
Carl Johnson’s Testimony

I was only 19 years old, facing the
possibility of a life sentence without the
chance of a parole.  I was scared, but yet, I
wasn’t scared.  After all I thought, I hadn’t
done what they said I did and soon the
police would realize this and let me go
home.  So I thought. But the days started
adding up and the time got longer and
longer. A 24-hour day seemed like an
eternity.  

One day as I sat playing cards with
the other guys in my maximum security
cell, the weather outside snowy and cold, I
laughed as I beat them, cussed at them and
at times even cheated them, all to win.  

Then a guard came to the cell and
told me I had a visit.  What?  In weather
like this, it was a blinding blizzard outside,
plus it wasn’t even visiting day or visiting
hour.  When I got to the visiting room this
lady, who I’d never seen before, greeted me
with a, “God bless you son.”  She told me
she was the mother of Leroy Crawford, a
friend of mine I had gone to school with.
She had come through the blinding snow,
all the way from Gary, Indiana, because
God sent her, she said.  She told me about

John 3:16 and told me that my life was in
danger and the danger she spoke of wasn’t
the court battle I was going through.  It was
the devil and that he comes to, “steal, kill
and destroy.”  John 10:10

As I listened to her I became very
uneasy because she started telling me about
the things I was doing and had been doing
since my days in jail right up to the time she
had gotten there; the cussing, playing cards
and even the cheating.  

She told me that God is a merciful
God; that He loves me and would forgive
me of my sins if I would only ask Him.  She
said He could take my life and make me
somebody when the world was saying I was
a nobody.    Visits were only 15 minutes,
but this was no regular visit and we had
gone well past the 15 minutes.  A cold
winter evening and here I was sweating as if
it was a hot summer’s night in July.  After
about a half hour this sweet little lady
(Martha Henry) was leading me into the
sinner’s prayer.  As I was about to go to my
cell, she gave me a parting shot; “you’re a
new creation in Christ now, you’ve got to
stop your lying, cheating and stay away
from those cards, she said”.

When I got back to my cell I went
back to the card game I had been winning
before I left.  But for some reason I couldn’t
win anymore, even when I cheated.  I
started getting angrier and angrier.  I tried to
cuss my way into a win, but I couldn’t get
the words to come out, so I just quit.

That night, alone in my cell I got
down on my knees and I cried out to God,
for real this time.  I had said the sinner’s
prayer earlier with Ms. Henry, but it was

more to satisfy her, but this time, it was
from the heart.  Ever since I had come back
from that visit, I couldn’t get those things
she said to me out of my head.

I had already been reading my Bible
like my mother had told me to do, but now I
was really reading it and I was honestly
seeking the Lord.  As time went on I
noticed a change in me and so did those
who were in Max 9 with me.  No more
cussing and I never wanted to play cards
anymore.  I spent all my days reading my
Bible and the Christian books I got off the
Chaplain’s book cart, or I was doing the
Bible studies I was getting from the
Forgotten Man Mission.

My life since has never been the
same.  Now a little over 35 years into a life
sentence, God is still the Center and head of
my life.  NEW LFE, the journey I’ve been
on since that visit from that sweet little lady
has been a long one.  I won’t lie and say it’s
been easy, but it has been joyful.  The
mercy of God has carried me all these years.
He has shown Himself real to me over and
over again in many ways, shielding me
from danger and harm.  

One valuable thing God has shown
me is, although I may be locked up in man’s
prison, I am free from my own prison, the
prison of my mind with Satan as the
Warden. (John 8: 31-32, 36) God has
shown me that many people are free on the
outside from prison bars, but are locked up
in their mind, a prisoner to sin and the
world, which is far worse than being locked
up in any prison man builds.  I thank God
I’m FREE!
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Please feel free to copy this testimony

I hope this testimony has been a blessing to you.  Please
send us your testimony as well.

Bro. Otto Ball C/o
Crossroads Ministry

P.O. Box 363
Hyde, PA  16843

How To Get To Heaven.
If you were to die today, are you sure you
would go to heaven? If you could know for sure
how to get to heaven, would you do what the
Bible says? Here's how you can know you will
go to Heaven when you die.

1. Admit that you are a sinner
"As it is written, There is none righteous, no,
not one." (Romans 3:10)
"For all have sinned, and come short of the
glory of God." (Romans 3:23)
Many people hope they will make it to heaven
because they haven't been "too bad" and
perhaps have done a lot of "good" things. The
idea is that if their good outweighs the bad, they
will be accepted into heaven.
Quite often people compare themselves with
those who have committed terrible acts of
wrong against others and think they should be
allowed into heaven because they're not nearly
as bad as those truly evil people.
But the Word of God says, "all have sinned and
come short of the glory of God." God judges us
with his own perfect righteousness, and
therefore "there is none righteous, no, not one."

2. Realize the penalty of sin

"For the wages of sin is death." (Romans 6:23)
"Sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death."
(James 1:15)
Death means "separation from God," in hell,
forever. How terrible, but true. Yet, God is "not
willing that any should perish."

3. Accept God's provision for your sin
"For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of
God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord." (Romans 6:23)
"But God commendeth His love toward us in
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for
us." (Romans 5:8)
"For he hath made him, who knew no sin, to be
sin for us, that we might be made the
righteousness of God in Him." (II Cor.  5:21)
Jesus Christ took your sins upon Himself and
therefore paid the penalty for your sins by dying
on the cross. He was buried and was raised on
the third day, just as the scriptures had said he
would, victorious over sin and death.

4. Personally receive Jesus Christ as Savior
and Lord
"But as many as received him, to them gave he
the power to become the sons of God, even to
them that believe on His name." (John 1:12)
No matter where you are, or the condition of
your life, you need Jesus Christ to be your
Savior and Lord. You cannot effectively deal
with your sins any other way. Now is the time
to come to Him. Pray to Him right now saying
something like this—Lord Jesus, I need You. I
admit that I am a sinner and need Your
forgiveness. I believe that You died for my sins.
I want to turn from my sins. Please forgive me
and come into my heart and life. I want to trust
and follow You as Lord and Savior. In Jesus'
n a m e , A m e n .
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