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I  caught  my  case  back  in  1993-
1994; I killed a man in Las Vegas Nevada
(Clark  County).   I  committed the crime in
mid December 1993 and I turned myself in
on  January  3rd,  1994  in  Virginia  Beach,
Virginia.
 I am now housed in Ohio because I
got  an  “Interstate  Correctional  Compact”.
What happened was there was an inmate
out here who was from Nevada doing life
so they switched us out to put each of us
closer to home.

My  family  is  from  Martinsville  and
Martinsburg Virginia.  My great-great-great
grandfather was the founder of  these two
places.  There is a cemetery there where
you can trace our family roots back to the
1700’s and 1800’s.  

My mom now lives in Alabama but I
got  family  in  Lynchburg  Virginia,  Norfolk,
Portsmouth and Virginia Beach, all  on the
East Coast.

I  haven’t  had  a  visit  in  12  years!
Most all of my family disowned me when I
got  life  without  parole  for  murder  and
robbery.  My mom and step Dad are all  I
have and they are both in poor health so
they can’t really travel.  

Me, I have been a screw up all  of
my  life.   I  graduated  high  school  with
straight  A’s  then  three  weeks  later  while
drunk and high on weed I  got  into  a  car
chase and shot at a cop!  Did 6 ½ years in
Georgia  State  Prison.   I  even  escaped
twice.  

Got  out  and  went  to  Virginia.
Bought a stolen car and ended up doing 1
½ years in Virginia Beach jail.   Got out and
moved to  Las  Vegas.   I  was  doing  good
until an old homosexual tried to put moves
on me and a friend, mostly the friend (a 15
year old boy).  So I went off and ended up
killing  him  got  charged  with  robbery

because I took a couple hundred in cash off
the dead man.

Been  in  prison  ever  since!   Since
being  locked  down;  I’ve  tried;  extortions,
running a store, gambling, and drugs, you
name it.  I got to the point where I just didn’t
care about nothing or nobody.

Due to getting caught with knives a
couple of times I got sent to the max prison
in  Ohio  (Southern  Ohio  correctional
Facility), Lucasville.  Lockdown and all the
serious  troublemakers  in  this  state  were
housed here.  

One day I got a pass to go to the
Chaplain (Kevin Littler).  I thought for sure
someone was dead.  But it turned out I had
“randomly” been selected to go through a
new program called “KAIROS”.  

Well  I  wasn’t  having it  that  is until
they promised three days of street food and
all the cookies we could eat and carry back
to our cells.  I signed up for the food?  God
works in mysterious ways for real.  

Anyway  Kairos  is  a  three-day
weekend  with  singing,  preaching,  games
and lots, lots and lots of great food.  

On  9-27-2004  I  broke  down  and
cried like a baby.  God and the Holy Spirit
touched me and I made a commitment to
Christ that day.

Everyone there thought I was nuts.
On graduation night in the visiting room in
front  of  over  200  people  from  the  prison
and the streets I broke down in tears.  I was
not  ashamed.    I  gave my testimony and
promised myself I would never go back to
my old ways.

Well  I  have  backslid  a  couple  of
times.   I’m not  perfect.   But  God always
catches me and pulls me back to him.  I am
doing forever in prison but God is doing it
with me!

I hope this testimony has been a blessing to
you.  If you would like to read how others
in similar situations have experienced the
life transforming power of God please write

to me at the address below.  We now have
over 30 testimonies of those whose lives
have been transformed by God’s amazing
Grace.  Please send us your testimony as
well.

Bro. Otto Ball C/o
Crossroads Ministry

P.O. Box 363
Hyde, PA  16843

Christ For Prisoners Outreach
113 East 17th

Baxter Springs, KS  66713
Working on making a book: looking for testimonies of in-
mates and ex-prisoners.
If you would like your testimony included please send to 
address above.  

The Gospel Tract Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 1118

Independence, MO  64051
Provides free Gospel tracts and a newsletter.
The newsletter often contains an article from one who 
ministers in prison.  

Prisoners for Christ Outreach Ministries
PO Box 1530

Woodinville WA  98072-1530
Impacting the global prison community for His glory 
through free Bible Study Courses.  

King James Bible Study
Correspondence Course
5311 Windridge Lane
Lockhart, FL  32810

Upon completing 8 basic lessons; receive a new 
large print K.J.V Bible with your name on the cover.

      

 

Something Beautiful



Something beautiful,
something good

All my confusion He
understood

All I had to offer Him was
brokenness and strife

But he made something
beautiful of my life

If there ever were dreams 
That were lofty and noble

They were my dreams at the
start

And hope for life's best were
the hopes

That I harbor down deep in
my heart

But my dreams turned to
ashes

And my castles all crumbled,
my fortune turned to loss

So I wrapped it all in the rags
of life

And laid it at the cross.

 The Roman Road

I had a pretty good opinion of myself
until a friend invited me to take a walk down
the Roman Road.  He used a single book in
the Bible to open my eyes to my relationship
with God, and I haven’t been the same since.

He warned me that the trip might hurt,
and he was right because he started by
revealing my real status before God.

For all have sinned, and come short of
the glory of God … 
Romans   3:23.

Then I learned of sin’s penalty.
F o r t h e w a g e s o f s i n i s d e a t h
…Romans 6:23a

He went on to tell me that God loves
me so much he offers an alternative called
“Eternal Life” …but the gift of God is eternal
life through Jesus Christ … Romans 6:23b.

Then he showed me how God
provided his son Jesus as a atoning Sacrifice
for my sin.  Jesus took my penalty!  But God
commendeth his love toward us, in that while
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Romans 5:8.

I wondered if God would accept me.
He assured me with even more good news.
For whosoever shall call upon the name of the
Lord shall be saved… Romans 10:13.

My friend showed me what I should
do to receive Eternal Life.  That if thou
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and
believe in thine heart that God raise him from
the dead, thou shall be save … Romans 10:9 

We prayed together, and I gladly
accepted God’s gift of Eternal Life through
Jesus Christ. 

  
I was a screw up all

my life!

    
John M. Martin Jr.
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