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The Difference Between 
Lifestyle and Temptation

Sin is a very important subject in 
the Bible. The beginning of the 
Bible tells us the story of the first 
two human beings, Adam and Eve. 
The way the Bible tells it, God 
originally created men and women 
to be in a perfect kind of fellowship 
with Him. He originally created 
people without sin in what we 
might call an innocent state. He 
warned them to not eat of the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil. 
Somehow it was better for them to 
not know or understand what was 
right and wrong, perhaps they were 
meant to remain innocent until the 
right time came along. But we will 
never know what would have 
happened, because temptation came 
along. 

They disobeyed  God, and so sin 
came into the world. Sin, is a spiritual 
force that makes us believe that 
wrong things are right. Sin is what 
makes us fall to temptation. Sins are 
actions that "feel right" to our flesh, 
but are in fact disobedient to the 
ways and laws of God. All of us 
sin….."For all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God;" (Romans 
3:23)   Every one of us will fall to 
temptation in our life, and disobey 
God. None of us are perfect (I sure 
know I am not!). But there is a way 
to be justified before God, we simply 
need to read the next verse in the 
Bible…..
23* For all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God;
24* Being justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus: (Romans 3:23-24)

 And how can we obtain this grace 
and justification?….read the next 
verse!….
23* For all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God;
 24* Being justified freely by his 
grace through the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus:
 25* Whom God hath set forth to 
be a propitiation through faith in 
his blood, to declare his 
righteousness for the remission of 
sins that are past, through the 
forbearance of God;

Yes sin can be forgiven! Jesus is the 
"propitiation" (the substitute 
payment) for our sin. His blood on 
the cross forgives all sins. It is 
"faith in His blood" that forgives 
our sin, all of it, so that we can have 
the "free gift" of eternal life in Him!
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“Put off your old nature which 
belongs to your former manner of 
life and is corrupt through 
deceitful lusts, and be renewed in 
the spirit of your minds, and put 
on the new nature, created after 
the likeness of God in true 
righteousness and holiness.” 
(Ephesians 4:22-24)

But I also know that many have 
chosen homosexuality as a 
lifestyle. Believing that there is no 
sin or disobedience to God in 
living their lives in this way. I can 
only ask anyone who reads this, 
to look deeply into their heart and 
ask themselves whether or not 
they have come to believe that 
homosexuality is not sinful.

But even after we have come to 
repent and believe in Jesus we 
can fall to the temptation to sin. 
God understands this, and He 
also can see into our hearts and 
know whether we are sinning 
willfully or through temptation. 
And it boils down to this: are 
we still understanding and 
believing that the sin we commit 
is wrong, or have we crossed 
the line to decide that a sin is 
not a sin? This is a very hard 
question, and the truth is that 
only God knows the exact 
answer for each person. The 
Bible says that only God can 
see into the human heart and 
truly understand if someone is 
willfully committing sin, and 
there certainly is no way for 
anyone to judge others in this 
matter.

Do you not know that the 
unrighteous shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; 
neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, nor abusers, nor 
homosexuals,  (1Corinthians 6:9)

There is a powerful movement in the 
earth today to try to justify 
homosexuality and to deny it as a sin. 
I firmly believe that there are many 
people who are Christians, who truly 
believe in Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Savior, who are and have been 
tempted to the sin of homosexuality. 
There are many who struggle with it 
as a temptation. And I would say 
that they are my brother or sister in 
the Lord, fighting the same battle that 
I fight each day to resist the 
temptation to sin. 
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