
Jimmy Chatman’s Testimony

Dear Young People, This is my
testimony of my life in prison and free world.
I am from a town called Fort Worth, Texas.
There were a lot of drugs and gangs in the
side of town where I was raised.  I was 14
years old when I started to mess up my life; I
didn’t want to go to school (but now I wish I
could), I hated it.  I was raised in a family of
10 boys and 5 girls, 7 of us at a young age
were taken from our Mom and Dad.  My Dad
had a bad drinking problem; he would get
drunk then start beating on us kids.  One time
he shot my Mom in the leg.  He was a mean
old man.  My Mom she was a real sweet
person, but my Dad ran things.  

When I was 15 I got fed up with it all
and went to my Dad’s room to talk with him.
My Dad was drinking, I said “Dad I need to
talk to you”.  He said, “What you want son”.
I told him I was leaving home because I
couldn’t take him beating up Mom all the
time.  He grabbed me and hit me so hard that
he broke my nose, knocked out my front
tooth and broke my ribs.  My Mom tried to
stop him but he beat her up to.  He then threw
me out the front door and told me never to
come back.  I sat down in the front yard and
cried and cried.  My little sister was looking
out the window and she started to cry as well.
I told myself I hated my Dad.  I crawled
away from the house so my sister couldn’t
see me.  Finally I got up and walked to my
Aunt’s house.  She said, “Jimmy what
happened to you”.  I told her Dad did this to
me.  My Uncle Paul got real mad and
grabbed his gun and went to my Dad’s house.
He put the gun in my Dad’s face and told
him, “you ever put another hand on any of

these kids again I’ll kill you”.   That was the
last I heard about it.

I went to living on my own on the
street.  I went from place to place.  Started
doing drugs and one day I needed money to
buy more drugs so I ran in this house with a
gun and killed this person for $20.  At age of
16 I was running from the law.  Got to the
town of Waco Texas and that’s where prison
life got started for me.  At the age of 17 I was
sent to prison in Texas and I walked through
the doors of Hell.  I know I messed up and it
cost me my life.  I knew I had to get tough or
die.  

Brothers and Sisters know that life in
Prison is pure Hell.  I gave my life to Jesus in
Prison but I fight for my life day and night.  I
almost died three different times.  I have been
beat up really bad by five different people.  I
was stabbed 14 times and my family was told
I wasn’t going to make it but thank Jesus I
did.  Three times I was hit in the head with a
can of beans and it busted my head open.  It
put me in the hospital for 36 days.

Young men and women crime does
not pay, drugs do not pay, wake up before it’s
too late.  You can die in prison.  Young men
get raped in prison every day by big dudes.  I
have seen so much in here.  I have been
locked up for 28 years of my life.  I don’t
want to see you young kids in here wasting
your life like I did mine.  

I gave my life to the Lord; he was my
answer to all my problems now I got a
chance at parole in 1/1/2014.  God really
blessed me with a better life and stopped me
from further crime and drugs.  

Jesus is the answer.  I see kids coming
to prison every day, some go home, some
don’t, and some die in prison; so please listen

to me.  I been there, done that, don’t pay;
wake up before it’s too late.  Give your life to
Jesus.  He’s the answer to every thing, he
loves us.  I cry out to young people every
day.  I’m hoping I can get out and start a
young people’s group to help save lives.  

      I hope this testimony has been a blessing
to you.  If you would like to read how others
in similar situations have experienced the life
transforming power of God please write to
me at the address below.  We now have over
100 testimonies of those whose lives have
been transformed by God’s amazing Grace.
We also have over 100 Con-tracts.  Please
send us your testimony as well.  We also
appreciate artwork and poetry to use in this
ministry.

Bro. Otto Ball
C/o Crossroads Ministry



P.O. Box 363
Hyde, PA  16843

Do Kids Who Receive Adult
Penalties Reoffend Less Often Than
Their Peers Who Are Treated As
Adults ?
Two recent large-scale studies indicate that juveniles
who receive harsher penalties when tried as adults are
not "scared straight." In fact, after their release, they
tend to reoffend sooner and more often than those
treated in the juvenile system.

Columbia University researcher Jeffrey Fagan
compared15- and 16-year olds charged with robbery
and burglary in four similar communities in New York
and New Jersey. Both states had similar statutes for
first- and second-degree robbery and first-degree
burglary. However, in New York, 15 and 16 year olds'
cases originated in criminal court, while in New Jersey
they were adjudicated in juvenile court. The sample
consisted of 400 robbery offenders and 400 burglary
offenders randomly selected. Fagan examined the
recidivism rates of offenders from each state after their
release. He found that while there were no significant

differences in the effects of criminal versus juvenile
court processing for burglary offenders, there were
substantial differences in recidivism among robbery
offenders . Seventy-six percent of robbers prosecuted
in criminal court were rearrested, as compared with
67% of those processed in juvenile court. A
significantly higher proportion of the criminal group
were subsequently reincarcerated (56% vs. 41%). And
those that did reoffend did so sooner after their release.

A 1996 Florida study authored by Northeastern
University researcher Donna Bishop also found that
juveniles transferred to the criminal system were not
less likely to reoffend, but in fact often had higher
rates of recidivism. This research compared the
recidivism rates of 2,738 juvenile offenders transferred
to criminal court in Florida with a matched sample of
nontransferred juveniles. Bishop and her colleagues
found that although juveniles tried as adults were more
likely to be incarcerated, and incarcerated for longer
than those who remained in the juvenile system, they
also had a higher recidivism rate. Within two years,
they were more likely to reoffend, to reoffend earlier,
to commit more subsequent offenses, and to commit
more serious subsequent offenses than juveniles
retained in the juvenile system. The authors concluded
that: 

"The findings suggest that transfer made little
difference in deterring youths from reoffending. Adult
processing of youths in criminal court actually
increases recidivism rather than [having] any
incapacitative effects on crime control and community
protection."

Following the same offenders six years after their
initial study, the researchers again found higher
recidivism rates for most juveniles transferred to
criminal court. The exceptions were property felons,
who were somewhat less likely to reoffend than those
tried in juvenile court, although those who did
reoffend did so sooner and more often that those tried
in juvenile court.

In an overview of all the research on whether the
stricter transfer laws are resulting in harsher sentences
and lowered juvenile crime, researcher Donna Bishop
cautions,"Unfortunately, assessments of the extent to
which transfer achieves these dual aims are few and
recent." The little evidence there is, however, does not



indicate that the laws are having the desired effect.
And there is some evidence, in fact, that they may be
backfiring.              Source Frontline PBS.org
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