
Andrew Likin’s Testimony

 The incident with that man changed my
life forever and I wasn’t the same after that.  I also
had a very rough upbringing; I had a family
member who was very emotionally and physically
abusive to me.  This family member tried to love
me but they had a hard time controlling their
temper.  I do not think it is important to tell you
who this person is and make them out to be a bad
person.  You just need to know it happened and to
help with my message.  Also from a young age I
started looking at dirty magazines and drank
alcohol.  My friends and I would sneak in to get it
when my parents were not home.  Because of all
these issues, I carried them into my adult life.  An
important note I would like to state, is some of our
poor decisions and actions were caused by things
we did when we were young or things that
happened to us during our life.  This doesn’t’ give
us a way out or excuse us from what we have done
to ourselves or others.  It is just a way of letting
others know we are not perfect, we committed sin
we are not proud of.  A lot of these issues stated
above also hurt both of my marriages; family and
close friends who were greatly affected by some of
my poor choices.  I wish someone would have told
me a story and message like this a long time ago
and then maybe I wouldn’t have made the biggest
mistake of my life.  

You see I’m telling this story and message
while I am locked up in a maximum security
prison.  I would like to go back to the year 1996,
back then I suffered a serious life changing injury
due to an accident I had at work.  I broke my neck
at C-6 and C-7 and my lower back at my L-5, L-4
and S-1 in my spine.  Adding this life changing
injury with all the negative situations that I
mentioned before, I started to feel sorry for myself
and I allowed the devil to lie to me and controlling
my life and consuming my thoughts with
depression, extreme anger and the most powerful
addiction known to man.  My life started spinning
out of control and I did not care about anybody or

anything.  Then one day after my accident, I was
deeply depressed and was having a really bad day.
I didn’t care about myself or anyone else.  I started
drinking alcohol and mixing it with hard core pain
killing medications to numb my life.  I was trying
to self medicate with anything I could get and that
was when I made the biggest mistake of my life.  I
started to get inappropriate with a young lady
under the age of eighteen years old.  She was a
friend of my children and spent a lot of time at our
house.  She came from a family whose parents
were divorced and her biological father was in and
out of her life.  She liked all the attention I gave
her.  Because I was already a Christian at the time,
the guilt, and the shame from the sin was heavy on
my heart and once again I became very suicidal
and was admitted to a mental hospital.  (Another
note to my story is I had a chance to apologize the
young lady involved, who now is an adult and by
the grace of God she forgave me.)  I have also
apologized to everyone else in my life; some
forgave me while others have not.  I hope someday
I will get to make amends with everyone I hurt.
And now after my arrest I lost many of the things I
loved and was dear to my hearts.  Some of the
things I did lose and gave up due to my terrible sin
is: my wife divorced me, two of my four adult
children will not speak to me, I lost my job, my
home, my cars, my pets and some close friends.
I’ve missed out on seeing my adult children
getting married, my grandchildren being born, my
son going off to the military and my youngest
daughter graduating high school.  And now I can’t
even go back to my hometown due to the shame of
what I have done.  As I stated before I have
suffered most of my life from a powerful sex and
alcohol addiction and an explosive anger problem
and it has cost me nine years of freedom and the
pain and suffering I caused to everyone else.  

Sometimes in our life we must stand up
and take control of our life.  We need to learn from
our mistakes before it is too late and do something
stupid like I did.  For the last six and one half
years I have sat here in prison with thousands of

men just like me.  I have listened to many of them
tell me all they have lost and how addictions and
anger problems have ruined their life.  As I sit
here, I remember the day of my arrest; it was four
days after Christmas in 2006 and two days before
my anniversary.  I was so upset they put me on
suicide watch.  I lay naked on the hard cement
floor for five days.  I remember crying out to Jesus
for help and asking him to please forgive me and a
voice in my heart said, “I forgive you and I love
you”.  

A year and one half later when I was sent
to prison, I sat in my cell and started to pray.  I
asked the Lord how can I learn from all of this and
how could I help others to not make the same
mistakes like I have made and the Lord said to me
you need to write and tell your story.  You need to
warn others about the serious impact that
addictions and anger problems have on people’s
lives.  The Lord said to me to let others know that
having these issues and doing nothing about them
could harm their relationship with him.  Last the
Lord said to me to let everyone know that if they
turn and repent from these sins that he would
forgive them and love them forever.  So as I was
ending my prayer, I told the Lord that I would do it
and get the message out so others might learn
before they make the biggest mistake of their life.

It is so sad these days when you hear on
television or read in the newspaper about a famous
person like a sports hero, political figure, a church
pastor, school teacher or a coach who is caught in
a sex scandal and whose lives are ruined because
of sex addiction or a violent temper or even worse
you hear of a child who became a victim and
whose life was destroyed by these terrible sins.
Then you start to think this all could be avoided if
someone would start to do something about it.  I
have always wondered why the Lord allowed this
to happen to me and then I remembered all the
famous people in the Bible who experienced some
of these same issues and situations and how they
had to learn a very hard lesson and learn from their
mistakes.  They had to go through trials to help



teach others so that others would not make the
same mistakes.  Now I understand why it
happened to me at fifty years of age.  I have done a
lot of things and have been lots of places.  I was a
volunteer associate pastor at a large Christian
church and I also volunteered at my local sheriff’s
department.  At the same time I was a part time
firefighter.  I was in the Army and now am a
disabled veteran. I worked full time with the
Federal government where I injured my neck and
back.  I have traveled to different parts of the
World. I have met a lot of people and one thing I
can tell you for sure is a sex addiction and a
violent temper will destroy your life.

Now a humble and final note to you is
this, because of what happened to me when I was a
little boy, I grew up with a lot of pain and
suffering.  I held it all in all these years.  I didn’t
tell the truth until it was too late.  I didn’t get help
for what happened to me.  I carried it into my adult
life and I hurt myself and a lot of other people.  So
now please take my advice if something bad
happened to you when you were younger, don’t
carry it any longer but GET HELP NOW.  Please
save yourself and others from a life time of pain
and suffering.  If you’re someone who is just
dealing with these worldly sins for one reason or
another there is help out there.  There are good
Christian people out there who want to help you.
Please don’t wait any longer.  Reach out and get
them to help you.  Please do not wait any longer
and please reach out to Jesus and ask him to help
you.  Ask him to come into your life and be your
Lord and Savior.  He loves you and wants to help
you right now.  Please let this be the first day of
your new life with Christ.  I want to end this by
saying once again that I want to apologize to
everyone I hurt.  I hope you can find it in your
heart to please forgive me.  I also want to thank the
Lord, my family and friends who stuck by my side
during this very difficult time in my life.  May
God bless everyone who hears this and the ones
who tell it!

My notes and Scripture
  Some major notes to this story and
message are: we can’t go back to the past and fix
what happened to us, but we can fix how we react
and respond to things in the future.  This is not a
time to place blame on anyone even though
someone caused pain and suffering to us.  This is
the time to forgive and respond in a healthy
Christian way, like it states in God’s word.
Forgiveness can heal our hearts. 

Another note is how important it is to
spend every day we can with God, family and
friends.  Do not take for granted each day.  Life
goes by so fast, so use it to glorify God yourself,
family and friends.  I know the importance of each
one of these things.  I did it wrong so much.  Like
it states in God’s word Matthew 22:37-39 and
Mark 12:31 love the Lord your God with all your
heart, with all your soul, with all your mind and
with all your strength.  This is the first
commandment and the second is this, you shall
love your neighbor as yourself, there is no other
commandment greater than these.  Other scriptures
for story and message are: I kings 11:1-3, 2
Samuel 11:1-27 & 12:1-15, Genesis 19:30-38
and Psalms 51:1-10.

      I hope this testimony has been a blessing to
you.  If you would like to read how others in
similar situations have experienced the life
transforming power of God please write to me at
the address below.  We now have over 100
testimonies of those whose lives have been
transformed by God’s amazing Grace.  We also
have over 100 Con-tracts.  Please send us your
testimony as well.  We also appreciate artwork and
poetry to use in this ministry.

Bro. Otto Ball
C/o Crossroads Ministry

P.O. Box 363
Hyde, PA  16843



A Life Changing
Message

I am now going to share with you
something that is very private and personal but I
have to tell it to show the points I’m trying to
make and if it will help someone who is hearing
my message then it must be told.

Back in 1972 when I was ten years old, I
was raped and molested by a strange man in a
school restroom.  I was at summer school and my
friend and I went to a restroom on the other side of
the school, where no adults were present and the
strange man came in and told us that we were not
to use this restroom and that we must be punished
for going in there.  After the incident the man told
us to never tell because he knew where we lived
and he would come to get us.  I never told anyone
what happened to me, but a few weeks later, I tried
to kill myself.  Thank God, my Mom and sister
were there to stop me.
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