
John Melanson’s
 Testimony

Hi, my name is John Melanson, heir
to salvation and a child of God.   A brother
in Christ.  I am serving a sentence in
Canada that is the equivalent to life.  I have
no release date for my physical body.  That
is up to a parole board some day.

For many years I professed Christ,
He lived in my head.  The sad part was
Satan had my heart.  I will not glorify Satan
by advertising his crimes.  I will say this;
my crimes are as vile as Satan is vile.  His
ability to twist the mind and heart is beyond
understanding.  His presence is a rot in a
person’s heart.  That rot, festers and decays
your morals, judgment and reason.

I was arrested in February 2007 and
sentenced on July 4, 2011.  During the time
while waiting for trial, I decided to do some
studies of the Bible.  I prided myself in my
knowledge.  It was in this time God spoke
to me in His word.  Isaiah 48:7 and Isaiah
47:15.  He was telling me that my life could
have been different if I had allowed Christ
to get out of my head and live in my heart.

Today, Christ lives in my heart and I
am at peace even if He chooses that I
remain behind these walls the rest of my
life.  

1 Peter 5:7 tells me if I give all my
burdens to God, He will care for me.  There
is no sin that Christ cannot cleanse with His
blood.  To God All Sin Is Vile.  In God’s
eyes, A “white lie” is equal to murder,
stealing a pack of gum or a million dollars
still makes one a thief.  Sin is sin.  In Gods

eyes, there are no degrees of sin.   Will you
face God’s judgment or his Mercy?  I have
been washed in the blood and my sins are
whiter than snow.  Have you been washed
in the blood?

I hope this testimony has been a blessing to you.
If you would like to read how others in similar
s i tua t ions have exper ienced the l i f e
transforming power of God please write to me
at the address below.  We now have over 100
testimonies of those whose lives have been
transformed by God’s amazing Grace.  Please
send us your testimony as well. Looking
forward to receiving many testimonies from
those of you in Canada then together, we will
pass them on to the prisoners in the nations of
the world. We already have testimonies from
some in Zambia, Central Africa Prisons,
Thailand & Maylsia 

Otto & Jennie  Ball 
Crossroads Ministry

P.O. Box 363
Hyde, PA  16843

      Redemption Prison Ministry 
(Formerly Cornerstone Bible Institute)

Box 696
Cambridge On

NIR 3G8
Redemption Prison Ministry is a ministry providing
Bible correspondence classes, reintegration support,
assorted inmate services, and assistance to chaplains.
  The Bible correspondence courses provided to
Canadian inmates are focused on the contents of the
Holy Bible, specifically written and designed for
inmates, and available free of charge to any
Canadian inmate an their family members.

The Pen Pal program endeavors to establish vibrant,
healthy and enduring relationships between inmates
and volunteer writers. This letter writing provides a
safe outlet for inmates to express thoughts, fears and

hopes. Inmates often crave communication that is
honest, non-judgmental and positive.
  Pen Pals in the community support and encourage
inmates, and they learn important lessons about
inmates and prisons to be better advocates in their
communities.
Writers are matched with inmates who are either of
same gender, or with whom there is a 15 to 20 year
age difference. Additionally, inmates are
incarcerated in a different province than the writer.
Letters are generally exchanged once a month, but
can be more frequent if both participants agree. The
programme is offered to all Canadian institutions
from coast to coast that wish to participate. Often,
there are more inmates waiting for Pen Pals than we
have writers.

Prison Fellowship Canada 
Suite 5700

100 King Street West
Toronto, ON  M5X 1C7

(Pen Pals)

Bridges of Canada/Cons for Christ
Bridges of Canada Inc.
P.O. Box 3414 Station B

Fredericton N.B.
Canada
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       How thankful  I  am for  those  who
shared  the  gospel  with  me.  Though  God
sends people our way at  times it  takes a
crises in our life before we truly surrender
to his calling. Thankfully, God is patient and
kind,  gracious,  loving,  and  full  of
compassion.  I  was a volunteer  with  Yoke
fellow Prison Ministry from Sept. 11 2001 till
Jan.  20011.  I  have  written  to  many  in
prison. It is a joy and delight to do so. As
we  fellowship  one  with  another  we  both
come  away  better  for  it.  As  I  get  many
letters  from  those  sitting  in  prison,  I  am
richly  blessed.  God  transforms  lives  for
sure.



II Corinthians 5:17
Therefore, if any man be in Christ, he is a
new creature: old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become new.

 I well remember hearing an evangelist
sharing such a message when I was only a
young teen. I watched on TV as I heard the
altar call and saw all those people streaming
forward.  I did not understand much what
he said but I heard about a new life. Years
later, I would go seeking that new life that
he talked about. God has a way of sowing
seeds in our life and using them to open up
his word to us. I went to a church couldn’t
tell you anything about that message but
well remember the altar call because I was
looking for that new life because my life
was quite screwed up.  I did go forward that
day and made a commitment to Christ. I
started going to church regularly, read, and
studied my Bible. Now my problems sure
did not just go away, no things seemed to
get worse but God is faithful to his word.
My sins were forgiven and I had a whole
new way to live. The joys of having our sins
forgiven, that alone, oh what a blessing.
Then as we seek to follow the Lord, he
blesses us so. I was blessed by one man at
church because he had gotten saved reading
a tract in his sisters bathroom. So he well
knew the power of the Gospel.  One can get
saved by simply reading a gospel tract. Well
Dave sure found new life in Christ and he
had a love for not only God, prayer,
fellowship, he just loved people lost or
saved. He took me out witnessing and
passing out those tracts.  He picked a street;
I was none to sure about this adventure. As

I looked at that street, I thought for sure we
would be mugged or stabbed.  I knew two
whole verses of scripture so I acted on one I
knew by heart. God has not given us a spirit
of fear but of love, power and a sound
mind. With David leading, I found out to
my surprise some people would actually
stop and listen. Well it didn’t take long and
I too was enjoying it.  I found out though I
knew so little but I knew more than many
people for I knew the way of salvation
because I had already experienced it. Sure, I
didn’t have all the answers but that was the
good thing. For I couldn’t get lost in
debates or doctrines, no all I could do was
share how Jesus saved me and I wanted
them to at least know how to be saved.
Now that verse I knew too, whosoever
calleth upon the Lord shall be saved.  I only
needed those two verses because they
covered my need and theirs too.  I still love
and enjoy sharing my faith.  God has
blessed me so. Looking forward to seeing
all he does in Canada’s prisons and beyond.
  Salvation a brand new life. How thankful I
am for God’s word for it alone gives me
what I need. To others they might see all
my failures and my sin but thank God
confessed sin is forgiven (Psalms 103) and
God gives grace so we may live in true
freedom. If we continue in God’s word
Romans 12:2 promises a transformed life.
Praise God one day at a time seeking to
obey the word of God. Nothing is
impossible with God. By Otto Ball

  ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE TO
THEM THAT BELIEVE:    

John Melanson’s
 Testimony

To the Lord our God belong
mercies and forgiveness, though
we have rebelled against him; 

                               Daniel 9:9
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