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Hello, my name is Brando Lacy and I
am an alcoholic!  I have been sober now for
more than 2 years, but not by choice at first.
You see I have been here on Death Row in
Arkansas since May of 2009.  Before that I
spent over a year in a county jail awaiting trial,
over something I did not do.  The thing is that I
don’t even remember my last two weeks as a
free man.  I am a blackout drunk!  I once drank
just to have fun, but that all changed
somewhere down the line.  I went to rehab two
different times and the last time I managed to
stay sober for five months.  But two weeks
before I was arrested, it all came to an end. 

I had all the good things in life, three
great kids, a good paying job, owned my own
cars, (nice cars too), had my own home and
land.

Today I spend my days in an 11 X 8
cell.  I am allowed out, only two times a month,
in cuffs and shackles.  I am not allowed to be
around anyone!  I am not in any way a violent
person, but once you get here, they don’t wish
anyone on the outside to see that part of you.
When it comes time to kill, a person on Death
Row they wish you only be remembered as a
convicted criminal and not the person you are.
But I am going to change that for myself!

I am charged with a crime, I could not
have committed!  I was told by the person who
actually did the crime that I did it and being the
honest person that I really am, I told the police
I did it.  I was drunk and in a blackout drunken
state when I told them, and I don’t remember.
Well, in Arkansas when you make a statement
to the police, even when you are drunk, it can
be held against you!  I am sure people think,

“oh that can never happen to me!” but I am her
to say, “Please THINK AGAIN…!”

I have been an alcoholic for over 20
years!  I received my 1st and 2nd DWI in the last
2 years of that time.  I got them both within a
month of each other.  I drank to get away from
the world and my perceived problems.  I would
drink a 30 pack of beer and a pint of 100 proof
peppermint schnapps in less than 12 hours.  I
drank almost every day for the last few months
before my second rehab.  I checked myself in
the second time because of my kids.  I was
spending all my money on alcohol and they
were getting short changed.  I knew I needed
help!

I was able to stay sober for five months.
I never planned on when I was going to drink,
most of the time I just woke up the next day,
sleeping on the ground, in a car, or anywhere.
Not knowing where I was or how I had got
there!  

One thing I have learned about my
drinking problem is; “my drinking in not the
problem, I was the problem..!  So in order to fix
the drinking problem, I had to fix my problem
first!  I had to find a new way to deal with
myself.  I was my own worst enemy!  It is true
what they say; “fake it, till you make it”!  Don’t
give up!  If you would put only 1% of the effort
into staying sober, that you put into drinking or
getting high, you can overcome it.  

I pray that you will not end up where I
am.  Trust me when I say; “I am a good person,
with a big heart”.  I have never been in any real
trouble before, much less a felony charge.
Please do not trust the justice system to always
be fair they do kill innocent people.  Don’t let it
be you!  This could happen to anyone and when
you are a drunk or a junkie not many people
will listen to you unless it is something they
wish to hear.  So I ask all of you to please next

time you think about taking that first drink or
getting high, think about what it would be like
to wake up every day on “Death Row”!  Ask
yourself; “Is it worth it”?  If you will, let God
into your life, you will find that life is a great
place.  You don’t wish to find out how great
life is from in here.

My boy is growing up and he plays
Pee-Wee football.  I’ve got a picture of him in
his jersey by my bed.   I will not get to see him
play; every Fathers dream.  I am missing being
there as he grows into manhood.

I do have appeals and hope to be free
once again but it could take 20 years of my life.
I can never get that time back.  I have no one to
blame but myself for drinking my life away.  I
would not be here if I had remained sober.  I
am going to do anything I can from inside these
walls to help anyone else who may be
suffering.  I wish I could stand there in front of
you, but that’s not to be.

I do so hope that my story will help
someone not to make the mistakes I have.  But
if you will give your will to God, he will help!
I pray only that you find the help you need and
not end up inside with me!

God Bless All of You!



I hope this testimony has been a blessing to you.  If
you would like to read how others in similar situations
have experienced the life transforming power of God
please write to me at the address below.  We now have
over 40 testimonies of those whose lives have been
transformed by God’s amazing Grace.  Please send us
your testimony as well. We would also like artwork
and poetry to use in this ministry.

Bro. Otto Ball C/o
Crossroads Ministry

P.O. Box 363
Hyde, PA  16843

What is the penalty If you kill
someone while driving under

the influence?

The law varies from location to location, but 
you can reasonably expect to be charged with
felony DUI and at least involuntary 
manslaughter. If there are prior DUI 
convictions, in some states you will be 
charged with murder rather than 
manslaughter.

Statistics of Drinking
An average drunk driver has driven drunk 80

times before first arrest.
This year, 10,839 people will die in drunk-

driving crashes - one every 50 minutes.
One in three people will be involved in an

alcohol-related crash in their lifetime.
One in three 8th graders drinks alcohol.

Every minute, one person is injured from an
alcohol-related crash.

50 to 75% of convicted drunk drivers
continue to drive on a suspended license.

One in five teens binge drink. Only 1 in 100
parents believes his or her teen binge drinks.
Drunk drivers kill someone approximately

every 48 minutes
!   181 children age 14 and younger died in
alcohol related accidents in 2009. Over half
(92) were riding WITH THE ALCOHOL

IMPAIRED DRIVER!

Consequences of Drunk
Driving

The consequences of drunk driving are far
reaching. The effects of drunk driving do not
affect only the drunk drivers, but many, many
others.  Of course passengers in the car may
be affected by being injured in accidents, but
they may be affected emotionally by the
trauma of accidents as well. Other drivers,
passengers, and pedestrians may be injured
and emotionally traumatized in accidents as
well. But beyond that, there is the emotional
trauma to family members and friends who
may lose loved ones or have to cope with
severely injured loved ones. 

Family members or friends may also feel
guilty for “letting” loved ones drive while
drunk, although ultimately the driver is
responsible for his or her own actions.

We should not ignore the consequences of
drunk driving to the driver, however. In
addition to possible injury and death, there is
the emotional trauma that may occur if he or
she causes injury or death to someone else.
The guilt can be overwhelming. There can
also be legal problems as a result.

My Drinking is not
the Problem

“I was the Problem”
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