
A few years ago I prepared a slide 
presentation depicting the vast complexity 
of God’s creation.  Among the slides was 
a close-up of a cocklebur.

I was attracted by its texture and its golden 
brown color. I was intrigued with the tiny 
hooks that latch onto clothes as one brushes 
against them. What a fascinating plant.

Following the presentation, however, 
I was introduced to a different perspective on 
the cocklebur. A man introduced himself to me. 
He was a farmer. Farmers are not fascinated 
with cockleburs—they hate them. They do 
everything they can to destroy them. For the 
farmer the cocklebur is an enemy that seeks 
to destroy the crops that he has planted with 
great care and at great cost. The cocklebur 
may offer an interesting textural photograph, 
but in the farmer’s eyes it is a vicious weed.

His reaction reminded me of a 
significant event in human history. It is 
recorded in chapter three of the first book 

of the Bible, Genesis.
17And to Adam he said. “Because 

you have listened to the voice of your 
wife and have eaten of the tree of which 
I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of 
it,’ cursed is the ground because of you; 
in pain you shall eat of it all the days of 
your life; 18thorns and thistles it shall 
bring forth for you... (Genesis 3:17-18A)

First of all, we need to understand that 
in these verses God is speaking to the 
first person He created. Second, the tree 
referred to is the Tree of the Knowledge of 
Good and Evil. God had told Adam and Eve 
that they could eat anything in the Garden 
of Eden except fruit from the Tree of the 
Knowledge of Good and Evil. God warned 
them that if they disobeyed there would be 
dire consequences. Some of those conse-
quences are described in this passage.

It is verse eighteen that relates to our 
discussion of cockleburs “...thorns and 

thistles it shall bring forth...”
The Bible does not say that God cre-

ated thorns and thistles on the occasion of 
Adam’s disobedience. It seems more like-
ly that He changed some useful plants into 
weeds. It may be that the cocklebur once 
had a smooth pod, pleasant to the touch. 
Adam and Eve may have enjoyed picking 
the pods and eating the seeds inside, much 
like we do with sunflower seeds. That is 
just speculation; but we know that after God 
cursed the land, mankind, in his struggle 
to live off of the land, had to contend with 
the invasion of obnoxious weeds. 

Of course, we need to understand 
that just because a farmer has cockleburs 
growing in his field does not mean that he 
is an evil person.

Just because you have dandelions 
growing in your yard does not mean that 
you are wicked. Now, if you let those 
dandelions go to seed and blow into your 

neighbor’s yard, it may mean that you are 
not a good neighbor; but the presence of 
the dandelions is not an indication of your 
spiritual condition. We all have weeds 
because we live in a cursed environment.

This principle is also true regarding our 
health. Just because a person is ill does not 
mean they have displeased God. Both the 
righteous and the unrighteous are equally 
susceptible to the ravages of disease.

There is also another aspect to the 
curse. When Adam and Eve sinned, not 
only was the ground cursed, but also the 
human race was cursed. Along with the 
weeds of the ground and all kinds of dis-
eases, death was introduced to earth.

There are many ways that people die, 
but the reason they die is that they belong to 
a cursed human race. If you want to prove 
that you are not under the curse of sin, all 
you have to do is life forever.

In the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve 

did not spend their days chopping thistles 
or spend evenings concocting herbal teas to 
fight infections. They did not have to con-
tend with the common cold and influenza or 
deal with cancer or heart attacks or strokes.

After Adam and Eve sinned, God 
evicted them from the Garden; and, because 
of the curse, they had to face every malady 
now known to mankind. They were not only 
confronted with the consequences of their 
sin, but their descendants have had to deal with 
the issues of a cursed environment, a cursed 
body, and a cursed soul to this very day.

Some of our physical maladies are the 
direct consequence of our choices, but not 
all of them. Many of the physical ailments 
and diseases we experience are a result of 
the curse that originated with Adam.

The most serious consequence of his sin is 
that all of his descendants—all of us—are born 
with a soul that is alienated from God. “...by 
one man’s [Adam’s] disobedience the many 

were made sinners...” (Romans 5:19A) No mat-
ter how nice we may appear to other people, 
God sees us as sinners. “None is righteous, 
no, not one; no one understands; no 
one seeks for God.” (Romans 3:10)

It is our sinful nature that keeps us 
from enjoying God’s blessing. It is also our 
sinfulness that condemns us to an eternity 
in Hell, if something is not done about it. 
“The wages of sin is death.” (Romans 3:23)

Fortunately, there is a solution to this 
problem.

Jesus Christ, being born of a virgin 
did not have a sin nature—He did not 
inherit the curse of Adam.

He lived a perfect life, so He did not 
have to die for His own sin. Instead, He 
took upon Himself our sin and paid the 
penalty that God demanded for it—death. 
“He himself bore our sins in his body on 
the tree, that we might die to sin and 
live to righteousness. By his wounds 

you have been healed.” (I Peter 2:24)
After being buried for three days He 

arose from the grave, victorious over death. 
“...by the one man’s [Jesus’] obedience 
the many will be made righteous.” 
(Romans 5:19B)

Today, Jesus Christ is alive in 
Heaven and offers forgiveness and eternal 
life to you. All He asks is that you trust 
Him, that you recognize that you are lost 
and that He is your only hope.

Will you put your trust in Jesus 
Christ today?

hg

BYWORD BOX 2 ELBING, 67041

The

Cockleburs
of life


