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IF AT ONE POINT IN LIFE

My name is John Russell Howland.  On
the street I am known simply as Juggalo Jay.
Before I experienced the Lords saving grace I
wore a mask to make everything seem ok.  I’m
23 years old and now in prison for 11 years this
time.  Here is the story of how it all came
about.

I grew up in a broken home listening to
rock and roll and watching everyone around me
party.  I started getting high at age 12 and was
placed in juvy.  Back at home nothing changed;
I went from abusing my medications to
smoking pot with my big cousin who
introduced me to the biggest influence on my
life the insane clown posse.  I loved them tuff,
as a result of my drug abuse I was placed in
treatment centers and rehabs.  Slowly my
family started disappearing or so it seemed.
My real family was reaching out to me.  My
troubles grew as I grew up.  I started dealing
drugs, carrying guns; I was not the person you
hung around if you were not tuff.  

But behind this mask I was just looking
for acceptance that took me awhile to find after
several stints in the county jail.  I just wouldn’t
give in.  I had said the repentance of sinner’s
prayer a thousand times to no avail because
deep down in my heart I never meant it.  I was
hell bent; I just didn’t care about no one, not
even myself.  Face painted Juggalos and
Juggalettes were all I surrounded myself with
yet the Lord kept reaching.  Finally I caught
myself my first prison number for aggravated
assault.

While in jail waiting to be sentenced I
took the Lord into my heart and life.  I was

baptized after almost taking a man’s life for a
“Homie”.  I did the time altogether it equaled
two years.  I caught my current case once I was
out and doing what I knew best: women, drugs,
violence of all sorts and sin.  I almost killed six
people and received my trip to God’s Boot
Camp.  

The Lord works in mysterious ways.
The Lord has a plan for my life as is written
and His plan is unfolding as we speak.  
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I hope this testimony has been a
blessing to you.  If you would like to read how
others have experienced the life transforming
power of God please write to me at the address
below.  We now have over 100 testimonies of
those whose lives have been transformed by
God’s amazing Grace.  We also have over 100
Con-tracts.  Please send us your testimony as
well.  
   
Bro. Otto Ball
C/o Crossroads Ministry
P.O. Box 363
Hyde, PA  16843

Jeremiah 29:11

Living Bible (TLB)

11 For I know the plans I have for you,
says the Lord.  They are plans for
good and not for evil, to give you a
future and a hope. 

Prayer

Good morning Lord, I ask you into my life, to be my
savior and forgive me of all my sins as I forgive
others.  To create in me a pure heart and mind and to
remove all ungodly thoughts and behaviors from me.
I fully surrender and submit my life and will to you
and ask you to fill me with your Holy Spirit of truth,
thru faith, so that all my thoughts, words, and actions
come from you today.  I desire your will, kingdom and
righteousness both now and forevermore and ask you
to lead, guide and direct me in all I think say and do
with the strength to carry it out, so that I live, in full
obedience to you and that all I say and do today
glorifies you and your name, according to your will
for me, for my good, by the power of the Holy Spirit
for your glory, while hearing you and your word,
through sowing all good fruit of the spirit.  In Christ
Jesus I ask, thanks, love, and pray.  Amen.

Becoming a Christian requires change.

Becoming a Christian requires change.  We must
remove old habits and develop new ones.  This study
considers Bible principles to help us improve
ourselves: faith, love, repentance, Bible study, prayer,
avoiding temptation, and patience. God's word is the
best source of guidance for self-help and motivation
for self-improvement.

Have you ever had difficulty trying to change a habit?
Human beings are creatures of habit. We tend to
continue acting as we have acted in the past. Like a
river flowing through a canyon, the longer a habit
continues, the more deeply it becomes ingrained, and
the harder it is to change. This is true of all habits,
good or bad.

Ephesians 4:22-24 shows that major changes must
occur when we are converted to serve God. Old
practices and attitudes must be replaced by new ones.
Christians must learn good habits like Bible study,



prayer, love, faith, patience, attending church
meetings, giving, teaching others, etc. We must also
eliminate bad habits like foul language, uncontrolled
temper, gambling, drugs, smoking, drinking, gossip,
lying, pornography, sexual promiscuity, etc.  Knowing
what changes to make is not enough.  We also need to
know how to make them.  Change does not come
easily.  Since the Scriptures provide us to all good
works (2 Timothy 3:16,17), they give all the guidance
we need.  God's word is the best source of guidance
for self-help and motivation for self-improvement.
Before people are willing to act, they must be
motivated.  A sound sleeper is more likely to get up in
the middle of the night if the house is on fire than if he
remembers he did not brush his teeth!  Christians have
some of the strongest possible motives for changing.
Consider some:

Love and Dedication to God

Romans 12:1,2 - Christians are transformed
(changed) by renewing their minds (cf. Eph. 4:23).
To live differently, we must think differently.  We
must not seek to be like the world but to use our
bodies in God's service.  The Macedonians practiced
generous giving because they first gave themselves to
the Lord (2 Corinthians 8:5).  Changing our conduct
becomes much easier when we are totally dedicated to
God's service.  (See also Ecc. 12:13; Matt. 6:33;
16:24.)

1 John 5:3; 4:19, 9 - What motivates us to obey God?
Our love for Him.  What motivates us to love Him?
The fact that He loves us.  How do we know He loves
us? Because He gave His Son to die to save us. 

Love is one of the strongest forces in existence.  It can
move a woman to rescue her children from a burning
building or a man to lift an automobile that has
crushed a loved one.  If you are having difficulty
changing yourself, you need to learn to appreciate
God's blessings and mercy.  (See also 1 John 2:15-17;
Matt. 10:34-37; 22:37-40; John 14:15; 2 Cor. 5:14-
17.)

Throughout the day, in countless locations and in
dozens of countries around the world, Our Daily
Bread is read by millions of people.  And for every
person who opens its pages, one thing is always
true: It points to the joy of a relationship with Jesus
Christ and the timeless wisdom found in the Bible.

Now you can enjoy the timely stories and life
applications found in its pages. Spend time in God's
Word and find deeper meaning in each day's
Scripture reading.  Sign up today to have Our Daily
Bread delivered directly to you at no cost or
obligation.

We cannot process subscription orders for
individuals other than yourself.  If you have friends
or family members that would also like to receive
Our Daily Bread, please direct them to:

Our Daily Bread
RBC Ministries
PO Box 2222

Grand Rapids, MI 49501

The large-print edition of Our Daily Bread is
reserved for individuals who are visually impaired.
To receive a sample copy and application form,
please contact our office.
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