For unto you 1s born
this day in the city of
David a Saviour
which 1s Christ the
Lord. Luke 2:11

What does Christmas mean to you?
What do you think is the best part
about Christmas? Playing in the
snow? Time with family? Or perhaps
all of the beautiful lights and
decorations? How about presents?
Is there a special gift that you
remember getting?

God gave us the best Christmas gift
ever. This is eternal life. The human
race has been seperated from God
because of our sins. ( Ecclesiastes
7:20, Isiah 64:6 ) Because of sin, we
can not live in harmony with God or
live with Him in Heaven (Revelation
21:27) but are condemned to live in
Hell for all eternity.

This presents a problem because
God loves us but He hates our sin
because it seperates us from Him.
Isaiah 53:6 says "All we like sheep
have gone astray; we have turned
everyone to his own way..."

We have all gone our way instead
of God's way and ended up being
lost in our sins. So God did
something for us that only He
could do. This is the reason we
have Christmas.

Christmas is about Jesus Christ.
Christmas is when we celebrate
Christ's birthday. Jesus is God
Himself who came to this earth,
was born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14),
lived a perfect sinless life, and died
on the cross to pay for our sins and
make a way for you and | to go to
Heaven. This is God's gift to us.

Acts 10:43 says "Through His
name whosoever believeth in Him
shall receive remission of sins."
The Greek word for believe means
to put your trust in, to rely upon, to
depend upon.
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The Bible tells us in Ephesians 2:8,9
"For by grace are ye saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves, It is
the gift of God. Not of works, lest any
man should boast."

You don't work for a gift, you just
receive it and accept it. If you work for
something it's not a gift, it would be a
payment.Then you could brag or
boast about being good enough to
go to Heaven. When you get a
present on Christmas morning, you
don't leave it in the giftwrap in the
corner. You open it and play with it or
use it. It is the same thing with
eternal life. God offers it to you as a
free gift but you must accept it. Don't
leave this precious gift wrapped up in
the corner. Open it and start using it.
If you don't actually accept it as your
own, it really isn't yours no matter
how much God wants you to have it.

If there were any other way for us to get
to Heaven, then Jesus would not have
had to die on the cross for our sins.

We could have just gone to Heaven
another way. But the Bible tells us
"Neither is there salvation in any other,
for there is none other name under
Heaven given among men whereby we
MUST be saved." (Acts 4:12) Since
there was no other way for us to have
eternal life, Jesus came and took care
of us. That's Love! Won't you accept
this payment that Jesus made on the
cross for you? Remember that this is
Jesus birthday. He loves you so much
that He died for you to give you a home
in Heaven. What better gift could you
give to God on His birthday? You give
Him your temporary life and God gives
you an eternal life. From that point on,
your salvation is settled. In 1 John
5:13 the Bible tells us that we can
know we have eternal life. This is
because you have just put your
destiny in God's hands and not yours
or anyone elses.

Here is a prayer that you can say to
ask God to forgive you of your sins.

Dear God, | know | am a sinner, and
that there is no way that | can get
myself into Heaven. | know that
Jesus died on the cross for my sins,
and | am accepting the payment that
He made on the cross for me. Please
forgive me of my sins and allow me to
live with you in Heaven someday.
God, | thank you for forgiving me of
my sins. Please help me to serve you
in my daily life. In Jesus name | pray,
Amen.
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