
Derrick Nelson’s Story

I was 9 years old when my first life threatening
experience happed.  I was molested by a
neighbor.  My father then beat me when he
found out about it.  At the age of 12, I then
turned to drugs and partying.  I always did
things to get money so I could buy drugs.  I
was using Meth and Marijuana to the extent of
crashing into a hole I couldn’t get out of.  I was
cutting school, fighting and having unprotected
sex.  My life was going downhill quickly.  I
didn’t really care much about anything.  I was
going to church, singing in the choir and still I
was living the bad life.

Being a preacher’s kid, I was on the
road to destruction.  I was sent to a group home
in South Lake Tahoe.  I continued to do drugs
and have sex with strangers.  I was told a lot of
times that I was out of control and was headed
to prison or dead.  At the age of 18 I committed
the worse act I would ever do.  I did a home
invasion with my brother and it all went sour
quickly.  The next day I was arrested and
booked for murder and home invasion robbery.
I read the Bible and went to Bible studies every
week.  It brought something good out of it.

I didn’t understand life or God’s
purpose for me.  I tried every day to change and
be a better person.  I can honestly say I still
don’t him.  I believe in God and know He is
real.  I am looking and searching for an answer
to the problems that God saved my life from
because if I was still out on the streets I would
be dead.  He has a purpose for me and I want to
find Christ!  I’ve had times where I turned and
changed a few things into positive, many didn’t
stay the same.  I’m very burdened and I need to
t r y t o g e t m y l i f e t o g e t h e r .
…                                            Derrick Nelson

The beginning of change starts when you
realize you got a problem. When you
recognize you can’t fix your problem on your
own , you are in a good place. When we find
ourselves in a mess that’s a good time to cry
out to God. When I realized my life wasn’t
going as I hoped it would I turned to God.
Once in a mess I was ready to hear from
God. And God was more than ready to help
me. He brought his word to me so many
times. If I had listened earlier, I wouldn’t have
gotten in such a mess. Oh sure I could blame
my father or my school teachers. I could
blame a host of others but the truth is. I
made wrong choices in life. I wasn’t looking
to God or following His ways. 
 Well the good news is like Jonah of old
when I quit running from God there He was
ready to help me. Why he had so many
promises for me, life changing, life altering
promises. Just one of them helped me out
more times, than I can number
ROMANS 8:28
 And we know that all things work together
for good to those that love God, those called
according to His purpose.
 What a promise no matter what I was going
through God would cause it to be for my
good. Don’t know why I was so thick headed.
Why did I wait so long? Why did I choose my
own pathway? Did I think I was wiser than
God ? Well I’m sure you and I got lots in
common. No better time than to turn fully to
God open up your Bible let God speak to you
And don’t just read it to fill your mind.
Actually put it into practice . What he says to
do, just do it !!! Lets look again at Romans
8:28
That being true then God will even use the
mess you’re in right now to lead you out of it
and once through you’ll have a story to tell
a n d a s o n g t o s i n g .
Bro. Otto Ball

Amazing Grace
 
Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me.
I once was lost but now am found,
Was blind, but now I see.

T'was Grace that taught my heart to fear.
And Grace, my fears relieved.
How precious did that Grace appear
The hour I first believed.

Through many dangers, toils and snares
I have already come;
'Tis Grace that brought me safe thus far
and Grace will lead me home.

The Lord has promised good to me.
His word my hope secures.
He will my shield and portion be,
As long as life endures.

Yea, when this flesh and heart shall fail,
And mortal life shall cease,
I shall possess within the veil,
A life of joy and peace.

When we've been here ten thousand years
Bright shining as the sun.
We've no less days to sing God's praise
Than when we've first begun.

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me.
I once was lost but now am found,
Was blind, but now I see.

If you would like to read how others in
similar situations have experienced the life
transforming power of God please write to



me at the address below.  We now have over
100 testimonies of those whose lives have
been transformed by God’s amazing Grace.
We also have over 100 Con-tracts.  Please
send us your testimony as well. Would also
appreciate artwork and poetry to use in this
ministry

Bro. Otto Ball 
C/o Crossroads Ministry

P.O. Box 363
Hyde, PA  16843

How to Memorize Scripture
Here are some things I have learned that I want
to share with you as suggestions:
1. Each morning write your verses for the day
on a 3 x 5 index card. I recommend that you
date the card at the top and number the verses.
Carry it with you during the day. Then you can
memorize your verses whenever you have a few
spare minutes, for example, when you are on
lunch break, taking a walk, sitting in the car going
to town (when you’re not driving), or waiting in the
doctor’s office, etc. Depending on the type of
work you do, you can even memorize while you
work, but be careful not to steal time from your
employer. 
2. Carry some of the most recent cards with
you so you can easily review the latest verses
you have memorized. 
3. Read the verses aloud to yourself as you
are studying them. It helps to write them, read
them, and say them. 
4. Use memory systems. This is a very broad
subject, and I cannot discuss every system that
has been used in the past, but here are several
that I have used:
a. Memorize verses in pairs  This helps you link
the verses together when you recite them.
b. Take notice of beginning words. For instance,
verses 11–14 of Romans 2 each start with for.
So if you remember that these 2 pairs of verses
begin with for, you have something that links
t h e s e v e r s e s t o g e t h e r .
c. Notice key words and phrases that repeat

themselves in multiple verses. Romans 1:23
talks about changing the glory of God and verse
25 talks about changing the truth of God. So
verse 25 repeats a thought that was mentioned in
t h e p r e v i o u s p a i r o f v e r s e s .
d. Form mental pictures in your mind. This is
helpful when you have a list to memorize such as
in Romans 1:29–31. You can form a story in your
mind and link the items together to help you
remember each item in the correct order

Review, review, review! Never forget the importance
of reviewing what you have memorized. Try to find
someone else you can recite your passages to.

Stay encouraged and motivated. Please don’t get
discouraged if you can’t keep up with the
schedule I suggested. It is better to memorize
less and retain it, than to memorize too fast and
lose it all, and in the end completely give up
Conclusion

Please don’t let the above suggestions hinder you.
What works for one person, may not work for
someone else. But hopefully, you have found
something here that has inspired you to become a
Bible memory enthusiast!

Memorizing 2 verses a day is hard and takes a lot of
effort and diligent commitment. Don’t be surprised if
you have to change your lifestyle. Expect to get weary
of reviewing hundreds of verses.But brothers and
sisters, the rewards are priceless! God has many
blessings for you that will be discovered when you
begin consistently memorizing His words. We are
commanded to redeem the time, and memorizing
Scripture is a great way to redeem the time. You will
have something to fill your spare moments with. Your
knowledge of the Bible will increase, and you will
have something spiritual to meditate on continually.
As you train your mind to think on God and His
words, you will grow and your life will be changed. 

—Lavern Gingerich

.

Derrick Nelson’s story

I waited patiently for the LORD; and he
inclined unto me, and heard my cry.

 He brought me up also out of an horrible pit,
out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a
rock, and established my goings.

 And he hath put a new song in my mouth, even
praise unto our God: many shall see it, and
fear, and shall trust in the LORD.

Psalm 40:1-3
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