
Doug Matthew’s Testimony

When I was about 10 years old I started
getting into the kind of trouble that a
“grounding or butt whooping” wouldn’t fix.
When I was 11 I got caught breaking into
someone’s car in their garage.  When I was 12
the judicial system decided my mom couldn’t
fix me but they could…they were wrong!

I was heavy into church as a small
child.  I went to Heavenview Tabernacle
Pentecostal Church and I loved it.  From 8 years
old until I was 12.  That was the best time of my
life.  I was 9 or 10 when I was saved and the
devil wasted no time interfering with God’s
plan.  I went to church every Sunday morning
and nights, Wednesday nights and Saturday
nights.  I had just started joining the youth
group on some Friday’s when I started back
sliding and by age 26 I had slid so far back I
could feel Hell licking at my feet.

At 12, I stole everything I wanted, my
mom couldn’t keep her eyes on me “ALL” THE
TIME so opportunity knocked often.
Whooping’s were a game of “catch me if you
can” and grounding me meant me hitting the
window and staying gone a day or two.  I did
what I wanted.  I cracked jokes on almost all my
teachers (class clown) and fought every other
week.  It was my life from age 12 on up, I was a
grown man…I thought. 

The Judicial system placed me in a
group home at age 13, the “emergency shelter”.
I was driving my mom crazy and I was on
probation for stealing…opportunity.  I was
violated for not following the rules there and
was given a 2nd chance.  But this time it was a
long term group home.  If I did good I could go
home on the weekends.  When I did make it
home my mom always brought me back
because my brothers and I would fight.  The
blame would be on me and off I went.  I lasted

at that group home 6 or 7 months and was
violated.  I couldn’t handle the rules and I was
selling my medication at school.  I took Ritalin
and some other stuff.  But that one could make
me money….opportunity.

The courts gave me one more chance,
Eckerd Wilderness Camp in Lowgap N.C.  It
wasn’t too far from where I lived, Winston-
Salem, N.C.  I finally did what I was told there.
But it was fun too.  I graduated after 12 months
and 3 days.  I was out two months and there it
was….opportunity.  

I got arrested for beating someone up.  I
was using drugs and drinking.  Weed was an
everyday escape and acid and ecstasy was my
weekend escape from reality.  Because my
reality had turned into an in and out of jail life
until I was 17.

High on mushrooms and alcohol I
decide to rob a store at gun point… opportunity
paid me well that night until I went to boot
camp, Impact West, for it and once again
probation wouldn’t cut if for my life and off to
prison I went.  

After that bid I did 2 more for armed
robbery and assault inflicting serious injuries.  I
learned my lesson after the third one and
decided I got to tighten up.  I really got straight
when God blessed me with a little girl, Eva. 

I hadn’t actually straightened out
though.  It just felt like I did because I wasn’t
getting caught.  My income was selling drugs
and I didn’t associate with many people on a
personal level.  I didn’t realize I was still failing
until it was too late…opportunity showed its
face for who he really is and always has
been….The Devil.

Now I sit here on Florida State Prison
Death Row for 1st Degree Murder.  I didn’t’
know how I’ve ended up here till recently.  I
always prayed and thanked God for my food.  I
always asked “Him” to make life easy for me.

I’ve always asked “Him” to look after me.  I
prayed the same prayer since I was about 13.
See, I thought I was praying, but what I was
really doing was just reciting the same words
over and over.  When I asked for forgiveness, I
didn’t plan to stop committing those sins too.  I
just recently learned how to build a personal
relationship with God and prayer was the key
all along.  Now this is a real Opportunity!  Now,
for the first time since I was a child I have peace
with my Saviour.

I’ve lived a real bad life.  I’ve been
hurting people most of it and almost been killed
a couple times myself.  But after all my crimes
He’s forgiven me and I know it’s because I sit
here with a death sentence and can smile…!
He’s even blessed me with a wonderful friend
to help me through this.  God hears me now
REAL OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS WITH A
GENTLE HAND NOT A FIST.

For those my testimony has reached,
know that walking with God won’t always be
easy, but walking with the Devil will always
turn out worse, always!         Doug Matthew
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I hope this testimony has been a
blessing to you.  

If you would like to read how others
in similar situations have experienced the
life transforming power of God please write
to me at the address below.  We now have
over 80 testimonies of those whose lives
have been transformed by God’s amazing
Grace.  Please send us your testimony as
well. Would also appreciate artwork and
poetry to use in this ministry.

Bro. Otto Ball C/o
Crossroads Ministry

P.O. Box 363
Hyde, PA  16843

WHE  N   OPPORTUNITY
KNOCKS...OR OTHERWISE

BIBLE MEDITATION:
“I am the door: by Me if any man enter in,
he shall be saved.” John 10:9

D E V O T I O N A L T H O U G H T :
We need to practice the presence of the
Lord this coming year. You’re going to be
tempted to rush into life because of the fast
pace to which society is stepping. Many
doors will open for you. Many doors will
close. What will you do? Remember that
through it all, Jesus Christ will be behind
each and every door as you seek Him with
all your heart. He has promised never to
leave you, nor forsake you. When the devil
comes and knocks at your heart’s door this
next year, simply say, “Jesus, please go

answer the door.” The Lord is there with us
to take care of us.

ACTION POINT:

When the door of opportunity knocks for
you today, take a moment to reflect on His
goodness, His mercy, and His faithfulness.
Trust in Him to give you what you need.

Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if 
any man hear my voice, and open the door, 
I will come in to him, and will sup with 
him, and he with me.
                                    Revelation 3:20

          When 
          Opportunity         
                         Knocks
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