
Following Jesus the 
Hard Way

Take your share of hard things as a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ.
 2 Timothy 2:3

“I want to be a doctor,” said Mike, “but I 
don’t want to go to college a long time.
“That’s the only way to become a doctor,” 
said his brother, Bob.
“Then I want to be a lawyer,” said Mike.  
“You will have to study law then,”said 
Bob, “and that takes quite a few years, too.
“Well, then I will be a teacher,” said Mike.  
“Don’t you think that teachers have to go 
to school many years, too?” asked Bob.
“How about a pastor?  How long do they 
have to study?” asked Mike. 

.
 
 As much as a doctor, and they 
never stop learning, as they go 
along in life “There ought to be an 
easy way to become a doctor, or 
lawyer, or a teacher, or a pastor,” 
Mike grumbled.  “Well, there isn’t, 
Bob said.  “You won’t amount to 
much by just doing the things 
that are easy.  You must be 
willing to go the hard way.” 
“But it is easy to be a Christian,” 
Mike said.  “All you have to do is 
believe in Jesus.”
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“But thanks be unto God who always gives 
the Victory, thru our Lord Jesus Christ!” 2 
Corinthians 15:57

Jesus said, “I am the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life.”  John  14:6

“Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribuation; 
continuing instant in prayer.” Romans 
12:12

Original King James Version
 

A person could say that to become a 
Christian is easy, but to be truly a 
“born again” Christian takes a lot of 
studying the Holy Bible and praying, 
and obeying what the Word of God has 
to say, with your whole heart; and 
being sensitive to what the Holy Spirit 
is leading you to do in your life. And 
with that, comes your share of trials 
and challenges…stated another way; by 
taking your share of hard things as a 
good soldier of Jesus Christ.” 

Mike thought about this for awhile, and then 
he said, “Maybe I will become a missionary 
doctor, even if I have to study a long time.
A missionary doctor could help Jesus a lot, 
couldn’t he?  Oh, yes, his father said…I’m 
sure that he could.”
You can read about Paul’s trials in 2 
Corinthians 23: 23-30 for: older children
Our Prayer:
Dear Jesus, You didn’t follow an easy Road, 
either, when you lived and died to save us, 
and to give us life with You in Heaven.  
Please help us be willing to do “hard things” 
for You, especially those things that will be 
helpful for You and Your kingdom; according 
to Your Will; to always be Thankful for 
everything, whether it is very difficult or not.  
Amen.
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