
The question that came from my 
granddaughter, Callie, caught me by 
surprise. For one thing, I hadn’t planned 
on thinking about dying for a few 
years, yet. Not exactly knowing how 
to reply, I said, “Why do you ask?”

“I don’t want to go to Heaven 
when I die, if you’re not going to 
be there.”

“Why are you thinking about 
such things?” I continued.

“My Sunday School teacher 
showed us from the Bible that not 
everyone is going to Heaven.”

“That’s interesting. What 
makes her think that?” I asked.

“Well, the Bible says that people 
are not going to Heaven unless their 
name is written in God’s book.”

[Revelation 20:15 “if anyone’s 
name was not found written in the 
book of life, that person was thrown 

“My teacher says that our name 
is written in God’s book when we 
become one of His children.

[John 1:12 “But to all who have 
received him - those who believe in 
his name - he has given the right to 

“Did your teacher tell you 
what you need to do to become 
one of God’s children?”

“Oh, yes. It’s not really 
hard. The hard part is recogniz-
ing that we can’t get to Heaven 
on our own. None of us is good 
enough.”

“Now, just a minute, Callie. There 
are a lot of good people in this world.”

“I know, Grandma, at least you 
and I think so; but God doesn’t 
think so. God says in the Bible that 
everyone is a sinner and deserves 
to go to Hell when they die.

[Romans 3:10 “There is no one 

3:24 “For all have sinned and fall 

6:23 “The payoff of sin is death, 
but the gift of God is eternal live in 

“That’s why Jesus came to 
earth. That’s what Christmas and 
Easter are really about.

[Philippians 2:7-8 Jesus “emptied 
himself by taking on the form of a 

slave, by looking like other men, and by 

himself by becoming obedient to the 

“At Christmas we celebrate 
Jesus’ birth—that’s when He came 
to earth as a man. He lived for about 
thirty years, and all that time He did 
exactly what God the Father wanted 
Him to do. Unlike the rest of us, He 
did not sin, That’s why at Easter we 
celebrate the death, burial, and resur-
rection of Jesus. That’s when He 
paid the penalty for our sin.”

“Then, why isn’t everyone 
going to Heaven, Callie?”

“Well, God doesn’t force anyone 
to go to Heaven. He wants us to de-
cide for ourselves. If we don’t want 

to go to Heaven, we don’t have to. 
He offers us the gift of eternal life. 
We can accept it or not accept it.” 

“That sounds too easy.”
“It wasn’t easy for Jesus. Instead of 

being in Heaven, He spent thirty years 
on earth living just like everyone else. 
He got hungry and tired and, worst of 
all, many people didn’t like what He 

He was beaten so badly that He almost 

an especially cruel way to kill people. 
The worst thing, though, was that as He 
died, He took credit for all of our sin.

[I Peter 2:24 “Who his own self bare 

He never sinned, but he was 
willing to take the punishment for 

the sin of everyone who ever lived—
me and you and everybody else.”

have a high priest incapable of sym-
pathizing with our weaknesses, but 
one who has been tempted in every 

“That’s hard to believe.”
“That’s why a lot of people are 

not going to Heaven, Grandpa. They 
would rather try some other way 
than accept what God tells them in 
the Bible. But there is no other way.”

[
in no one else, for there is no other 
name under heaven given among 

“Do you believe that Jesus 
died to make it possible for you to 

go to Heaven, Callie.”
“Yes, Grandma, but I’d like 

you to go to Heaven too.
Will you believe in Jesus? Will 

you become one of God’s children?”
[John 3:36 “The one who believes 

who rejects the Son will not see life, 

Grandma

Are you going to Heaven 
when you die?
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