
James Whitaker’s
Testimony

I was born in 1972 to a very abusive
mother and father who were both addicted to
drugs and alcohol.  Growing up at a very
young age I personally witnessed the cause
and effects of drugs and alcohol.  My three
sisters and I were physically, verbally and
emotionally abused.  

One day at the age of six years old
my mother beat me until I became
unrecognizable and scared from the top of
my head to the soles of my feet.   A few
days later I was discovered by my school
teacher who reported me to child protective
custody.  They immediately rushed me to a
hospital where my body and face were
treated and wrapped in terry cloth like a
mummy.  I was placed into emergency
foster care and remained there for nearly
four years.  Life was good while living in
foster care.  I was treated with love and care.
Something that was alien to me coming from
such carelessness and neglect that I had been
exposed to.  

My mother eventually won custody
of me through the courts so I was sent back
home to her.  Things were ok for awhile
then the abuse began again.  I started
running away from home at age 10.  I was
lost in the streets but I felt safe and secure.  I
met my first friend “Ducey”.  We were the
same age only he knew how to hustle and
survive the streets.  I began smoking weed
and drinking wine and learning how to
hustle; soon after I was committing petty
crime which eventually led me to lock ups.

By the age 16 I was a full blown
criminal; I robbed, stole and hurt people that
got in my way.  I started using cocaine that
same year and my life has never been the
same until now.

Since then I’ve become a repeated
offender, they labeled me as a career
habitual criminal with almost 28 years
behind the walls.  I was facing 20 years for
bank robbery this time and as I sat there in
that cell realizing my whole life was a mess,
that I had no family or friends in my corner,
suicide was my only thought and as much as
I wished to do this I didn’t have the courage
to do so.  

I fell down on that hard stone floor
and cried like a baby for hours.  Never have
I cried so hard in my whole entire life.  But
as I lay there in that cold hard and lonely jail
cell floor “God” heard my cry to Him, thank
you Jesus.  He told me He loved me and had
great plans for me.  He said that if I believed
in Him and His son Jesus Christ that He
would save me from all the hurt and sorrows
and loneliness I felt.  So on that floor in that
cell I accepted the Lord Jesus Christ into my
life and He saved my life and soul.  He
moved on the court which sought only to
give me a life sentence for being a career
criminal since 1982 being convicted for
everything from petty theft with priors to
assaults on officers and others, to bank
robberies.  God moved those courts to hand
down a sentence of 5 years with 85 percent
which only our Father God could have done.
Although I still remain in prison I’m free
and able to love myself and others.  I know
God got a calling for me and He got one for
you too.  Jesus loves you. 

What does it mean to cry
out to God?

The Power of Crying Out

Relying on God in desperate times

Throughout history, believers have cried out
to God in times of distress.  Sometimes after
years of praying, a single cry brings direction
or deliverance instantly. Many have wondered
why there are such powerful results from
simply crying out to God, yet the promise is
clear: “Call upon me in the day of trouble: I
will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me”
(Psalm 50:15).

Throughout Scripture, believers are instructed
to cry out to God in times of trouble. Here are
a few examples:

 “Call upon me in the day of trouble: I will
deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me”
(Psalm 50:15).

 “Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and
show thee great and mighty things, which
thou knowest not” (Jeremiah 33:3).

 “The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth,
and delivereth them out of all their
troubles” (Psalm 34:17).

 “When I cry unto thee, then shall mine
enemies turn back: this I know; for God is
for me” (Psalm 56:9).

Crying Out in Scripture

The following Hebrew and Greek words, their
definitions, and the descriptions of how they
are used in Scripture gives a clear picture of
what it means to cry out.

 A cry of deep distress: zaaq(Hebrew) 



G o d “didst see the affliction of our
fathers in Egypt, and heardest their
cry [zaaq] by the Red sea . . . and . . .
didst divide the sea before them, so
that they went through the midst of the
sea on the dry land” (Nehemiah 9:9–
11).

 To cry out for help: tsaaq (Hebrew) 

When the Israelites could not find
fresh water in the wilderness, Moses
“cried [tsaaq] unto the Lord; and the
Lord showed him a tree, which when
he had cast into the waters, the waters
were made sweet” (Exodus 15:25).

 To call with a loud sound: qara(Hebrew) 

“Jabez called [qara] on the God of
Israel, saying, Oh that thou wouldest
bless me indeed . . . . And God granted
him that which he requested”
(I Chronicles 4:10).

 To shout a war cry: ruwa(Hebrew) 

“Then the men of Judah gave a shout
[ruwa]: and as the men of Judah
shouted, it came to pass, that God
smote Jeroboam and all Israel”

                            (II Chronicles 13:15).

 A cry for help: shavah(Hebrew) 

“He will fulfill the desire of them that
fear him: he also will hear their cry
[shavah], and will save them”
(Psalm 145:19).

 A cry of deep distress: tsaaqah(Hebrew) 

“. . . He forgetteth not the cry
[tsaaqah] of the humble” (Psalm
9:12).

 To cry out: krazo(Greek) 

When the Apostle Peter walked out on
the water at the invitation of Jesus,
Peter was “afraid; and beginning to
sink, he cried [krazo], saying, Lord,
save me. And immediately Jesus
stretched forth his hand, and caught
him” (Matthew 14:30–31).

 To implore with strong voice: boao(Greek)

A blind man in Jericho heard that Jesus was
passing near him. “And he cried [boao], saying,
Jesus, thou son of David, have mercy on me. . . .
And Jesus said unto him, Receive thy sight: thy
faith hath saved thee” (Luke 18:38–42).
http://iblp.org/questions/what-does-it-mean-cry-
out-god

      I hope this testimony has been a blessing to
you.  If you would like to read how others in
similar situations have experienced the life
transforming power of God please write to me at
the address below.  We now have over 100
testimonies of those whose lives have been
transformed by God’s amazing Grace.  We also
have over 100 Con-tracts.  Please send us your
testimony as well. 

Bro. Otto Ball
C/o Crossroads Ministry

P.O. Box 363
Hyde, PA  16843

CRYING OUT
TO GOD

My soul yearns and pines for the courts of the
Lord. My heart and flesh cry out for the living
God.       Psalm
84:3
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