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Every kid when they hit those rebellious
years believe themselves to be bullet proof and
wiser than Solomon.  We drive our loved ones
to gray hairs, ulcers, and broken hearts and
many times to an early grave.

My rebellious years began soon after
my parents divorced when I was 12 years old.
My two older brothers were already living
fairly responsible lives at the time of the
divorce.  One was away in college and the
other was holding down a full time job and
living on his own.  That left only my sister, six
years than I, and me living at home with our
mom.

By the age of 14 I was already stacking
up a lengthy juvenile record and at 18 I was
sent to prison as an adult in Georgia.  I was
released when I was 28 and moved to St.
Petersburg, Florida.  

Less than two months after my 30th

birthday, I was back in prison, this time with 16
natural life sentences.  I had finally hit rock
bottom.  A natural life sentence is the same as a
death sentence.  The only difference being the
procedure of death.  Instead of a quick ending
of life through lethal injection or electrocution,
it is a lingering death by old age, if you are
lucky, while living in a violent environment.

It is easy to just give up under such
circumstances as I looked at a hopeless future
and I believe I did just that for awhile.  In late
1985 I found myself locked down at Union
Correctional Institution awaiting a transfer to
who knows where, because I had caused injury
to another inmate after only five days at that
institution.

During those months of lock down, an
old volunteer preacher would come by our cells

and pass out books for us to read.  One time he
left me a book called “Hooked” by Ernie
Hollands and it really captured my attention,
for he was a “lifer” like me.  Between the Bible
and that book I came to realize that all of life is
full of vanity and emptiness when it is only
focused on ones interests.

I received Jesus Christ as my Savior and
Lord in that little one man cell at Union
Correctional Institution.  It is a true “Rags to
Riches” story where a bum with a stoney heart
has become a child of the King of Glory!  A
man does not have to remain what he has been
in the past.  Jesus has truly come to set the
captives free and it is not an exclusive club.
“For God so loved the world that he gave his
only begotten son that whosoever believeth in
Him should not perish, but have everlasting
life” (John 3:16).  You, as well as I, are part of
the “whosoever”.  Regardless of how hopeless
you believe your situation is, God has the
solution.  We were created to have a loving
relationship with God and He has provided the
way through Jesus to come home to His loving
embrace.

This early span of time passes so
quickly and yet during these quickly passing
years a decision of eternal consequences will be
required of you.  To make no decision at all is
the same as saying “no” to God.  Please do not
gamble with your eternity!  Today is the day of
salvation, for you are not promised a tomorrow.
Let today become the day that you also become
a child of the King of Glory and when our
Father brings you home, please look me up.  I
would truly love to hear your story.  Maybe
we’ll go fishing with Peter or just do a little
sightseeing.  Whatever we do, we have an
eternity to enjoy it!  Welcome Home!

 

Hooked
Ernie Hollands spent 25 years in prisons
across Canada and the U.S.  He escaped
from prison five times and was labeled a
"habitual criminal”.  

While in prison, Ernie began to make fish
flies.  Grant Bailey offered to buy the flies
to sell in his sports store.  He showed Ernie
the love and grace of God and of salvation
through faith in Jesus Christ.  Ernie was
caught on his own hook!  

Ernie placed his heart in God's hands and
committed his life to Jesus Christ.  In 1976
Ernie was miraculously released from
prison and throughout the years he spoke
to hundreds of thousands of people around
the world.  

If God can change the life of a convict
named Ernie Holland’s, He can change
yours! Available in English, Lithuanian,
Spanish, Chinese, Russian, and on video
and CD.  For more info write to :

Ernest Holland Hebron Ministries
P.O. Box 1505

London, On.  N6A5m2

Broken
 We live in a broken world.  Relationships are broken. 
Families are broken.  Our school systems are broken. 
Our society is broken.  Our nation is broken.  The
world is broken.  Even our churches are broken.  Why
are we all broken?
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  We are all broken because we are all deeply fallen. 
We are deeply flawed.  We are prone to wander from
God.  We are able and often willing to engage in the
most vile things of this world. The abortion rate is
staggering.  Crime is on the increase.  Poverty is
rampant.  Racism has not ended.  Hate crimes are
prevalent.  Our love for one another has decreased. 
The innocent suffer. 

   But there is hope!  There is a hope that doesn't
disappoint. (Romans 5:5) There is a hope that can
change everything.  There is a hope that can only
come from God.  There is a hope that can restore our
relationships and renew our strength.  There is a hope
that can heal.  There is a hope that can repair and
rebuild what has been broken.

   Hope is an interesting concept.  Prisoners of war
have died when they lost hope in being rescued. 
Without hope people become discouraged and give
up.  Without hope we become depressed.  Hope is like
the first rays of light of the sunrise after the darkness
and blackness of night.  Hope is a gift from God.  God
is a God of hope. (Romans 15:13)

  Hope is defined as the desire of some good with the
expectation of obtaining it.  Hope is to expect with
desire.  Hope is the expectation of some good thing to
come. (Hebrews 11:1)

  The Jews lived in the hope of the  coming Messiah. 
Judaism was a religion of hope.  Jesus Christ, the
Messiah, was the fulfillment of that hope. (Matthew
5:17)  All of our deepest hopes are found in Him.

  Hope is one of the great marks of the Christian life.  It
is what makes Christianity stand out in the hopeless,
godless world that we live in.  The Psalmist talks often

of hope.  "For I hope in You, O Lord;  You will answer,
O Lord my God." (Psalm 38:15)  “And now, Lord, for
what do I wait?  My hope is in You." (Psalm 39:7) 
"For You are my hope; O Lord God, You are my
confidence from my youth."(Psalm 71:5) 

In the New Testament we read of the hope of the
gospel. (Colossians 1:23)  In Thessalonians Paul
speaks of the hope of salvation.  (1 Thessalonians

5:8)  Jesus Christ is our living hope. (1 Peter 1:3)  He
is the hope that is in you. (1 Peter 3:15)  In Paul's
famous chapter on love he says, "But now faith, hope,
love abide these three." (1 Corinthians 13:13)

We need to find our hope in Christ in the midst of our
broken world.  We need to come to know Christ as our
personal Savior and Lord.  We must trust in Christ as
our salvation.  

All hope begins and ends in Jesus Christ.

  After knowing Christ, we must grow in Christ.  We
must seek after Him and His Word.  We must diligently
seek His face.  We must determine to trust Him.  We
must acknowledge His sovereignty and grace in the
midst of our brokenness.

  And we need each other.  Believers were never
meant to live in isolation.  God has intended for us all
to be in relationship.  We begin with our relationship
with God and continue in our relationships with
others.  There are no "Lone Ranger" Christians.  Even
the Lone Ranger had Tonto.  We are meant to be in
relationships.  In these relationships our hope can be
nourished, as we together deal with life and our
broken world.Yes, we live in a broken world.  And
yet, we have the hope of the gospel found in the
person of Jesus Christ!  

I hope this testimony has been a
blessing to you.  Why not share yours with us.

Bro. Otto Ball
C/o Crossroads Ministry

P.O. Box 363
Hyde, PA  16843
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