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GOD'S PROMISES TO ISRAEL AND THE CHURCH
 
PREFACE
 
God's promises of blessing to Israel in this Bible study have been compiled to convey gratitude for the 
great debt Christians owe to the Jewish people; based upon the truth of God's Word.  But what has 
happened?  Throughout their long history, Jews have been persecuted by the nations and some of their 
suffering can be attributed to the Church. 
Many Jewish people have good reason to regard Christians with understandable contempt. 
 
Even so, there always have been Christians who love the Jews.  Today there are many groups, praying 
for Israel, the peace of Jerusalem and prepared to stand up for the Chosen People.  These Christians 
are truly sorry for the centuries of cruel suffering and are extremely grateful for the Hebrew scriptures and 
the great contribution made by the Jewish people in the Arts, Music, Science, Medicine and Technology, 
not forgetting World Aid when calamity strikes. 
 
Furthermore, without the Jews there would be no Jesus Christ, there would be no
New Testament writings about His birth, life, sacrificial death and wondrous resurrection. Christians, who 
love the Hebrew Scriptures of the Old Testament, believe that God promised the land of Canaan to His 
ancient people.  This was an everlasting and unconditional covenant to Abraham by the Lord God Who 
never changes, for He is faithful to all His promises, even though the people of His Creation, both Jew 
and Gentile have failed Him. The land of Israel, the Holy Land is - His Land and Jerusalem, where God 
placed His name, is His City. 
Nations may assemble together, some in hatred, but they will not prevail against the Lord God Almighty, 
the truth of His Word and the End Time plan for the Jews, the children of the promise. 
 
It must be emphasised that God, who loves all people, has no favourites for all have sinned. The desire 
of God's loving heart is to dwell with His redeemed people, Jew and Gentile. 
God's promised blessings to Israel are now shared with Christians but the Church has not solely inherited 
them.  The Church has not replaced Israel for God did not finish with the Chosen People at the time of 
the crucifixion of Christ.  The sins of all people are responsible for the death of Christ. 
 

In seven parts, the following studies outline God's promises to Israel and the 
Church; the Word of the Lord being certain and everlasting. 

 
Has He said and shall He not do it? 
Or has He spoken and shall He not make it good? 

Numbers 23:19
The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever.
Isaiah 40:8  (I Peter 1:24-25)
 
This Study, based on God's promises in the words of the Bible, proclaims the right of Israel to the 
Promised Land and completely refutes Replacement Theology.  The Church has not replaced God's 
Chosen People of Israel.  Other civilisations have disappeared, great empires have been broken up, 
peoples have been integrated, but Israel has been restored to statehood!  The existence of Israel as a 
nation today after 2000 years of exile is the greatest proof that God's word and His plan of redemption in 
Christ expressed in the Bible is true. 
                                             Your word is truth.                         Psalm 119:160  (John17:17)
 
Only a brief outline of God's promises, concerning Israel and the New Testament Church with Christ as 
the Head of redeemed and united Jews and Gentiles, can be conveyed in this Study. 
In some verses only the first or second part of the Bible verse is quoted. 
Promises to Israel and the Church are in blue italics, other scriptures in black italics. 
For more detailed historical background see other Old Testament Bible Studies 4U. 
 
www.tracts.com/Biblestudies4U.html
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                   INTRODUCTION
 
Throughout the pages of the Hebrew Scriptures, the Lord spoke many promises to 
Israel, beginning with God's sovereign choice of one individual – Abraham. 
 
Through his promised son, Isaac, and in the next generation Abraham's grandson 
Jacob, came the Children of Israel. 
 

By God's sovereign choice, they became known as the Chosen People, 
who inherited the Promised Land of Canaan. 

 
God's promises to Israel throughout the Scriptures account for the 
amazing history and survival of the Jewish people.

Even before the Creation of the heavens and the earth, God had His victory 
plan of good over evil; the triumph of righteousness in the battle against 
Sin and Satan. 

 
From the very beginning of the first book of the Bible, God promised a holy Seed, a 
righteous Offspring born of a woman – a Man, God's Redeemer!
 
I will put enmity between you (Satan) and the woman, and between your 
offspring and her Offspring.  He (the Redeemer) will bruise your head 
underfoot and you will bruise His heel. 

Genesis 3:15
 
Many of the Old Covenant promises foretell the coming of the Anointed One, 
the Jewish Messiah.  God's Messiah, in the line of Abraham, is the 
promised One Who would win the victory against Satan – 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 



1  THE PENTATEUCH
 
THE CALL OF ABRAM
 
Read Genesis 12:1-9
Abram's family lived in Mesopotamia, but on hearing God's call, Abram journeyed 
from idolatrous Ur of the Chaldees to Haran on the way to another land.  
Abram obeyed - by faith. 
In Haran, Abram at the age of 75 heard the Voice of the Lord calling and 
giving him the sure promise of an everlasting land covenant. 

GOD’S EVERLASTING SEVENFOLD COVENANT WITH ABRAM
 
Go away from your country, from your father's house, to the land I will show you. 
I will make of you a great nation. and I will bless you and make your name famous and
you will be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you and curse him who curses you;

in you will all the families of the earth be blessed by you.     Genesis 12:1-3
 
Abram's belief in his calling, although he did not know where he was going, became his 
destiny. 
The last part of the promised blessing –

in you will all the families of the earth be blessed by you. –
has continued down the generations into the era of the Christian Church and right up to the 
present time of the 21st century. 

When God gives a Call, He never changes or withdraws it. 
 THE PROMISED LAND OF CANAAN
 On entry into the land of Canaan, the Lord appeared to Abram and said -
 

I will give this land to your posterity.          Genesis 12:7
 
It should be noted that Abram was not given any land to possess, but the promise was to his 
descendants. (Acts 7:5)
 

Abram even had to purchase land, a field in Hebron, to bury his wife. 
 
Abram having taken his nephew Lot with him, the now Promised Land of Canaan could not 
sustain the livestock of both; so they separated.  After Lot had departed, having chosen the 
Jordan valley, the Lord directed Abram to look north, south, east and west. 
 
All the land which you see I will give to you and to your posterity forever. 
I will make your descendants like the dust of the earth.  Arise walk through the land, the 
length of it and the breadth of it, for I will give it to you.                   Genesis 13:15-17
 
In a vision God (El Shaddai) promised Abram both protection (Shield) and provision 
(Reward). 
 
Fear not, Abram, I am your Shield and your reward shall be exceedingly great. 

Genesis 15:1



THE PROMISED HEIR
 

Abram was old and childless, his wife Sarai was old and barren;
 

a trusted servant being his heir. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This man shall not be your heir, but he who shall come from your own body shall be 
your heir.  Look now toward the heavens and count the stars – if you are able to 
number them.  So shall your descendants be.                               Genesis 15:4-5

ABRAM - MAN OF FAITH
Read Genesis !5:6-21
 
Abraham was a Man of Faith and was also declared to be the friend of God. 
(Isaiah 41:8  2 Chronicles 20:7)
 
He did truly believe God, and the Lord counted it to him as the righteousness of faith (v.6) 
as he waited long years for the promised son to be born. 
 
God told Abram that his descendants would dwell in the land of Egypt for 400 years (v.13) 
and would suffer affliction on becoming slaves. 
 

But I will bring judgement on that nation whom they will serve,
and afterwards they will come out with great possessions. 

Genesis 15:14
 
On that day, the LORD Himself made with Abram an everlasting and unconditional land 
covenant ratified by blood - the Promised Land; a much larger territory than the nation of 
Israel today.  Birds of prey swooped down on the carcasses but Abram drove them away –
an opposition to this Land Promise which has continued throughout Israel's history. 
 

This everlasting and unconditional covenant is recorded in other Hebrew scriptures. 
 

To your descendants I have given this land,
from the river of Egypt to the great river Euphrates. 

Genesis 15:18 



THE BIRTH OF ISHMAEL
Read Genesis Chapter 16
Through Abraham's mistake, Sarai's impatience and lack of faith being beyond child-bearing 
age, Abram's firstborn son Ishmael was born to Hagar, Sarai's Egyptian maid-servant. 
The All Seeing God in His compassion as the Angel of the Lord, saw Hagar in her affliction 
escaping from Sarai into the wilderness, promised that her son, to be called Ishmael. would 
have a multitude of descendants. 
 
It should be noted - Ishmael (God hears) was the first child to be named by God in the Bible. 
 

Abram was 86 years old when Ishmael was born; but he was not the promised son. 
Abraham's mistake and the subsequent hostility between Sarai and Hagar,

were the initial causes of the enmity still existing today between Jews and Arabs –
both Abraham's people by physical descent. 

Ishmael is the ancestor of the Arab people; the prophet Mohammed being a descendant. 
  

THE EVERLASTING COVENANT
 At the age of 99 years, the Lord repeated the everlasting covenant to Abram - words that 
could never be broken.  The covenant was now extended to include many nations. 
 

My covenant is with you and you shall be the father of many nations. 
 

I will make you exceedingly fruitful and I will make nations of you,
and kings will come from you. 

 
I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants after you 
throughout their generations for an everlasting, solemn pledge, to be a God to you and to 
your posterity after you. 
 
I will give to you and to your posterity after you all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting 
possession and I will be their God. Genesis 17:4, 6-8
  

THE COVENANT OF CIRCUMCISION
 
Read Genesis Chapter 17:10-14, 23-27
Just as the Rainbow was the sign of God’s covenant with Noah, the irreversible sign of the 
covenant with Abram was - CIRCUMCISION.  He was then given the name – Abraham 
Sarai's name was also changed to Sarah (17:15). 
 

In the Abrahamic Covenant every male was to be circumcised when 8 days old. 
 
This cut shedding blood was God’s mark of ownership and is continued by Jews today. 
 
It was a sign of total consecration to the Lord and again Abraham showed his obedience. 
 
More important than the outward sign of circumcision was the inward obedience of the heart, 
the spiritual circumcision sign of true faith. 



THE BIRTH OF THE PROMISED SON
Sarah, when she heard she would bear a son in her old age – laughed!  Even so, Sarah 
believed God's promise - recorded in the great Faith chapter (Hebrews 11).  Abraham also 
laughed on hearing God's promise; hence the child's God-given name meaning - 
Laughter. 

Sarah your wife shall bear you a son and you shall call his name Isaac;
        and I will establish My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant

and with his posterity after him. Genesis17:19
 Abraham was 100 and Sarah 90 (long past the age of child-bearing) when their long-
awaited and miracle son, Isaac, was born. 
 

Is anything too hard for the Lord? Genesis 18:14
 
God's everlasting covenant was made only to Abraham's Seed, through Isaac, and not 
seeds – Ishmael and other sons (Genesis 25:1).  Nevertheless, God promised Hagar that 
Ishmael, when both sent away, would be blessed and become a great  nation.                  

 (Genesis 21:9-21)
 

THE TESTING OF ABRAHAM
Read Genesis 22:1-19 
God further tested Abraham’s faith and obedience, when he was told to sacrifice his 
beloved son Isaac, for whom he had waited so long - 25 years. 
 
As father and son climbed Mt. Moriah together, Abraham truly believed God's promises 
when he answered Isaac prophetically with these words -
 
My son, God will provide himself a lamb for the burnt offering. Genesis 22:8 A.V.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In response to Abraham’s willing obedience to sacrifice Isaac, the Lord provided a ram for 
a sacrificial offering - the site of Jerusalem where God chose to place His name and His 
dwelling. 
 Abraham called the name of that place – The Lord Will Provide. 

On the mount of the Lord it will be provided. Genesis 22:14
 
Abraham's words - The Lord Will Provide - were prophetic about God's provision of the 
Anointed One to come.  Unlike pagan gods, the creator God never sanctioned human 
sacrifice except for Himself. 
In that very same place, Mount Moriah (Jerusalem), God did indeed provide a future 
sacrificial Lamb, God's sacrifice of Himself, in His own beloved Son, the Messiah, the Lord 
Jesus Christ for the salvation of mankind. 



GOD'S OATH TO ABRAHAM
 
The next verses are very important, for the Lord God Himself reaffirmed His blessings by a 
sworn unconditional covenant. 
 
This promise made by God alone was therefore unlike other Bible covenants - where two 
agree by solemn oath and walk between the cut sacrificial halves to seal the conditions of 
the agreement. 
 
The sworn oath was made only by God, for Abraham had no part in this solemn Covenant. 
 
I have sworn by Myself, says the Lord, that since you have done this and have not 
withheld (from Me) or begrudged (giving Me) your son, your only son.
 
In blessing I will bless you and in multiplying I will multiply your descendants like the 
stars of the heavens and like the sand on the seashore. 
 
And in your Seed (Christ) shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you 
have heard and obeyed My voice. Genesis 22:16-18
 

Throughout his long life, Abraham walked with God by faith. 
  Abraham listened to God and although he made mistakes,

      he learned from them about the Lord, His protection and provision. 
 
Through the birth of Abraham's promised son, Isaac, there came a line of innumerable 
descendants - the Children of Israel, the Chosen People, known later in Judea as the 
Jews. 

ISAAC
 

God's Covenant promise to Abraham next passed on to his beloved son – Isaac.
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I will be with you and favour you with blessings; for to you and to your descendants I 
will give all these lands, and I will perform the oath which I swore to Abraham your 
father. 
 
I will make your descendants to multiply as the stars of the heavens and will give to 
your posterity all these lands, and by your Offspring (Messiah) shall all the nations of 
the earth be blessed. Genesis 26:3-4



JACOB
 
Isaac, after his mother's death, married Rebekah who eventually became pregnant with 
twins struggling within her - Esau and Jacob. 
 
 

The twins were very different in appearance and character. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                      ESAU         JACOB
 
Jacob’s name means (deceiver, supplanter, swindler).
 
The Covenant promise, in two events, passed to Jacob, the younger twin grandson of 
Abraham, but not to Esau the older brother because -
 
*  1. Esau held the birthright with little thought, displeasing the Lord God, and lost it to Jacob 
for a meal of lentils!
(Genesis 25:29-34)
 
*  2.  Later and again by deceit, Jacob received the Covenant Blessing which he held in 
highest regard. 
 
After stealing the Blessing, Jacob fled 400 miles away to his mother's family, leaving behind 
his own family - but safe from Esau's understandable wrath. 
(Genesis 27-28:5)
 
The antagonism between these twin brothers, Esau and Jacob, continued the Arab and 
Jewish hostility.  This conflict has continued throughout the years and into modern times with 
ever increasing violence. 
 
The Jews and the Palestinians are both fighting for the possession of the same land, but 
God repeated His everlasting covenanted promise of Canaan only to Isaac's seed in the 
revelation to Jacob at Bethel. 



JACOB’S DREAM AT BETHEL
 
Read Genesis 28:10-22
Alone at night for the first time in his flight from Esau, Jacob dreamed of a 
heavenly ladder.  Angels were ascending and descending on it, as the Lord stood 
above and repeated the promised blessing given to Abraham.                  

(Genesis 12:2-3) 
 

I am the Lord, the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac;
I will give to you and to your descendants the land on which you are 
lying. 
Your offspring shall be as the dust or sand of the ground, and you 
shall spread abroad to the west and the east and the north and the 
south; and by you and your Offspring shall all the families of the earth  
be blessed. 
Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you may go, and I 
will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done 
all of which I have told you. Genesis 28:13-15

 
Jacob then promised, like Abraham, to give a tenth to the Lord, his God.      
      (Genesis 28:22)
 

At Bethel (House of God) Jacob vowed that the Lord would be his God. 
 
After twenty years' toiling for Uncle Laban, his mother's brother (another Deceiver), 
God told Jacob to return with his large family to the Promised Land of Canaan to meet 
his brother, Esau! 
Esau's descendants were the Edomites, occupying the land of Seir or Edom. 
 

THE WRESTLING AT PENIEL
Read Genesis 32:24-32
Before the meeting with Esau took place, Jacob was assured of the Lord's safe-
keeping. 
Again, Jacob was alone at night, when the wrestling with the Angel of the Lord took 
place.  As ever Jacob prevailed, until at daybreak he received the blessing but was 
disabled by the Lord with a permanent limp!  Jacob also received the new name of 
Israel, meaning – 

contender with God. 
Your name shall be called no more Jacob (supplanter), but Israel (contender with 
God); for you have contended and have power with God and with men and have 
prevailed. Genesis 32:28 
 
After the encounter with the Angel of God, Jacob was a changed man with changed 
name. 
When he met his brother again after all those years, he even bowed before Esau 
seven times and addressed him as - my lord!

What a change!



GOD'S BLESSING AT BETHEL
 
Read Genesis 35:9-15
 

God spoke to Jacob again on his return to Bethel confirming the Blessing -
 
I am God Almighty, Be fruitful and multiply; a nation and a company of nations shall 
come from you and kings shall be born of your stock; The land which I gave Abraham 
and Isaac I will give to you, and to your descendants after you I will give the land. 

Genesis 35:11-12 
He kept him as the apple of His eye. 

Deuteronomy 32:10 A.V.
 
 
 

He kept him (Jacob – Israel) as the pupil of His eye. 
Deuteronomy 32:10

 
 

Jacob's twelve sons became known as the twelve tribes - Children of Israel.
 
 
O you offspring of Abraham His servant, you children of Jacob, His chosen ones. 
 
 

The Lord … is mindful of His covenant and forever it is imprinted on His heart,
the word which He established to a thousand generations, 

 
 

The covenant which He made with Abraham and His sworn promise to Isaac,
Which He confirmed to Jacob as a statute,

to Israel as an everlasting covenant,
 
Saying unto you will I give the land of Canaan as your possession and inheritance. 

Psalm 105:6, 8-11
 
 
Read Psalm 102:12-18
 

The Hebrew scriptures, including the Psalms, contain many promises to Israel;
and as promised, there will be a time in the future of great blessing

upon Israel before the nations. 
 
You will arise and have mercy and loving-kindness for Zion, for it is time to have pity 
and compassion for her; yes, the set time has come.                              Psalm 102:13 



JOSEPH
 
Read Genesis Chapters 37, 39-45

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Joseph the Dreamer, famed for his coat of many colours, was Jacob's favourite son.
 
He was sold into slavery in Egypt (the land of the pyramids) by his jealous older brothers. 
 
 
During his time in Egypt, Joseph kept his faith in God, although he suffered, first as a 
slave and then as a prisoner for no fault of his own - but God was with Joseph and 
blessed him. 
 
 
Only Joseph was enabled to interpret Pharaoh’s dreams and so became Prime Minister 
over the land of Egypt.  At the age of thirty, Joseph was in charge of everything, including 
the storing of corn during the seven years of plenty for distribution in the following seven 
years of famine. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
N.B - God had spoken to Abraham that his descendants would eventually become 
slaves. (Genesis 15:13)
 

When Jacob was told his son Joseph was alive and Prime Minister over all Egypt,
 

God spoke these words in a vision to Jacob that night –
 
Jacob!  Jacob!  I am God, the God of your father; do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, 
for I will there make of you a great nation. 
 
I will go down with you to Egypt, and I will also bring you (your people Israel) up again. 

Genesis 46:2-4



    JACOB BLESSES HIS SONS
 
Read Genesis 49:1-28
Before Israel (Jacob) died in Egypt, he blessed all his sons, foretelling the future 
significance of all the twelve tribes, especially the tribe of Judah from which Messiah 
would come. 
 
The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his feet,

until Shiloh (the Messiah) comes to Whom it belongs. 
Genesis 49:10

These promises are also recorded in other Old Testament scriptures –
 
Be mindful of His covenant forever, the promise which He commanded and 
established to a thousand generations. 
 
The covenant which He made with Abraham, and His sworn promise to Isaac - - -
and to Israel for an everlasting covenant, Saying, To you I will give the land of Canaan. 

1 Chronicles 16:15-18 
GOD'S WORD TO ABRAHAM FULFILLED

 
Exodus 1:1-22  2:1-10
In the succeeding generations after the deaths of Israel (Jacob) and his sons, the 
Children of Israel multiplied in the land of Egypt. 
 
When another king with no knowledge of Joseph became Pharaoh, he determined to 
destroy the Israelites.  As slaves they were forced to endure hard labour making bricks for 
Pharaoh's building projects. 
 

Israelite male babies were thrown into the River Nile! 

In fulfilment of the revelation to Abraham - that his descendants would dwell in the land of 
Egypt for 400 years (Genesis 15:13) and would become slaves, God had prepared 
Moses, a descendant of the tribe of Levi, for the deliverance of Israel to oppose Satan's 
evil plan of their destruction through Pharaoh. 
 

 
Moses, a Hebrew baby, was saved in an ark of bulrushes from 
drowning in the Nile and rescued by Pharaoh’s daughter! 

 
 

He was therefore brought up as a royal prince and learned all 
the wisdom of Egypt. 



MOSES IN MIDIAN
 
Even so, Moses chose to identify himself with his own people and was forced to flee Egypt 
when he killed an Egyptian taskmaster for beating one of the Hebrew slaves. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Moses aged forty escaped to the safety of Midian in Arabia, beyond the borders of Egypt. 
For another forty years, Moses lived the life of a shepherd, caring for the flocks of Jethro, the 
priest of Midian. who became his father-in-law. 
 

In the land of Midian, Moses learned the ways of survival in the wilderness.
 

MOSES AND THE BURNING BUSH

 
 
 
 
 
Read Exodus Chapter 3
 
It was here on the backside of the Midian wilderness in Arabia (Sinai) at the Burning Bush, 
that God made Himself known by name to Moses -
 

I am  the God of your father,
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.

Exodus 3:6
The Lord God had thus graciously surnamed Himself after the names of three Hebrew 
men! 

The Lord, the God of Abraham, of Isaac and of Jacob. 
    This is My name forever, and by this name I am to be remembered to all generations. 

Exodus 3:15
It was here at the Burning Bush where Moses had to take off his shoes for he stood on holy 
ground and where the Lord revealed His plan to deliver the Israelites from slavery in Egypt. 
I have come down to deliver them out of the power of the Egyptians
and to bring them to - - - a land flowing with milk and honey to the place of the 
Canaanite. Exodus 3:8,17 
Moses was promised God's presence and given powerful signs to deliver the Hebrew 
slaves out of Egypt to the Promised Land of milk and honey for God had heard their cry of 
suffering. 



MOSES  BEFORE PHARAOH
 
On his return to Egypt, his brother Aaron would be Moses' spokesman to give God's 
promises to the Israelites and God's warnings to Pharaoh; Moses being slow of speech. 
 

ISRAEL (Children of Israel) was God's uniquely chosen servant to serve Him. 
 

    The Lord God instructed Moses to speak to Pharaoh –
 

Israel is My son, even My firstborn.  Let My son go that he may serve Me.
Exodus 4:22-23

God is faithful to all His promises –
I will bring you into the land concerning which I lifted up My hand and swore that I would 
give it to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; I will give it to you for a heritage.  I am the Lord. 

Exodus 6:8
THE TEN PLAGUES

 
Read Exodus chapters 7-12  (Psalm 78:43-53)
On giving God's message to Pharaoh, the lives of the slaves were made even more bitter. 
God knew that Pharaoh would not let the people go because of the hardness of his heart, 
except when forced to do so by the Ten Plagues, ending with the Death of the Firstborn. 

The houses of the Children of Israel were protected by the blood of the sacrificed Passover 
lambs when the Angel of the Lord passed over the land of Egypt. 
 

By contrast, the firstborn sons of Egypt died, (and firstborn animals) for there was no 
sacrificial blood on the doors providing protection as the Angel of the Lord passed over the 
land of Egypt. 
 
The Passover was to be a lasting celebration to the Lord for their delivery from slavery in 
Egypt. 

(In the New Testament, Jesus was declared the Passover Lamb). 
 
At the command of the Lord, the Passover has been celebrated yearly ever since by the 
Jewish people to remember their miraculous deliverance from slavery in Egypt. 



CROSSING OF THE RED SEA
Read Exodus Chapter 14
 
Indeed, God's power was supremely manifested in the amazing deliverance of the Hebrew 
slaves, from the pursuing Egyptian army, on the miraculous crossing of the Red Sea. 
 
The Children of Israel needed to know that it was the mighty hand of the Lord that gave them 
their freedom, delivering them from slavery, for God remembered His promise to Abraham. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

The news of this miraculous event spread to the surrounding Gentile nations. 
 
After crossing the Red Sea, the Angel of the Lord went ahead of the people to prepare a 
place for them; leading them by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. 
 

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS GIVEN ON MOUNT SINAI
 

Read Exodus 20:1-17  (Deuteronomy 5:7-21)
 

Before the Children of Israel received the Ten Commandments,
God spoke to Moses the words of this special promise to be given to the 
Children of Israel – the Jew's destiny. 

 
 

If you will obey My voice in truth and keep My covenant,
then you shall be My own peculiar possession and treasure from 
among and above all peoples; for all the earth is Mine. 

 
You shall be to Me a kingdom of priests, a holy nation. Exodus 19:5-6 

 
God is the Creator of heaven and the earth, but many people find it difficult to accept God's 
choice of one area of land, one nation and people as special – but Israel's destiny was to be 
a unique people and a blessing to the nations. 
 
It should be noted - God stated that the Promised Land, known as the Holy Land  was His 
Land! 
 
The Israelites were to love the Lord with all their mind, their heart and with all their strength in 
obedience to the Law; and so receive the blessings promised to Abraham. 



THE TABERNACLE

 
 
 
 
 
 
Throughout the Scriptures, the purpose of God's heart is to dwell with His people - hence the 
building of the Tabernacle in the wilderness. 
 

Let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them. 
Exodus 25:8

   I will dwell among the Israelites and be their God. 
Exodus 29:45 

The inside of the tabernacle, housing the holy Ark of the Covenant, was most beautiful and 
shone with gold.  The tabernacle was constructed from the people's costly offerings, according 
to God's pattern given to Moses.  It was to be situated in the middle of the camp, God desiring 
to dwell in the midst of His obedient Chosen Children of Israel. 

 
 
ARK OF THE COVENANT
 
 
 
 
The Lord met with Moses above the Ark of the Covenant (Mercy Seat) situated in the Most Holy 
Place in the Tabernacle where God promised blessings for obedience (Aaronic priestly 
blessing) but curses for disobedience (idolatrous worship of the Golden Calf).(Exodus 32:3-6) 
Before the departure from Sinai, the Lord repeated these warning to the Israelites, that failure 
to obey His statutes would cause all manner of hardships and terrors to befall His people. 
 

Even so, if the people returned to the Lord in humility, God promised -
I will remember My covenant with Jacob, Isaac and Abraham, and remember the land. 
I will for their sake remember the covenant with their forefathers whom I brought forth out 
of the land of Egypt in the sight of the nations, that I might be their God.    Leviticus 26:42, 45 
 

 FORTY YEARS WILDERNESS WANDERING
Failure to obey brought about the 40 years wandering before entry into the Promised Land and 
ultimately meant the Israelites would be scattered among the nations. 
(Deuteronomy 4:27  28:64  32:26  Leviticus 26:33)
However, this deserved punishment would not be permanent for God's promise to Abraham 
was by an everlasting covenant. 
 

The land shall not be sold forever; 
for the land is mine; ye are strangers and sojourners with me. 

Leviticus 25:23 A.V.



BALAAM'S ORACLES
At the Moab border, as the 40 years were coming to an end, Balak, the king of Moab hired 
Balaam, a pagan prophet, to curse the Children of Israel – but he could not!
 

How can I curse those God has not cursed? 
Or how can I denounce those the Lord has not denounced?

Numbers 23:8
Although a pagan prophet, Balaam made the following remarkable prophesy, so apt today. 

The people (of Israel) shall dwell alone
and not be reckoned and esteemed among the nations. 

Numbers 23:9

      In his prophetic oracles, Balaam could only speak words of God's blessing. 
 
I have received His command to bless Israel.  He has blessed, and I cannot reverse it.

Numbers 23:20
God's words of promise already given to Abraham –
 
Blessed (of God) is he who blesses you (Israel) and cursed of God is he who curses 
you. Numbers 24:9  (Genesis 12:3)
 

    Balaam's 4th prophetic oracle included a Messianic promise -
 

   A Star shall come forth out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel.
Numbers 24:17

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Moses was also given this special promise for the Israelites –
 

The Lord your God will raise up for you a Prophet (Christ)
from the midst of your brethren like me (Moses); to him you shall listen.

Deuteronomy 18:15



    ISRAEL'S EVERLASTING POSSESSION OF THE PROMISED LAND
 
On entering the Promised Land, the Lord God was to be their God and the Israelites His 
Chosen People in a loving, trusting and obedient covenant relationship dwelling in His Land. 
Even so, Moses foreknew their children's children would become disobedient, idolatrous, 
forget the Lord and be scattered midst the nations. 
Many times Moses instructed the Israelites to keep God's commandments to prolong their 
days in the Promised Land to be Israel's everlasting possession –
 

which the Lord your God gives you forever. 
Deuteronomy 4:40

Read Deuteronomy 7:6-12
You are a holy and set-apart people to the Lord your God; the Lord your God has chosen 
you to be a special people to Himself out of all the peoples on the face of the earth. 

Deuteronomy 7:6
 
The Children of Israel were not chosen because they were more numerous than other 
peoples for they were the fewest but solely because the Lord loved them   According to His 
promises, the Lord would ever keep His everlasting Covenant of Canaan to Abraham and 
their forefathers; and also because He had redeemed (delivered) them from slavery in 
Pharaoh's Egypt. 
 

  Know and understand that the Lord your God, He is God, the faithful God,
Who keeps covenant and steadfast love and mercy with those who love Him

and Keep His commandments, to a thousand generations. 
Deuteronomy 7:9

 
Psalm 105 records these events - from God's sworn promise to Abraham, the covenant 
confirmation to Isaac and Jacob to the times of Joseph and Moses. 
 

The Lord - gave them the lands of the nations (of Canaan),
and they reaped the fruits of those peoples' labour. 

Psalm 105:44
Unlike Egypt irrigated by the R. Nile –
The land which you enter to possess is a land of hills and valleys which drinks water of 
the rain of the heavens.  A land for which the Lord your God cares; the eyes of the Lord 
your God are always upon it from the beginning of the year to the end of the year. 

Deuteronomy 11:11-12



     ISRAEL'S EVERLASTING POSSESSION OF THE PROMISED LAND  continued
 
The land which the Lord swore to your fathers to give them, as long as the heavens are 

above the earth. 
 

Every place upon which the sole of your foot shall tread shall be yours;
from the wilderness to Lebanon, and from the river Euphrates,
to the western sea (the Mediterranean) your territory shall be. 

Deuteronomy 11:21, 24
The Lord God, through His servant Moses, commanded the Israelites, on entering the 
Promised Land of Canaan, to keep God's laws with all their heart. 
 

When you come into the land which the Lord your God gives you,
    you shall not learn to follow the abominable practices of these nations.  

      For all who do these things are an abomination to the Lord, and it is because of these     
abominable practices that the Lord your God is driving them out before you. 

Deuteronomy 18:9,12  (10-11)
 
The Israelites were God's Chosen People and treasured possession - including those as 
yet unborn - 

You are His peculiar people as He promised you, and you are to keep all His            
commandments;  And He will make you high above all nations in praise and honour,

and you shall be a holy people to the Lord your God.    Deuteronomy 26:18-19
 BLESSINGS AND CURSES
Read Deuteronomy 27-28
In keeping God's commandments, the Israelites would be blessed throughout their 
generations.  

The Lord your God will set you high above all the nations of the earth. 
Deuteronomy 28:1

 Moses recounted prophetically the history of the Israelites in times of Blessing and Cursing. 
 
       Blessed shall you be when you come in and blessed shall you be when you go out. 
 The Lord shall cause your enemies who rise up against you

to be defeated before your face;
       they shall come out against you one way and flee before you seven ways. 

Disobedience in their rejection of the Lord and idol worship caused victory against their 
enemies turn into long years of curses with defeat and flight in thousands before their 
enemies. 
 The Lord shall cause you to be struck down before your enemies;

     you shall go out one way against them; and flee seven ways before them. 
Deuteronomy 28: 6-7, 25

The curses as predicted did follow Israel's failure to keep God's commandments.  Through 
the long years of Israel's continued disobedience, the curses as described, with ever 
increasing severity, resulted in eventual exile.  Nevertheless In future times the Israelites, 
scattered among the nations, would be restored to the land of Israel once again; and they 
would repent and turn to the Lord in obedience. 
   Then the Lord your God will restore your fortunes and have compassion upon you and 

will gather you again from all the nations where He has scattered you.
Deuteronomy 30:3



THE CHOICE OF LIFE OR DEATH
 
On entering Canaan, the Israelites were to choose life and receive the Blessings of 
obedience.  

By choosing LIFE and good and not DEATH and evil,
 

they were choosing to serve the LORD.
 

I call heaven and earth to witness this day against you
that I have set before you life and death, the blessings and the curses;

therefore choose life, that you and your descendants may live. 
And may love the LORD your God, obey His voice, and cling to Him. 

 For He is your life and the length of your days, that you may dwell in the land which the 
LORD swore to give to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

Deuteronomy 30:19-20
 

God's blessings and the curses have been fulfilled exactly as He warned. 
The following text has also been fulfilled as recorded in the historical facts of the Hebrew 
scriptures - but also applies to the future. 
 

The Lord your God will put all these curses upon your enemies
and on those who hate you, who persecute you.         Deuteronomy 30:7

 
In Moses' last message to the Children of Israel and to Joshua, he repeated God's promise 
to give them the land of Canaan; and that they were not to fear or be dismayed for He would 
go before them and never fail or forsake them. (Deuteronomy 31:3, 6-8)
 

SONG OF MOSES
 
Read Deuteronomy 32:1-44
Before his death, Moses spoke the words of this Song to all the earth proclaiming the 
greatness of the Lord and His faithfulness in all His promises to Israel - the blessings and 
the curses. 
 Give ear, O heavens, and I (Moses) will speak;

and let the earth hear the words of my mouth. 
 

He is the Rock, His work is perfect, for all His ways are law and justice. 
 

    A God of faithfulness, just and right is He. 
Deuteronomy 32:1,4

 
The Lord's portion is His people; Israel is the lot of His inheritance. 

Deuteronomy 32:9
 

And Moses came and spoke all the words of this song in the ears of all the people. 
Deuteronomy 32:44



DEATH OF MOSES ON MOUNT NEBO
 

Moses blessed all the tribes of Israel before ascending Mount Nebo. 
Read Numbers 20:1-13  Deuteronomy 32:51-52
 
From the top of the Mount, Moses could only view the extent of the Promised Land, because 
of his sinful failure to honour the Lord's holiness before the thirsting and quarrelling 
Israelites. 
The Lord had commanded Moses to speak to the rock but instead Moses struck that rock 
twice to give the waters of Meribah (quarrelllng) to the people.  Prior to his death, Moses 
could only look but never cross the River Jordan into Canaan.  Moses had brought the 
Children of Israel to the brink of Canaan but could never enter.                                                 

(Numbers 27:12-14)
 
Read Deuteronomy 34:1-12
Moses, God's servant and prophet whom –
 the Lord spoke to face to face, as a man speaks to his friend.

Exodus 33:11  (Deuteronomy 34:10)
Moses gave the Children of Israel - the LAW.  He faithfully instructed them in the building of 
the Tabernacle and led them safely through the wilderness towards the Promised Land. 
The task of crossing the Jordan and entering the Promised land was now assigned to 
Joshua. 
 PART 1 CONCLUSION
The Song of Moses summarised the blessings and gave God's warnings of the curses. 
Although Moses knew the Israelites would fail the Lord in their sins of rejection and idol 
worship, his words were accompanied by God's faithful promises, first given to Abraham. 
 
The following Parts of this Study reveal the truth of Moses' prophetic word of God's promises,

    as later spoken by King Solomon; a word which is still being unfolded today. 
 

Blessed be the Lord. 
 Not one word has failed of all His good promise

which He promised through Moses His servant.            1 Kings 8:56

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOD'S PROMISES TO ISRAEL continue in - PART 2  HISTORICAL BOOKS
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