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I was born March 13, 1973.  When I was
born, my Mother was legally blind and had sugar
diabetes.  My Father worked a job for a leather
mill for 37 years.  My Father and Mother were
not living together.  But my Father stayed
married to my mother and helped out all the time.

Then I found out that I had Scoliosis at
the age of 9 years old.  I had to wear a brace 24
hours a day for the next 9 years.  Yes, I was
picked on at school all the time.  I was not able to
make friends that easy.  Then I lost my Mother at
the age of 11 years old.  I went to live with my
Father and his girlfriend.  I lived with them until I
was 14 years old.  Then my Dad met a new
girlfriend and she moved in with us and she had 2
kids.  I continued to wear the brace.  That’s when
I started getting treated like a black sheep of the
family.

Hebrews 9:28
 So Christ was once offered to bear the

sins of many; and unto them that look for him
shall he appear the second time without sin unto
salvation.

I moved out at the age of 18 when I got
the brace off for good.  After I got my brace off, I
started drinking and using drugs and it led me to
being locked up in 2003.  Then 10 years later, I
went to prison for 7 years.  I went to a Bible
study and listened to what the person was talking
about and I decided then to accept Jesus our
Saviour into my life.  I have been studying the
word of God since then.  I was moved around in
the prison system and I count that as a blessing
because the Lord used me everywhere they sent
me.  I have written Bible studies and have
brought people to the Lord and I continue to
serve the Lord.  I have been out now going on 1
year and 5 months.  The Lord has blessed me in
many ways.  So God bless you all.  I have been

involved in a good church.  I have been helping
in the soup kitchen.  I have been helping in the
mission and I have held a job.  I have been clean
from drugs and alcohol for the last 9 years.

1 Timothy 1: 12-17

 And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath
enabled me, for that he counted me faithful,
putting me into the ministry;
   Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor,
and injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did
it ignorantly in unbelief.
   And the grace of our Lord was exceeding
abundant with faith and love which is in Christ
Jesus.
   This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world
to save sinners; of whom I am chief.
   Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in
me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all
longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should
hereafter believe on him to life everlasting.
1  Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible,
the only wise God, be honor and glory forever
and ever. Amen.

30 ways to know Jesus better (NKJV)
1. God became a human being.  John 1:1-18
2. An Angel promises Mary the birth of Jesus   
                                                 Luke 1:26-38
3. Jesus is born in Bethlehem.  Luke 2:1-7
4. John baptizes Jesus  Matthew 3: 13-17
5. Nicodemus visits Jesus at night. John 3: 1-21
6. Jesus talks to a woman at the well.     
                                                        John 4:1-26
7. Jesus provides a miraculous catch of fish.  
                                                         Luke 5:1-11
8. Jesus claims to be God’s son.  John 5:19-30
9. Jesus gives the beatitudes.  Matthew 5:1-12
10.  Jesus teaches about worry.  
                                                Matthew 6:25-34
11. Jesus forgives an adulterous woman. 
                                                    John 7:53-8:11
12.  Jesus comforts Mary and Martha.

                                                    John 11:17-37
13.  Jesus  rides into Jerusalem on a donkey.  
                                                     John 12:12-19
14.  Jesus tells about the future.   
                                               Matthew 24: 1-25
15.  Jesus prays for Himself.  John 17:1-5
16.  Jesus prays for his disciples.  John 17:6-9
17.  Jesus agonizes in the garden.
                                                   Mark 14: 32-42
18.  Caiaphas questions Jesus.  Mark 14: 53-65
19.  Jesus stands trial before Pilate.
                                              Matthew 27:11-14
20.  Pilate hands Jesus over to be crucified.     
                                               Mark 15:6-15
21. Jesus is led away to be crucified.  
                                               Mark 15:21-24
22.  Jesus is placed on the cross.
                                               Mark 15:25-32
23.  Jesus dies on the cross.  Mark 15:33-41
24.  Jesus is laid in the tomb. Mark 15:42-47
25.  Jesus rises from the dead.  Matthew 28:1-7
26.  Jesus appears to the women.  
                                                Matthew 28:8-10
27.  Jesus appears to the disciples. 
                                                John 20:24-31
28.  Jesus talks with Peter. John 21:15-25
29.  Jesus gives the great commission. 
                                              Matthew 28:16-20
30.  Jesus ascends into Heaven.  Luke 24:50-53

I hope this testimony has been a blessing to you.  If
you would like to read how others in similar situations
have experienced the life transforming power of God
please write to me at the address below.  We now have
over 100 testimonies of those whose lives have been
transformed by God’s amazing Grace.  We also have
over 100 Con-tracts.  Please send us your testimony as
well. Would also appreciate artwork and poetry to use
in this ministry

 Otto  & Jennie Ball 
                            Crossroads Ministry

P.O. Box 363
Hyde, PA  16843



The Star Fish
Based on the story by Loren Eisley... 

I  awoke early,  as  I  often  did,  just
before sunrise to walk by the ocean's edge
and greet the new day. As I moved through
the misty  dawn,  I  focused on a faint,  far
away motion. I saw a youth, bending and
reaching and flailing arms, dancing on the
beach,  no  doubt  in  celebration  of  the
perfect day soon to begin. 

As  I  approached,  I  sadly  realized
that the youth was not dancing to the bay,
but rather bending to sift through the debris
left  by the night's  tide,  stopping now and
then  to  pick  up  a  starfish  and  then
standing, to heave it  back into the sea. I
asked the youth the purpose of the effort.
"The tide has washed the starfish onto the
beach and they cannot return to the sea by
themselves," the youth replied. "When the
sun rises, they will die, unless I throw them
back to the sea." 

As the youth explained, I surveyed
the  vast  expanse  of  beach,  stretching  in
both  directions beyond my sight.  Starfish
littered  the  shore  in  numbers  beyond
calculation.  The  hopelessness  of  the
youth's  plan  became  clear  to  me  and  I
countered, "But there are more starfish on
this beach than you can ever save before
the sun is up. Surely you cannot expect to
make a difference." 

The  youth  paused  briefly  to
consider  my  words,  bent  to  pick  up  a
starfish  and  threw  it  as  far  as  possible.
Turning to me he simply said,  "I  made a
difference to that one." 

I left the boy and went home, deep
in  thought  of  what  the  boy  had  said.  I
returned to the beach and spent the rest of
the day helping the boy throw starfish in to
the sea.

The Serenity Prayer

God grant me the serenity 
to accept the things I cannot change; 
courage to change the things I can;
and wisdom to know the difference.

Living one day at a time; 
Enjoying one moment at a time; 

Accepting hardships as the pathway to
peace; 

Taking, as He did, this sinful world
as it is, not as I would have it; 

Trusting that He will make all things right
if I surrender to His Will;

That I may be reasonably happy in this
life 

and supremely happy with Him
Forever in the next.

Amen
                    --Reinhold Niebuhr

George Braender
Jr’s

Testimony

I went to prison again, this time for 7
years.  I went to a Bible
study and listened to what
the person was talking
about and I decided then to
accept Jesus our Savior
into my life.  I have been
studying the word of God
since then.
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