
Jeff Hawkin’s Testimony

I was born on the 11th of
June, 1969, the youngest of five kids.    My
siblings were teenagers when I was born.  I
felt like an only child.  Since I was the only
young child, I ended up with some really
great birthdays and Christmas’s.   My Mom
loves all the fun of the parties, so I really
had it good!

When I graduated high school I
suddenly had life facing me and I was not
prepared for that part of life.  I was just
having a great time, in my world of parties.
I was not a party-goer like some are; but I
sure had enough to find out that alcohol was
NOT MY FRIEND!  I’d start to drink but
I’d not know when to stop!

When I turned 25 my oldest sister
was diagnosed with a massive brain tumor.
I could not deal with the thought of her
dying; I turned, again, to alcohol.  A month
before she died I was drunk and ended up
being arrested for an assault.  I did not end
up in jail, but I now had a criminal record
and I had to deal with my sister’s death. 

Eventually I finished college and I
started a career in the medical field.  While
in college I met the woman of my dreams
who was also in the medical field.  We
planned a long life together.  That joy was
interrupted 5 weeks before our wedding
when my Mom died.  I knew about God, I
believed in God, but how could God take
my sister, then my Mom too?  I just could
not understand any of it.  I did get married,
as we had planned.

We had our first child after a little
over a year; she was born with Down
syndrome.  This was both a shock and a joy
that turned into a true blessing.  Since we
were both in the medical field we were able
to take good care of our little angel.  

After 6 years of marriage we had 3
great children, good income, a dream home,
two nice cars, and a ton of debt that was
driving me crazy!  My wife and I worked
long and hard, the bills were always there to
be paid, and we never got them paid off.  I
got depressed; I turned, again, to alcohol,
but I hid my drinking from my family.
That’s not all I hid, I not only started to
dr ink but I s tar t ed searching fo r
pornography on the Internet.  I was
becoming a person that I hated, but I did not
stop.

My wife discovered the porn sites
I’d been visiting, she and my sister
confronted me, I got more depressed, I got
angry.  I’m not sure if I understood I was
really angry at myself.  I kept on hitting the
alcohol, drinking, drinking, and drinking!
One day I got on the Internet and ended up
in a sexual conversation with two 16 year
olds.  Two months later the sheriff’s
department showed up at my job to take me
in for questioning.  Now I had to; not only
tell my wife of the sex talks I had with two
young girls, but I had to tell her I was fired
from my good paying job!  Two days later I
was arrested and charged with solicitation
of a minor plus two counts of using a
computer to commit a felony. I was
eventually sentenced to 40 months in
prison.

My three precious angels only knew
that their Dad would not be home for a long
time, it hurt them and me deeply.  

Well, it took my going to prison for
God to get my full attention but He did!  I
can now think back and recall God wanted
my attention years ago, if I had only
listened to Him speaking to my heart, I’d
not be in prison at all!  This is a lesson I
hope many will keep in their memory.  I did
sort of question God:  “God, how can You
ever forgive me?”  I think a lot of people
think that way but the truth is God loved us
from the beginning of time.  He just wants
us to turn to Him. 

Well, better late than never! I did
turn to God!  He got my attention and I
listened!

I’ve read the Bible all the way
through, more than once.  Every day I heard
that voice inside my heart to just read the
Bible.  Oh, don’t think I understand
everything in the Bible because there are
some things I don’t understand but I still
read, and the more I read, the more I
understand.

My Dad, who is not a church going
person has told me he sees good changes in
me since I began to read the Bible.  My
youngest sister has been inspired to start
reading the Bible too.  My niece, in
Kentucky, has also picked up her Bible to
start studying what God has revealed to us
in the Bible.  I’ve also gotten many letters
of support from my home town church, in
Western Michigan.  The people are truly
encouraged by the good changes God has
made in me.  One lady, who I don’t even



know appreciated my honesty and the
changes I’ve let God make in my life.  

Please pick up a Bible and discover
what Jesus Christ did for you, it is a eternal
blessing if you turn to Him today!

I hope this testimony has been a
blessing to you.  If you would like to read
how others in similar situations have
experienced the life transforming power of
God please write to me at the address
below.  We now have over 50 testimonies
of those whose lives have been transformed
by God’s amazing Grace.  Please send us
your testimony as well. 

Bro. Otto Ball C/o
Crossroads Ministry

P.O. Box 363
Hyde, PA  16843
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Gideon Bible Excerpt
  
   THE BIBLE contains the mind of God,
the state of man, the way of salvation, the
doom of sinners, and the happiness of
believers. Its doctrines are holy, its precepts
are binding, its histories are true, and its
decisions are immutable. Read it to be wise,
believe it to be safe, and practice it to be
holy. It contains light to direct you, food to
support you, and comfort to cheer you.
    It is the traveler’s map, the pilgrim’s
staff, the pilot’s compass, the soldier’s
sword, and the Christian’s charter. Here
Paradise is restored, Heaven opened, and
the gates of hell disclosed.
    CHRIST is its grand subject, our good
the design, and the glory of God its end.
    It should fill the memory, rule the heart,
and guide the feet. Read it slowly,
frequently, and prayerfully. It is a mine of
wealth, a paradise of glory, and river of
pleasure. It is given you in life, will be
opened at the judgment, and be remembered
f o r e v e r . I t i n v o l v e s t h e h i g h e s t
responsibility, will reward the greatest
labor, and will condemn all who trifle with
its sacred contents.
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