
Lorenzo Torres Testimony

Hello!  My name is Lorenzo.  I am
currently serving a 25 Year term in prison.
Why?  Simply for committing a sin against
God.

I am not one to judge another for their
sin or crime that they have committed.  For no
sin is greater than the next.  I stand assured
that we all have sinned at some point in our
life.

I never thought that I’d ever be put in
prison.  After all, I was raised in a home that
was full of love; not to mention spiritual
parents, even two brothers who knew the
Lord.  At a fragile age of seven, eight, and
nine my brothers and I took our first
communion and were confirmed in a Catholic
church.  My Father and Step-Mother had us in
church each time the doors opened.  

I don’t know where I went wrong;
things seemed to be just fine.  In the year of
2001 I was married at the age of nineteen to a
loving wife.  One year later, our first son was
born, followed by two others.  I have three
beautiful children.  During the course of time
of my children being born, I was working full
time as a machine operator.  I was doing my
best to provide for my family.  Into the sixth
year of my marriage, I was picked up by
police at work and taken to county jail.  I
remember thinking, “what have I done”?  

Upon the day of my arraignment, I
began questioning God, “how could this be
happening to me”?  After all, everything was
going so well.  Once I entered into the
magistrate Judges courtroom, I was really
nervous.  I absolutely had no idea what was
about to happen until, I stood in front of a
television screen, and a woman appeared.  She

asked me to explain the reason for being here.
I told her, “due to the charges that were filed
against me”.  A blank look was on the Judges
face, this was insane, I thought to myself. 

Nine months into my county jail stay I
was reading my Bible, praying and attending
church while awaiting my sentence.  Boy was
I scared, I felt as if my life were coming to an
end.  I was really tired, tired of being in jail
and fighting the fear of coming to prison; so
terrified of coming to prison that I was under
watch for a week.  During that time, I cried
out to God, I said, “Lord I’m tired, help me”.  

It was time to go before the Judge,
while standing before the Judge, God had
caused a peace to come over me.  Though it
was time for me to face the consequences of
my crime, I was no longer afraid.

After receiving my sentence, I knew
that very soon I would be headed to a place
called “prison”, not knowing what I’d
experience; being that it is my first time. Upon
going through the diagnostics process up until
the arrival to my assigned unit on July 7, 2008
is when I had my first experience.  Needless to
say, I was not alone.

I didn’t know anyone or what to do, so
I began attending church services.  Once two
weeks had gone by, upon July 19, 2008; I was
baptized and accepted Jesus as my Lord and
Savior.  The experience was tremendous!  It
brought me to tears of joy, because of relief
knowing that Jesus paid the price for my sins
and that I was forgiven.  

Being filled with the Holy Spirit after
that; led me to fellowship with many and to
love them just as God did me.  Within two
years of being in, on May 15, 2010 I went
through my first Kairos walk.  This was the
most amazing experience.  Many people that I

didn’t know showed their love for me as their
brother in Christ.

My attending services on a weekly
basis became more powerful and made me feel
God’s love being poured into me.  It was a
love that I never experienced before.

In April of 2012, I attended my first
acts retreat.  This is a Catholic event.  I still
wanted to keep on experiencing more of Jesus
and have my faith built up.  Going through
this experience, opened my eyes to what Jesus
went through in order to pay the price for the
sins I committed.  Up to this day, His love has
never changed.

Throughout all these years, I admit that
when I took the stand in coming to know God
and His son Jesus Christ, my Savior I have
grown in my knowledge, wisdom and
understanding in trusting Him in watching
over and protecting me and my family.
Guiding us through the years ahead, because
of the length of time we have to be apart.

In life, opportunity doors are always
open.  I encourage for everyone to take the
stand just as I did and experience the love,
peace and forgiveness given by God through
His son, Jesus Christ.

An opportunity and experience, one
that should not be worth missing out on…….
… TAKE THE STAND!

    I hope this testimony has been a blessing to you.  If you
would like to read how others in similar situations have
experienced the life transforming power of God please write
to me at the address below.  We now have over 100
testimonies of those whose lives have been transformed by
God’s amazing Grace.  We also have over 100 Con-tracts.
Please send us your testimony as well.

Bro. Otto Ball C/o 
Crossroads Ministry
P.O. Box 363
Hyde, PA  16843



If you die tonight, do you know if you
would go to heaven?
Or do you not care?

                                                By Gene Veith
“If you were to die tonight, do you know for
sure that you would go to Heaven?”  That
question, or some variation, has started
thousands of evangelism conversations and is
the opening line for many evangelism
programs (especially “Evangelism Explosion”
started by D. James Kennedy).  T h e
conversation then goes on to “how you know,”
and it exposes people who trust in their good
works, or perhaps are just uncertain,
whereupon the evangelist can point to the
finished work of Christ and to the free
salvation He promises.

Today, though, according to a survey by the
Southern Baptist publisher LifeWay, over half
of Americans never wonder about that
question.  A Christianity Today feature calls
this “The Evangelistic Question That Died,”
but I’m not so sure that the evidence is that
people as a whole are no longer concerned
about their eternal destiny.

The breakdown of the survey results is
telling:  67% of Americans who never attend
worship services have never wondered about
whether or not they will go to Heaven. 
(Perhaps the general consensus today is that
everyone enters some kind of white-light
paradise–or that if we just die, that death isn’t
all that bad–so worrying about the prospect of
going to Hell is no longer as much of  an issue
as it once was.  Since those who don’t go to
church are the main targets for evangelism
efforts, maybe the question is not the best
evangelism-starter.)

Meanwhi le , 57% of “born-aga in o r
evangelical” Protestants also never ask the
question.  (But perhaps this is because they
have an assurance of salvation. Then again,
43% of them do wonder if they will make it to
Heaven, so maybe they don’t have as much
assurance from the Gospel that they should
have.)  Interestingly, only 34% of non-
Evangelical Protestants–presumably those
from the more liberal mainline church bodies–
never ask the question.  So 66% of “liberals”
do worry about their salvation, so perhaps
might be open to the conversation!

Significantly, only 36% of those aged 18-29
never wonder if they will go to Heaven, which
means that, despite laments about young
people leaving the church, this is an issue for
nearly two-thirds of them (64%).

The regional breakdowns are also interesting. 
In the so-called Bible Belt of the South, 50%
of the population never wonder if they will go
to Heaven.  (Again, this probably includes
both secularists and Christians who know they
will get there.)  In the lesser-churched West,
the percentage of those who never ask that
question is 52%.  In the Midwest, it’s 45%,
which means that a majority of 55% do
wonder.  And in the ostensibly secular
Northeast, supposedly the most secular part of
the country, only 31% never ask that
question.  Over two-thirds of the population,
including New Yorkers and New Englanders,
69%, the largest percentage surveyed, do
wonder about their eternal destiny.

Where will you spend eternity???
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I was baptized and accepted

Jesus as my Lord and Savior.  The
experience was tremendous!  It
brought me to tears of joy, because of
relief knowing that Jesus paid the
price for my sins, and that I was
forgiven.  
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