
Without doubt, Christmas is the most 
widely celebrated holiday of the year. 
About three-fourths of the nations of the 
world recognize it as a holiday.

In the United States Christmas has 
been a national holiday since 1885.

Technically, Christmas began as a 
celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ.

It may seem strange to us, but no 
one knows exactly when Jesus was born. 
In those days, the day on which a person 
was born was unimportant. More impor-
tance was placed upon the day they died.

The Bible in the book of Matthew 
and the book of Luke gives us the details 
surrounding the birth of Jesus Christ, but 
nowhere in the Bible does it mention any-
thing about celebrating His birthday.

It wasn’t until 336 A.D. that Christ’s 
birth was celebrated in Rome.

Some of the church leaders at that time 
calculated that Jesus must have been con-

ceived in March, so they concluded that 
He must have been born in December.

Some details in the Biblical account 
suggest that Jesus was not born in De-
cember, but the December date gave the 
church leaders the opportunity to offer an 
alternative to the pagan celebrations of 
the winter solstice—the day in the year 
that has the shortest day and the longest 
night. The pagan celebration involved all 
kinds of drunkenness and immorality.

For many years the celebration of 
Christmas was so closely tied to the 
pagan celebrations that many Christians 
wanted nothing to do with it.

The Puritans who settled in New 
England condemned the celebration of 
Christmas as an invention of the Roman 
Catholic Church. It was not until the mid-
dle of the nineteen century that Christmas 
became fashionable in the Boston area.

Christmas, however, was celebrated 

throughout most of the Colonies of 
America. Of course, it was not celebrated 
on the scale we think of today. Most 
of the celebration involved attending a 
religious service and visiting with friends 
and family around a special meal. Gifts, if 
they were given at all, were simple.

The celebration of Christmas in 
America fell out of favor for a while after 
the Revolution because it was viewed as 
an English institution.

In 1843 Charles Dickens, with his 
story “A Christmas Carol,” helped to bring 
the celebration of Christmas back into 
vogue, but it tended to be celebrated on a 
more secular level. The essence of Christ-
mas was to foster generosity and goodwill 
among men—to avoid being a “Scrooge.”

A few years later, Louis Prang intro-
duced the Christmas card to America. His 
product caught on quickly. It wasn’t long 
before cards wishing others a “Merry 

Christmas” flooded the mails. Today, it is 
a billion dollar industry.

One of the biggest changes in the 
celebration of Christmas occurred after 
1822, the year Clement Clarke Moore 
wrote, “A Visit From St. Nicholas,” better 
known as, “The Night Before Christmas.”

St. Nicholas, better known today as 
Santa Claus, became the secular substitute 
for Jesus Christ. The Babe in the manger 
was replaced by a jolly old elf in a sleigh.

The advantage of Santa Claus is 
that to celebrate Christmas one does not 
have to consider the moral issue of sin 
and one’s destiny in relationship to Jesus. 
All one has to do for Santa Claus is to be 
“nice” instead of naughty.

In a relatively short time Christmas 
transitioned from being a religious holi-
day in honor of Jesus Christ to a secular 
celebration of the goodness of man.

Today, Christmas is almost lost in the 

“Holiday Season.” Cards heralding “Sea-
son’s Greetings!” and “Happy Holidays” 
outnumber the ones proclaiming “Merry 
Christmas.”

Some day, Christmas may be only an 
insignificant holiday compared to New 
Year’s Day or Halloween or Valentine’s Day 
or some other holiday yet to be created.

Whether or not that happens, there 
will be those who continue to celebrate 
the birth of Jesus Christ. Actually, De-
cember 25 is not the celebration of when 
Jesus was born. It is the day Christians 
celebrate that He was born.

That Jesus was born, that God 
became man, may be the most significant 
event in human history.

Why is it significant? Because until 
God became man in Jesus, there was no 
hope of a person ever getting to Heaven 
when they died—everyone was con-
demned to an eternity in the Lake of Fire.

Jesus, who never disobeyed God in 
His life, gave His life as a sacrifice to 
satisfy the judgement that God required 
for our sin—that’s your sin, and my sin, 
and everyone else’s sin.

Jesus was born, lived, died, was 
buried, and rose again so that we might 
be forgiven.

God offers that forgiveness freely. It 
doesn’t cost us anything because it cost 
Jesus Christ everything.

Romans 3:23 says, “For all have 
sinned and come short of the glory of 
God.”

That puts all of us in a difficult situ-
ation because, as the first part of Romans 
6:23 says, “The wages of sin is death…” 
The death referred to in this verse is an 
eternity in the Lake of Fire.

Fortunately, the last part of the verse 
says, “but the gift of God is eternal life.”

That’s the gift that God offers freely. In 

fact, the Bible tells us that there is nothing we 
can do to earn it. “Not by works of righteous-
ness which we have done, but according 
to his mercy he saved us.” (Titus 3:5)

Have you accepted God’s gift of eter-
nal life by trusting in what Jesus Christ 
did for you? If not, Christmas is not a 
holiday that you should celebrate. If you 
have not experienced God’s forgiveness, 
the little Baby in the manger will one day 
be your judge.

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved.” (Acts 16:31)
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