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 Testimony

I am a 42-year-old African-
American ex-gang member.  At 17 I was
sentenced to life plus 5 years for attempted
murder for a drug deal that went bad.

When I was growing up my mother
and other family members used to beat me
and I was molested by both men and
women at a young age.

At age 5 I watched my mother’s
boyfriend stab my grandmother and Aunt
over 30 times because my grandmother
would not give him money for drugs.  My
Aunt died on the way to the hospital; my
grandmother lost 2 fingers.  (My
grandmother later died of natural causes
when I first got arrested for this case).

My mother stabbed me in my left
shoulder when I was 7 years old and social
services took over.  I grew up in both foster
homes and group homes.

I joined a gang at age 13.  I had so
many close calls with death I can’t name
them all, but God was watching over me.  I
was jumped numerous times and had my
nose and ribs broken.  I also was shot twice
by the time I was 17 years old.  I sold drugs
and did my share of wrong to rival gang
members.

I got expelled from school in the 10th

grade for bringing a knife to school because
I had been getting jumped by rival gang
members.  I was on and off probation since
1987 for stealing money out of a teacher’s
purse.  I got arrested for drug charges,
stealing a car and violating probation.  

I accepted Jesus in my life when I
was 8 years old, 10 years old and 12 years
old and again at the age of 15.  When I got
locked up for possession of selling cocaine I
prayed that I would not get 5 years in the
California Youth Authority and I was
release on probation.

I went to church a few times when I
got out, but then went back to my old ways.
I was arrested on this case at age 17.  In the
back of the police car I asked God to not let
the victim die because he was on life
support.  When I got to the intake cell at
juvenile Hall I asked God to forgive me for
my sin filled life and to take me back.  I felt
a sense of peace.  The victim in my case did
not die and was able to walk.  

I was sent to adult court to be tried
as an adult.  The judge offered me 17 years
but I didn’t take it because my attorney told
me if they went to trial we could win.  I
listened to the public defender instead of
God and went to trial and received a life
plus 5- year sentence.

I’ve been in prison for over 22 years
since the age of 17 for a crime that the
charges were trumped up on me.  However,
God gets all the glory for this because it has
truly turned my life around.

I work an 8 hour factory job, attend
church and Bible study a few times a week
and also work on my criminal case
regularly, along with other activities and
correspondence studies.  

I’ve had my ups and down in prison
all these years but God has always been
there for me and taken me back when I fall
off.  He has blessed me with nice brothers
on the inside to be there for me when I

needed family.  I’m living my life for him
because it’s not about me anymore.  Jesus is
the reason why I smile, why I sing, why I
have so much joy in my heart.

I hope this testimony has been a blessing to you.  If
you would like to read how others in similar
situations have experienced the life transforming
power of God please write to me at the address
below.  We now have over 100 testimonies of those
whose lives have been transformed by God’s
amazing Grace.  Please send us your testimony as
well. We would also like artwork and poetry to use in this
ministry.

Otto & Jennie Ball 
Crossroads Ministry

P.O. Box 363
Hyde, PA  16843

Christ For Prisoners Outreach
113 East 17th

Baxter Springs, KS  66713
(Working on making a book: looking for testimonies of in-
mates and ex-prisoners.  If you would like your testimony 
included please send to address above.  

Blessing Beyond Bars
P.O. Box 694

Newtonvile, NY  12128
(Free Newsletters)

Christian Fellowship-Prison Ministries
7978 Township Road 602

Fredericksburg, OH  44627-9624
(Newsletters & Testimonies to inmates, also post testimonies)

Saved by Grace News
P.O. box 1242

Raymore, MO  64083
(Newsletters and they post inmates testimonies)

King James Bible Study Correspondence Course
5311 Windridge Lane
Lockhart, FL  32810

Upon completing 8 basic lessons; receive a new large print K.J.V 
Bible with your name on the cover.

     Blessed Assurance



Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,

Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood.

This is my story, this is my song,
Praising my Savior all the daylong;
This is my story, this is my song,

Praising my Savior all the day long.

Perfect submission, perfect delight,
Visions of rapture now burst on my

sight;
Angels, descending, bring from above

Echoes of mercy, whispers of love.

This is my story, this is my song,
Praising my Savior all the daylong;
This is my story, this is my song,

Praising my Savior all the day long.

Perfect submission, all is at rest,
I in my Savior am happy and blest,

Watching and waiting, looking above,
Filled with His goodness, lost in His

love.

This is my story, this is my song,
Praising my Savior all the daylong;
This is my story, this is my song,

Praising my Savior all the day long.

 The Roman Road

I had a pretty good opinion of myself
until a friend invited me to take a walk down
the Roman Road.  He used a single book in

the Bible to open my eyes to my relationship
with God, and I haven’t been the same since.

He warned me that the trip might hurt,
and he was right because he started by
revealing my real status before God.

For all have sinned, and come short of
the glory of God … 
Romans   3:23.

Then I learned of sin’s penalty.
F o r t h e w a g e s o f s i n i s d e a t h
…Romans 6:23a

He went on to tell me that God loves
me so much he offers an alternative called
“Eternal Life” …but the gift of God is eternal
life through Jesus Christ … Romans 6:23b.

Then he showed me how God
provided his son Jesus as a atoning Sacrifice
for my sin.  Jesus took my penalty!  But God
commendeth his love toward us, in that while
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Romans 5:8.

I wondered if God would accept me.
He assured me with even more good news.
For whosoever shall call upon the name of the
Lord shall be saved… Romans 10:13.

My friend showed me what I should
do to receive Eternal Life.  That if thou
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and
believe in thine heart that God raise him from
the dead, thou shall be save … Romans 10:9 

We prayed together, and I gladly
accepted God’s gift of Eternal Life through
Jesus Christ. 

  Jesus is the reason
why I smile, why I
sing why I have so

much Joy in my
heart.
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