch him; for they would not sit down, until 
he came hither. 
H. David was brought in; and he was ruddy. Hebrew-admoniy or admowniy (ad-
mo-nee): reddish (hair or complexion); to show blood in the face; flush or 
rosy; probably without darker or tanned complexion. 
I. Withal of a beautiful countenance. Hebrew-im (eem): with; to have or to 
possess.
J. Goodly to look upon. Hebrew-towb (tobe): pleasant, favorable, fair; also 
including kindness, joyful, and cheerful. 
K. David was anointed as king by Samuel, in the midst of his brethren; and 
the Spirit of the Lord came upon him from that day forward. 
3. David's anointing, evidently, had been kept a secret from Saul. For God's 
Word told us, that Samuel was at first, afraid of being killed by Saul. At this 
present time, Saul seemed to show no remorse toward David. But we are also 
told in 1 Sam. 16:14: “But the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and an 
evil spirit from the Lord troubled him.” We all know, that God has no 
relationship with evil spirits. This scripture is telling us, that after the Spirit 
of God departed from Saul, that an evil spirit came and troubled him. 
If we do not have the Spirit of God within us, we will be troubled by all kinds 
of evil spirits. This does not mean that the evil spirits are actually from God, 
or sent by him; but that the protecting hand of God is withdrawn from our 
life; and therefore, the door is wide open for the evil spirits to come in and 
take over. Our shield, or our barrier, is taken down; and we cannot offer any 
opposition toward the evil spirits. 
4. We are told in 1 Sam. chapter 15, of the great sin which Saul committed, 
which brought about his rejection by God to continue as king. We read in 1 
Sam. 15:1-9: “Samuel, also said unto Saul, The Lord sent me to anoint thee 
to be king over his people, over Israel: now therefore hearken thou unto the 
voice of the words of the Lord. Thus saith the Lord of hosts, I remember 



that which Am’-a-lek did to Israel, how he laid wait for him in the way, when 
he came up from Egypt. Now go and smite Am’-a-lek, and utterly destroy all 
that they have, and spare them not; but slay both man and woman, infant 
and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass. And Saul gathered the people 
together, and numbered them in Te-la’-im, two hundred thousand footmen, 
and ten thousand men of Judah. And Saul came to a city of Am’-a-lek, and 
laid wait in the valley. And Saul said unto the Ken’-ites, Go, depart, get you 
down from among the Am’-a-lek-ites, lest I destroy you with them: for ye 
shewed kindness to all the children of Israel, when they came up out of 
Egypt. So the ken’-ites departed from among the Am’-a-lek-ites. And Saul 
smote the Am’-a’lek’ites from Hav’-i-lah until thou comest to Shur, that is 
over against Egypt. And he took A’-gag the king of the Am’-a-lek-ites alive, 
and utterly destroyed all the people with the edge of the sword. But Saul and 
the people spared A’-gag, and the best of the sheep, and of the oxen, and of 
the fatlings, and the lambs, and all that was good, and would not utterly 
destroy them: but every thing that was vile and refuse, that they destroyed 
utterly.” And in 1 Sam. 15:17-28, we read: “And Samuel said, When thou 
wast little in thine own sight, wast thou not made the head of the tribes of 
Israel, and the Lord anointed thee king over Israel? And the Lord sent thee on 
a journey, and said, Go and utterly destroy the sinners the Am’-a-lek-ites, 
and fight against them until they be consumed. Wherefore then didst thou 
not obey the voice of the Lord, but didst fly upon the spoil, and didst evil in 
the sight of the Lord? And Saul said unto Samuel, Yea, I have obeyed the 
voice of the Lord, and have gone the way which the Lord sent me, and have 
brought A’-gag the king of Am’-a-lek, and have utterly destroyed the Am’-a-
lek-ites. But the people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the chief of the 
things which should have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice unto the Lord 
thy God in Gil’-gal. And Samuel said, Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt 
offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey 
is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams. For rebellion is 
as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. 
Because thou hast rejected the word of the Lord, He hath also rejected thee 
from being king. And Saul said unto Samuel, I have sinned: for I have 
transgressed the commandment of the Lord, and thy words: because I 
feared the people, and obeyed their voice. Now therefore, I pray thee, pardon 
my sin, and turn again with me, that I may worship the Lord. And Samuel said 
unto Saul, I will not return with thee: for thou hast rejected the word of the 
Lord, and the Lord hath rejected thee from being king over Israel. And as 
Samuel turned about to go away, he laid hold upon the skirt of his mantle, 
and it rent. 



And Samuel said unto him, The Lord hath rent the kingdom of Israel from 
thee this day, and hath given it to a neighbor of thine, that is better than 
thou.” Even though God allowed Saul to remain in this position until his death, 
we can plainly see from the holy scriptures, that God's hand of blessing and 
protection, was removed from him. We read in 1 Sam. 16:14: “But the Spirit 
of the Lord departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the Lord troubled 
him.” 
5. We read further, in 1 Sam. 16:15-18: “And Saul’s servants said unto him, 
Behold now, an evil spirit from God troubleth thee. Let our lord now command 
thy servants, which are before thee, to seek out a man, who is a cunning 
player on an harp: and it shall come to pass, when the evil spirit from God is 
upon thee, that he shall play with his hand, and thou shalt be well. And Saul 
said unto his servants, Provide me now a man that can play well, and bring 
him to me. Then answered one of the servants, and said, Behold, I have seen 
a son of Jesse the Beth’-le-hem-ite, that is cunning in playing, and a mighty 
valiant man, and a man of war, and prudent in matters, and a comely person, 
and the Lord is with him.”
A. David was cunning in playing. Hebrew-yada (yaw-dah): to have knowledge 
and ability; to be observed or recognized; to be famous or skillful (for playing 
the harp). Many of the Psalms recognize David as the chief musician. (Psalm 
19, 31, 53, 55, 84, & 85) 
B. David was also a mighty valiant man. Hebrew-chayil (khah-yil): strong 
(spiritually speaking): to be recognized as a high-spirited person; as to be 
talented or knowledgeable. 
C. Prudent in matters. Hebrew-biyh (bene): intelligent or understanding.
D. A comely person. Hebrew-toar (to-ar): to be of good or favorable stature; 
one who is looked upon as pleasant to be accompanied by. 
E. The Lord is with him. When the Spirit of the Lord is within a person, it will 
be noticed. They will bear appealing or desirable fruit, which will get the 
attention of all the people around us. 
6. We read in verses 19-20, of 1 Sam. 16: “Wherefore Saul sent 
messengers unto Jesse, and said, Send me David thy son, which is with the 
sheep. And Jesse took an ass laden with bread, and a bottle of wine, and a 
kid, and sent them by David his son unto Saul.”
Whether or not Jesse was aware of Saul’s sin, we do not know. But we can 
see that he did, still show respect for Saul. 
7. 1 Samuel 16:21 tells us: “And David came to Saul, and stood before him: 
and he loved him greatly; and he became his armorbearer.” Hebrew-nasa 
(naw-saw): one who carries the armor of the king; as a servant or a prince; 
one who carried additional weapons; and one who also had to make sure that 



the enemy soldiers were dead after being struck. 
If the enemies were only wounded, then the armourbearer had to finish the 
job. 
8. We read in 1 Samuel 16:22-23: “And Saul sent to Jesse, saying, Let 
David, I pray thee, stand before me; for he hath found favor in my sight. And 
it came to pass, when the evil spirit from God was upon Saul, that David took 
an harp, and played with his hand: so Saul was refreshed, and was well, and 
the evil spirit departed from him.” 
A. David found favor in the sight of Saul. Hebrew-chen (khane): 
graciousness, kindness, or mercy; to feel loved. 
B. David took an harp, and played with his hand; and Saul was refreshed. 
Hebrew-ravach (raw-vakh): to be revived (both physically and spiritually); to 
feel and receive strength (in body, soul, and mind). Anyone who has ever 
experienced such, knows that when we begin to play Christian music; just 
begin to listen and allow the Spirit of God to move; that we receive a feeling 
which cannot be described in words. We begin to feel strong; in our body and 
in our spirit; and a joyous feeling comes into our soul, which is above all other 
feelings. All fear, contention, and feelings of strife, are driven away. We 
receive spiritual freedom like is received in no other way. For all evil spirits 
are driven away, and the Spirit of God begins to move, like He does at no 
other time. 
C. Saul was well, and the evil spirit departed from him. From the same 
Hebrew word as goodly; in number 2 (J); meaning to be at ease, to be 
cheerful, pleasant, happy, or merry. 
9. One of the most remarkable events in the life of David, was when he 
defeated the Philistine giant; Goliath. We are told of this story in 1 Samuel 
chapter 17. 
A. Goliath was the champion of the Philistine army. Referring to a leader or a 
prize fighter; one chosen to be a leader, or a representative, for an army. 
B. Goliath was six cubits and a span tall; which was over nine feet tall. He 
wore a helmet of brass, a coat of mail (weighing 125 pounds), shin armors, a 
shield of brass upon his shoulders, a spear with a head weighing around 15 
pounds, and an armor bearer always went ahead of him. 
C. Goliath was heavily armed for close-range combat. But David used 
strategy. He was armed with a suit of armor, that could bring a victory at 
any range. He had on his suit of spiritual armor. He had his loins gird about 
with truth, he wore a breastplate of righteousness, his feet were shod with 
the preparation of the gospel, he wore a shield of faith, a helmet of 
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit of God was always in his mouth. David 
had no fear whatsoever; for God had already given him the wisdom to bring 



about a total victory. He defeated him with a simple sling and five small 
stones. David needed not all the heavy armor for this challenge with Goliath. 
!
D. David killed Goliath, and then cut off his head. He then returned home with 
the giant's head; for which he became a hero unto the people. 
10. The heroism of David aroused jealousy and anger in Saul. David's 
bravery, however, was admired by Jonathan, Saul's son; and he and David 
became best of friends. Their blessed friendship lasted until Jonathan's 
death. We read in 1 Sam. 18:1-4: “And it came to pass, when he had made an 
end of speaking unto Saul, that the soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of 
David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul. And Saul took him that day, 
and would let him go no more home to his father’s house. Then Jonathan and 
David made a covenant, because he loved him as his own soul. And Jonathan 
stripped himself of the robe that was upon him, and gave it to David, and his 
garments, even to his sword, and to his bow, and to his girdle.”
11. Saul later set David over his men of war; and David was accepted in the 
sight of all the people; and in the sight of all of Saul's servants. 1 Sam. 18:5 
tells us: “And David went out whithersoever Saul sent him, and behaved 
himself wisely: and Saul set him over the men of war, and he was accepted in 
the sight of all the people, and also in the sight of Saul’s servants.”
12. After a little time, the women of Israel done something which began to 
stir up jealousy in Saul's heart toward David. We read about it in 1 Samuel 
18:6-9: “And it came to pass as they came, when David was returned from 
the slaughter of the Philistine, that the women came out of all cities of 
Israel, singing and dancing, to meet king Saul, with tabrets, with joy, and with 
instruments of music. And the women answered one another as they played, 
and said, Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands. And Saul 
was very wroth, and the saying displeased him; and he said, They have 
ascribed unto David ten thousands, and to me they have ascribed but 
thousands: and what can he have more but the kingdom? And Saul eyed David 
from that day and forward.”
A. The women came out singing and dancing, to meet king Saul with tabrets. 
Hebrew-toph (tofe): a tambourine or a timbrel.
B. The women said: “Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten 
thousands.” What a stupid thing to say in front of the king, unless a person 
was absolutely determined to start a civil war. 
C. Saul was very wroth. Hebrew-charah (khaw-raw): angry or mad; grieved; 
intensed, or to be blazed up in fury. 
D. The saying displeased him. Hebrew-raa (raw-ah): to make good for 
nothing; to cause to be filled with a spirit of mischief, or revenge; to 



aggravate to the point of making one desire to do evil. 
!
E. Saul eyed David from that day and forward. Hebrew-avan (aw-van): to 
watch in jealousy or suspicion; as to hope to see some sort of unlawful or 
sinful action. Saul was hoping to find some reason to justify putting David to 
death. 
13. On one occasion, as David was playing his harp, an evil spirit entered into 
Saul; and Saul picked up a javelin. Saul thought that it would be a good time to 
kill David. 
So he cast his javelin at David; but David escaped from him twice. We read in 
1 Sam. 18:10-11: “And it came to pass on the morrow, that the evil spirit 
from God came upon Saul, and he prophesied in the midst of the house: and 
David played with his hand as at other times: and there was a javelin in Saul’s 
hand. And Saul cast the javelin; for he said, I will smite David even to the wall 
with it. And David avoided out of his presence twice.” And 1 Sam. 19:9-10 
tells us: “And the evil spirit from the Lord was upon Saul, as he sat in his 
house with his javelin in his hand: and David played with his hand. And Saul 
sought to smite David even to the wall with the javelin; but he slipped away 
out of Saul’s presence, and he smote the javelin into the wall: and David fled, 
and escaped that night.” David's ability to escape, caused Saul to begin to be 
afraid of him; because Saul could see that the hand of God was upon David. 
Yet he also knew, that God’s hand had departed from himself. Therefore, 
Saul put David in charge of one thousand of his soldiers. David was very wise 
in his actions, being as the Lord was with him; and this continually put even 
more fear into Saul. But all Israel and Judah loved David very much. We read 
in 1 Sam. 18:12-16: “And Saul was afraid of David, because the Lord was 
with him, and was departed from Saul. Therefore Saul removed him from 
him, and made him his captain over a thousand; and he went out and came in 
before the people. And David behaved himself wisely in all his ways; and the 
Lord was with him. Wherefore when Saul saw that he behaved himself very 
wisely, he was afraid of him. But all Israel and Judah loved David, because he 
went out and came in before them.” 
14. There were many occasions on which Saul attempted to kill David; but he 
was unsuccessful on every one of his attempts. On at least one occasion, 
Jonathan, Saul’s son, persuaded his father, to spare David’s life. 1 Sam. 
19:1-7 tells us: “And Saul spake to Jonathan his son, and to all his servants, 
that they should kill David. But Jonathan Saul’s son delighted much in David: 
and Jonathan told David, saying, Saul my father seeketh to kill thee: now 
therefore, I pray thee, take heed to thyself until the morning, and abide in a 
secret place, and hide thyself: And I will go out and stand beside my father in 



the field where thou art, and I will commune with my father of thee; and what 
I see, that I will tell thee. And Jonathan spake good of David unto Saul his 
father, and said unto him, Let not the king sin against his servant, against 
David; because he hath not sinned against thee, and because his works have 
been to thee-ward very good: For he did put his life in his hand, and slew the 
Philistine, and the Lord wrought a great salvation for all Israel: thou sawest 
it, and didst rejoice: wherefore then wilt thou sin against innocent blood, to 
slay David without a cause? And Saul hearkened unto the voice of Jonathan: 
and Saul sware, As the Lord liveth, he shall not be slain. And Jonathan called 
David, and Jonathan showed him all those things. And Jonathan brought David 
to Saul, and he was in his presence, as in times past.” 
A. Jonathan delighted in David. Hebrew-chaphets (khaw-fates): to be very 
pleased with; to desire (the friendship of); to favor or to love very much. 
B. Take heed to thyself. Hebrew-shamar (shaw-mar): to take steps for self 
protection; to guard (thyself); to beware (of danger); to be on watch. 
C. Abide in a secret place. Hebrew-cether (say-ther): covered (from danger); 
hiding place; private (unknown to others); a concealed spot or place.
D. I will commune with my father. Hebrew-dabar (daw-bar): to speak; to 
discuss a matter with another; to communicate (in this case, to attempt to 
persuade another person in some way). 
E. Jonathan spake good of David. Hebrew-towb (tobe): favorable, kindly, 
loving, or joyful. 
F. His works have been thee-ward. To be for the benefit of (thee); to one’s 
advantage; for one’s own good. 
G. Innocent blood. Hebrew-naqiy (naw-kee): clean or blameless; free or 
guiltless; having done no wrong. As we learned earlier, David and Jonathan 
loved one another very much. So on this one occasion, Jonathan was able to 
talk his father Saul, into sparing David's life. 
15. Saul made attempt after attempt to kill David; but he was never 
successful. We read of one attempt, in which David's wife, Michal, let him 
down through a window; and then performed quite an act of deception. We 
read about Michal's actions in 1 Sam. 19:11-18: “Saul also sent messengers 
unto David's house, to watch him, and to slay him in the morning: and Michal 
David's wife told him, saying, If thou save not thy life tonight, tomorrow thou 
shalt be slain. So Michal let David down through a window: and he went, and 
fled, and escaped. And Michal took an image, and laid it in the bed, and put a 
pillow of goats' hair for his bolster, and covered it with a cloth. And when 
Saul sent messengers to take David, she said, he is sick. And Saul sent the 
messengers again to see David, saying, Bring him up to me in the bed, that I 
may slay him. And when the messengers were come in, behold, there was an 



image in the bed, with a pillow of goats' hair for his bolster. And Saul said 
unto Michal, Why hast thou deceived me so, and sent away mine enemy, that 
he is escaped? And Michal answered Saul, He said unto me, Let me go; why 
should I kill thee? So David fled, and escaped, and came to Samuel to Ramah, 
and told him all that Saul had done to him. And he and Samuel went and dwelt 
in Naioth.”
A. Bolster-Hebrew-meraashah (mer-ah-ash-aw): a headpiece or a head-rest; 
a pillow.
16. 1 Samuel, chapters 20-30, tell us more about the great relationship 
which David had with Jonathan. 
They also tell us of how David had to continually be on the run from Saul. Saul 
chased him continually; only for the purpose of killing him. But God's hand 
was always upon David. Therefore, every one of Saul's attempts to kill David 
were unsuccessful. Chapter 21, verses 1-6, tells us of the time when David 
went into the temple, and was given the holy bread by the priest. We read: 
“Then came David to Nob to Ahimelech the priest: and Ahimelech was afraid 
at the meeting of David, and said unto him, Why art thou alone, and no man 
with thee? And David said unto Ahimelech the priest, The king hath 
commanded me a business, and hath said unto me, Let no man know any 
thing of the business whereabout I send thee, and what I have commanded 
thee: and I have appointed my servants to such and such a place. Now 
therefore what is under thine hand? Give me five loaves of bread in mine 
hand, or what there is present. And the priest answered David, and said, 
There is no common bread under mine hand, but there is hallowed bread; if 
the young men have kept themselves at least from women. And David 
answered the priest, and said unto him, Of a truth women have been kept 
from us about these three days, since I came out and the vessels of the 
young men are holy, and the bread is in a manner common, yea, though it 
were sanctified this day in the vessel. So the priest gave him hallowed bread: 
for there was no bread there but the showbread, that was taken from 
before the Lord, to put hot bread in the day when it was taken away.”
A. Common bread. Hebrew-chol (khole): unholy; speaking of the regular 
bread, which was eaten by those outside of the temple; the bread which was 
not preserved for the holy services in the temple. 
B. Hallowed bread. Hebrew-qodesh (ko-desh): that which is pronounced 
sacred or holy; that which was preserved for the holy services in the temple; 
also known as showbread. 
This situation was referred to by Jesus, in Matt. 12:3-4, which tells us: “But 
He said unto them, Have ye not read what David did, when he was an 
hungered, and they that were with him: How he entered into the 



house of God, and did eat the showbread, which was not lawful for 
him to eat, neither for them which were with him, but only for the 
pr iests?” 
17. Chapter 31 of 1 Samuel, tells us of Saul's death; and the death of his 
three sons; Jonathan, Abinadab, and Melchi-shua. We read: “Now the 
Philistines fought against Israel: and the men of Israel fled from before the 
Philistines, and fell down slain in mount Gilboa. And the Philistines followed 
hard upon Saul and upon his sons; and the Philistines slew Jonathan, and 
Abinadab, and Melchi-shua, Saul’s sons. And the battle went sore against 
Saul, and the archers hit him; and he was sore wounded of the archers. Then 
said Saul unto his armorbearer, Draw thy sword, and thrust me through 
therewith; lest these uncircumcised come and thrust me through, and abuse 
me. But his armorbearer would not; for he was sore afraid. Therefore Saul 
took a sword, and fell upon it. And when his armorbearer saw that Saul was 
dead, he fell likewise upon his sword, and died with him. So Saul died, and his 
three sons, and his armourbearer, and all his men, that same day together. 
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And when the men of Israel that were on the other side of the valley, and 
they that were on the other side Jordan, saw that the men of Israel fled, and 
that Saul and his sons were dead, they forsook the cities, and fled; and the 
Philistines came and dwelt in them. And it came to pass on the morrow, when 
the Philistines came to strip the slain, that they found Saul and his three 
sons fallen in mount Gilboa. And they cut off his head, and stripped off his 
armor, and sent into the land of the Philistines round about to publish it in 
the house of their idols, and among the people. And they put his armor in the 
house of Ashtaroth: and they fastened his body to the wall of Beth-shan. 
And when the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead heard of that which the Philistines 
had done to Saul; All the valiant men arose, and went all night, and took the 
body of Saul and the bodies of his sons from the wall of Beth-shan, and came 
to Jabesh, and burnt them there. And they took their bones, and buried them 
under a tree at Jabesh, and fasted seven days.” 
18. We may wonder sometimes why David was called “The man after God's 
own heart”. Anyone who has ever sincerely sought God, knows, that he heart 
of God, or his main attributes, are love and forgiveness. We can certainly see 
this in the life of Jesus. We can also see from the holy scriptures, that David 
was truly, a man filled with love and forgiveness. Even though Saul 
continuously done every thing within his power, to try to kill David; and even 
though David had several opportunities to gain revenge upon Saul; David still 
continued to love Saul; and to forgive him, for all the bitterness which he had 
shown toward him. And we find a story in 2 Samuel, chapter 1, which gives us 



evidence, that David surely had the most respect for the “anointed of God”; 
regardless of what they might of been guilty of. We read verses 1-16: “Now 
it came to pass after the death of Saul, when David was returned from the 
slaughter of the Amalekites, and David had abode two days in Ziklag; It came 
even to pass on the third day, that, behold, a man came out of the camp 
from Saul with his clothes rent, and earth upon his head: and so it was, when 
he came to David, that he fell to the earth, and did obeisance. And David said 
unto him, From whence comest thou? And he said unto him, Out of the camp 
of Israel am I escaped. And David said unto him, How went the matter? I pray 
thee, tell me. And he answered, That the people are fled from the battle, and 
many of the people also are fallen and dead; and Saul and Jonathan his son 
are dead also. And David said unto the young man that told him, How knowest 
thou that Saul and Jonathan his son be dead? And the young man that told 
him said, As I happened by chance upon mount Golboa, behold, Saul leaned 
upon his spear; and, lo, the chariots and horsemen followed hard after him. 
And when he looked behind him, he saw me, and called unto me. And I 
answered, Here am I. And he said unto me, Who are thou? And I answered 
him, I am an Amalekite. He said unto me again, Stand, I pray thee, upon me, 
and slay me: for anguish is come upon me, because my life is yet whole in me. 
So I stood upon him, and slew him, because I was sure that he could not live 
after that he was fallen: and I took the crown that was upon his head, and 
the bracelet that was on his arm, and have brought them hither unto my 
lord. Then David took hold on his clothes, and rent them; and likewise all the 
men that were with him: And they mourned, and wept, and fasted until even, 
for Saul, and for Jonathan his son, and for the people of the Lord, and for 
the house of Israel; because they were fallen by the sword. And David said 
unto the young man that told him, Whence are thou? And he answered, I am 
the son of a stranger, an Amalekite. 
And David said unto him, How wast thou not afraid to stretch forth thine 
hand to destroy the Lord’s anointed? And David called one of the young men, 
and said, Go near, and fall upon him. And he smote him that he died. And 
David said unto him, Thy blood be upon thy head; for thy mouth hath testified 
against thee, saying, I have slain the Lord’s anointed.” 
19. David was first anointed as king over the house of Judah; the southern 
tribes. 2 Sam. 2:4 tells us: “And the men of Judah came, and there they 
anointed David king over the house of Judah. And they told David, saying, 
That the men of Jabesh-gilead were they that buried Saul.” Saul had been 
king over the house of Israel; or the northern tribes. After Saul's death, Ish-
bosheth, Saul's son, was anointed as king over Israel. 2 Sam. 2:8-10 tells us: 
“But Abner the son of Ner, captain of Saul’s host, took Ish-bosheth the son 



of Saul, and brought him over to Mahanaim; And made him king over Gilead, 
and over the Ashurites, and over Jezreel, and over Ephraim, and over 
Benjamin, and over all Israel. Ish-bosheth Saul’s son was forty years old when 
he began to reign over Israel, and reigned two years. But the house of Judah 
followed David.” We can see in the scriptures, that David’s influence over the 
people, grew more and more. And the influence of Ish-bosheth, just gradually 
diminished. 2 Sam. 3:1 tells us: “Now there was long war between the house 
of Saul and the house of David: but David waxed stronger and stronger, and 
the house of Saul waxed weaker and weaker.” And so a little later, David was 
not only king over Judah, but also over Israel. 2 Sam. 5:1-5 tells us: “Then 
came all the tribes of Israel to David unto Hebron, and spake, saying, Behold, 
we are thy bone and thy flesh. Also in time past, when Saul was king over us, 
thou wast he that leddest out and broughtest in Israel: and the Lord said to 
thee, Thou shalt feed my people Israel, and thou shalt be a captain over 
Israel. So all the elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron; and king David 
made a league with them in Hebron before the Lord: and they anointed David 
king over Israel. David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he 
reigned forty years. In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and six 
months: and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty and three years over all Israel and 
Judah.”
20. We can also see from the holy scriptures, that David, even though a man 
after God's own heart, was still subject to sin; just as any other human. He 
was a man with normal strengths and weaknesses; and one who committed 
sin, just as every human being does at one time or another. We are told in 2 
Samuel, chapters 11 and 12, of some of the sins of David. 
David’s Crimes Within The Kingdom Adultery 2 Sam. 11-1:13 tells us: 
“And it came to pass, after the year was expired, at the time when kings go 
forth to battle, that David sent Joab, and his servants with him, and all 
Israel; and they destroyed the children of Ammon, and besieged Rabbah. But 
David tarried still at Jerusalem. And it came to pass in an eveningtide, that 
David arose from off his bed, and walked upon the roof of the king’s house: 
and from the roof he saw a woman washing herself; and the woman was very 
beautiful to look upon. And David sent and enquired after the woman. 
And one said, Is not this Bath-sheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah 
the Hittite? 
And David sent messengers, and took her; and she came in unto him, and he 
lay with her; for she was purified from her uncleanness: and she returned 
unto her house. And the woman conceived, and sent and told David, and said, 
I am with child. And David sent to Joab, saying, Send me Uriah the Hittite. 
And Joab sent Uriah to David. And when Uriah was come unto him, David 



demanded of him how Joab did, and how the people did, and how the war 
prospered. And David said to Uriah, Go down to thy house, and wash thy feet. 
And Uriah departed out of the king’s house, and there followed him a mess of 
meat from the king. But Uriah slept at the door of the king’s house with all 
the servants of his lord, and went not down to his house. And when they had 
told David, saying, Uriah went not down unto his house, David said unto Uriah, 
Camest thou not from thy journey? Why then didst thou not go down unto 
thine house? And Uriah said unto David, The ark, and Israel, and Judah, Abide 
in tents, and my lord Joab, and the servants of my lord are encamped in the 
open fields; shall i then go into mine house to eat and to drink, and to lie with 
my wife? As thou livest, and as thy soul liveth, I will not do this thing. And 
David said to Uriah, Tarry here to day also, and to morrow I will let thee 
depart. So Uriah abode in Jerusalem that day, and the morrow. And When 
David had called him, he did eat and drink before him, and he made him drunk: 
and at even he went out to lie on his bed, with the servants of his lord, but 
went not down to his house.” 
Murder
2 Sam. 11:14-27 tells us: “And it came to pass in the morning, that David 
wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the hand of Uriah. And he wrote in the 
letter, saying, Set ye Uriah in the forefront of the hottest battle, and retire 
ye from him, that he may be smitten and die. And it came to pass, when Joab 
observed the city that he assigned Uriah unto a place where he knew that 
valiant men were. And the men of the city went out, and fought with Joab: 
and there fell some of the people of the servants of David; and Uriah the 
Hittite died also. Then Joab sent and told David all the things concerning the 
war; And charged the messenger, saying, When thou hast made an end of 
telling the matters of the war unto the king, And if so be that the king’s 
wrath arise , and he say unto thee, Wherefore approached ye so nigh unto 
the city when ye did fight? Knew ye not that they would shoot from the wall? 
Who smote Abimelech the son of Jerubbesheth? Did not a woman cast a 
piece of a millstone upon him from the wall, that he died in Thebez? Why went 
ye nigh the Wall? Then say thou, Thy servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also. 
So the messenger went, and cam e and showed David all that Joab had sent 
him for. And the messenger said unto David, Surely the men prevailed 
against us, and came out unto jus into the field, and we were upon them even 
unto the entering of the gate. And the shooters shot from off the wall upon 
thy servants; and some of the king’s servants be dead, and thy servant 
Uriah the Hittite is dead also. Then David said unto the messenger, Thus 
shalt thou say unto Joab, Let not this thing displease thee, for the sword 
devoureth one as well as another: make thy battle more strong against the 



city, and overthrow it: and encourage thou him. And when the wife of Uriah 
heard that Uriah her husband was dead, she mourned for her husband. And 
when the mourning was past, David sent and fetched her to his house, and 
she became his wife, and bare him a son. 
But the thing that David had done displeased the Lord.”
DAVID’S CONFLICTS IN THE KINGDOM-The Death of His Baby and the 
Restoration to Power We read in 2 Sam. 12:1-24: And the Lord sent 
Nathan unto David. And he came unto him, and said unto him, There were two 
men in one city; the one rich, and the other poor. The rich man had exceeding 
many flocks and herds: But the poor man had nothing, save one little ewe 
lamb, which he had bought and nourished up: and it grew up together with 
him, and with his children; it did eat of his own meat, and drank of his won 
cup, and lay in his bosom, and was unto him as a daughter. And there came a 
traveler unto the rich man, and he spared to take of his own flock and of his 
own herd, to dress for the wayfaring man that was come unto him; but took 
the poor man’s lamb, and dressed it for the man that was come to him. And 
David’s anger was greatly kindled against the man; and he said to Nathan, As 
the Lord liveth, the man that hath done this thing shall surely die: And he 
shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had 
no pity. And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man. Thus saith the Lord God 
of Israel, I anointed thee king over Israel, and I delivered thee out of the hand 
of Saul; And I gave thee thy master’s house, and thy master’s wives into thy 
bosom, and gave thee the house of Israel and of Judah; and if that had been 
too little, I would moreover have given unto thee such and such things. 
Wherefore hast thou despised the commandment of the Lord, to do evil in his 
sight? Thou has killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and hast taken his 
wife to be thy wife, and hast slain him with the sword of the children of 
Ammon. Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine house; 
because thou hast despised me, and hast taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite 
to be thy wife. Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will raise up evil against thee 
out of thine own house, and I will take thy wives before thine eyes, and give 
them unto thy neighbor, and he shall lie with thy wives in the sight of this 
sun. For thou didst it secretly: but i will do this thing before all Israel, and 
before the sun. And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the Lord. 
And Nathan said unto David, The Lord also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt 
not die. Howbeit, because by this deed thou hast given great occasion to the 
enemies of the Lord in blaspheme, the child also that is born unto thee shall 
surely die. And Nathan departed unto his house. And the Lord struck the 
child that Uriah’s wife bare unto David, and it was very sick. David therefore 
besought God for the child; and David fasted, and went in, and lay all night 



upon the earth. And the elders of his house arose, and went to him, to raise 
him up from the earth; but he would not, neither did he eat bread with them. 
And it came to pass on the seventh day, that the child died. And the 
servants of David feared to tell him that the child was dead: for they said, 
Behold, while the child was yet alive, we spake unto him, and he would not 
hearken unto our voice: how will he then vex himself, of we tell him that the 
child is dead? But when David saw that his servants whispered, David 
perceived that the child was dead: therefore David said unto his servants, Is 
the child dead? And they said, He is dead. Then David arose from the earth, 
and washed, and anointed himself, and changed his apparel, and came into the 
house of the Lord, and worshipped: then he came to his own house; and when 
he required, they set bread before him, and he did eat. Then said his 
servants unto him, What thing is this that thou hast done? Thou didst fast 
and weep for the child, while it was alive; but when the child was dead, thou 
didst rise and eat bread. 
And he said, While the child was yet alive, I fasted and wept: for I said, Who 
can tell whether God will be gracious to me, that the child may live? But now 
he is dead, wherefore should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I shall go to 
him, but he shall not return to me. And David comforted Bath-sheba his wife, 
and went in unto her, and lay with her: and she bare a son, and he called his 
name Solomon: and the Lord loved him.” David afterwards repented of this 
great sin, and received God's forgiveness. We read of David's prayer for 
forgiveness in Psalm 51, which tells us: “Have mercy upon me, O God, 
according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy tender 
mercies blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, 
and cleanse me from my sin. For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my 
sin is ever before me. Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this 
evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest , and be 
clear when thou judgest. Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my 
mother conceive me. Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in 
the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom. Purge me with hyssop, 
and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Make me to 
hear joy and gladness; that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice. 
Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. Create in me a 
clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away 
from thy presence; and take not thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me 
the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit. Then will I teach 
transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee. Deliver 
me from blood-guiltiness, O God, thou God of my salvation: and my tongue 
shall sing aloud of thy righteousness. O Lord, open thou my lips: and my 



mouth shall show forth thy praise. For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would 
I give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a 
broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise. Do 
good in thy good pleasure unto Zion: build thou the walls of Jerusalem. Then 
shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, with burnt 
offering and whole burnt offering: then shall they offer bullocks upon thine 
altar.” 
21. After becoming king over Israel also, David began to work to establish a 
united kingdom. David attacked and gained possession of the city of Jebus; 
which is also known as Jerusalem. David made Jerusalem the capital city; for 
it stood on the border of the northern and the southern tribes. This helped 
to calm the jealousy and the disputes between the two kingdoms, and also 
contributed highly to their unity. David began to establish and to strength 
the worship of God. He moved the ark of the covenant to the tabernacle 
which he had pitched in Jerusalem. David began plans to build a house of 
worship; but God stopped his plans; informing him that the building of the 
temple would be entrusted to his successor; who was Solomon, his son. 
Nathan the prophet, informed David that he would not be allowed to build the 
temple; for he was a man of war. David surely fought many wars. But he also 
came out of practically every one of them in victory. Why? Because he also 
fought with Spiritual armor; not just the physical armor. We read what David 
wrote in Psalms 110:1: “The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right 
hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool.” Jesus referred to this 
particular scripture writing in both Mark 12:36, and in Matt. 22:44. God told 
David to sit at his right hand, until he made David's enemies his footstool. 
David was continually, by faith, sitting at the right hand of God; while God 
continually fought David's battles for him. 
David refers continually, in the Psalms which he wrote, to the right hand of 
God. Psalms 16:8 tells us: “I have set the Lord always before me: because He 
is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.” And in Psalm 18:35 we read: “Thou 
hast also given me the shield of thy salvation: and thy right hand hath holden 
me up, and thy gentleness hath made me great.” Psalm 20:6 tells us: “Now 
know I that the Lord saveth his anointed; He will hear him from his holy 
heaven with the saving strength of his right hand.”
22. Jesus was referred to as the Son of David, since his genealogy was 
traced back through the ancestry of David. God promised David a kingdom 
which would not end. This prophesy was fulfilled in Jesus. Luke 1:31-33 tells 
us: “And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and 
shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the 
Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: 



And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there 
shall be no end.” Jesus was born in Bethlehem. This was the “city of David”; 
David's birthplace and boyhood home. 
23. We read of the last days of David, and of his death, in 1 Kings, chapters 
1 and 2. Just before his death, David gave a last charge unto Solomon, his 
son; who was to be anointed as the next king. We read in 1 Kings 2:1-12: 
“Now the days of David drew nigh that he should die; and he charged Solomon 
his son, saying, I go the way of all the earth: be thou strong therefore, and 
show thyself a man; And keep the charge of the Lord thy God, to walk in his 
ways, to keep his statutes, and his commandments, and his judgments, and 
his testimonies, as it is written in the law of Moses, that thou mayest, and 
whithersoever thou turnest thyself: That the Lord may continue his word 
which He spake concerning me, saying If thy children take heed to their way, 
to walk before me in truth with all their heart and with all their soul, there 
shall not fail thee (said He) a man on the throne of Israel. Moreover thou 
knowest also what Joab the son of Zerulah did to me, and what he did to the 
two captains of the hosts of Israel, unto Abner the son of Ner, and unto 
Arasa the son of Jether, whom he slew, and shed the blood of war in peace, 
and put the blood of war upon his girdle that was about his loins, and in his 
shoes that were on his feet. Do therefore according to thy wisdom, and let 
not his hoar head go down to the grave in peace. But show kindness unto the 
sons of Barzillai the Gileadite, and let them be of those that eat at thy table: 
for so they came to me when I fled because of Absalom thy brother. And, 
behold, thou hast with thee Shimel the son of Gera, a Benjamite of Bahurim, 
which cursed me with a grievous curse in the day when I want to Mahanaim: 
but he came down to meet me at Jordan, and I sware to him by the Lord, 
saying, I will not put thee to death with the sword. Now therefore hold him 
not guiltless: for thou art a wise man, and knowest what thou oughtest to do 
unto him; but his hoar head bring thou down to the grave with blood. So David 
slept with his fathers, and was buried in the city of David. And the days that 
David reigned over Israel were forty years: seven years reigned he in Hebron, 
and thirty and three years reigned he in Jerusalem. Then sat Solomon upon 
the throne of David his father; and his kingdom was established greatly.” 
Most of the Psalms are attributed to David as the writer. He was seventy-
one years old when he died.
!
Conclusion:
Truly, David was a man after God's own heart. Even though he was not above 
sin, he had the wisdom to repent of his sin, and to seek God's forgiveness. He 
was truly a man whose heart contained love and forgiveness. Many of the 



Psalms are attributed to David as the writer; and they certainly express the 
love and the forgiveness of God. David was also known as a man of war; even 
though most of the battles which he fought, were justified. The Savior of the 
world, Jesus Christ, was born in the same city as David; Bethlehem. And He 
was also known as the “Son of David”. For the most part, David's life was 
lived in righteousness before God; as all our lives should be. The desire of 
every child of God, should be as David's desire was; to have the heart of God 
on their side. 


