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My name is Mario A Melchionne.  I am
full blooded Italian, 57 years Old. I was born
on 8/3/59 and I’ve been incarcerated close to
21 years in California State Prison Serving 151
years to life.

This unfortunately isn’t the first time
that I have been in prison.  When I was
convicted for this present case that I am serving
time for, I had just been released after doing
close to 20 years.  Between the State of Nevada
and California.  So in a nut shell; I’ve been
incarcerated in these prisons for most of my
life.  

As a youngster I was in and out of
Juvenile Detention Facilities.  I began using
drugs at the age of 12 and became so obsessed
with getting high that armed robbery became
my forte to support a rather big heroin habit.  

My Mom and Pop was two of the very
best loving and caring parents on the face of
this earth and none of my behavioral traits
should reflect on how they raised me. They
were awesome parents My Pop passed away in
2013 from leukemia.  I’m blessed to still have
my Mom.  I have any brothers or sisters either
but I do have many cousins.  
Throughout my years in the prison system I
have become a gang member in here and
basically ruled with an iron fist for decades.
Then a new generation of gangsters hit the
scene and I was knocked off my perch of
hierarchy when I had a Coup D’état (a sudden
attempt by a small group of people to take over
the government usually through violence) of
sorts pushed down on me and I was stabbed 13
times and actually died twice but by the Grace
of God I lived.  You guys would think that I
would have seen the light at that pint and time

in my life.  However, I was determined to get
my revenge against the guys that had stabbed
me so I remained a member of this gang and
began dividing it up the middle creating two
crews that were at each other’s throats at all
costs.  This cost me many many years in
security housing units (A.K.A. Super Max
Solitary Confinement, The Hole).  

This specific saga could go on and on,
but to wrap it up on a good note, I had finally
had enough of being confined like an animal in
a cage.  So I made up my mind to disassociate
myself from any and all forms of gang activity
and formally through the prison system walked
away from that life style.  

I am now at a maximum security prison
outside of Bakersfield, California that provides
extensive opportunities to participate in
numerous self-help programs.  I am presently
attending A.A., N.A., a college course in
relapse and recovery, anti-gang and criminal
prevention awareness as well as one on one
counseling.  In being provided all of these
programs; I find myself really having a better
attitude and find my life experiencing a great
change and it’s like in feeling this change I find
myself motivated to seek even more happiness
and contentment.  So I started going to Church.
I attend Protestant services here twice a week
and through prayers with my Pastor, I asked
Jesus to forgive me for my sins and to come
into my life.  

I strive to live my life according to the
Word of God.  However more often than not I
feel as though I’m simply going through the
motions and that my heart isn’t completely into
how much I sincerely want to serve God.  

I don’t know how to explain this to you
but I steadily have ungodly thoughts enter my
head.  I continuously have lustful thoughts, I
struggle with abstaining from getting high and
drinking.  I catch myself getting mad at

different situations; all of the human melodies
that I guess I expected to just go away when I
gave my life to God.  These thoughts and
desires however are not discouraging me from
continuing to keep my eyes on God.   But I do
long to have people in my life that can
spiritually support my walk with Christ, give
me advise and help me with scriptures and
become my friend and confidant.  

“When you are dealing with difficulties
and you feel like you don't have the strength to
stand anymore, do not allow yourself to see that
as a sign of weakness, it is just a sign that you are
human. Allow someone who cares to be strong
for you. It is easier to be strong for someone else
than it is it to be strong for yourself.”

I hope this testimony has been a
blessing to you.  If you would like to read how
others have experienced the life transforming
power of God please write to me at the address
below.  We now have over 100 testimonies of
those whose lives have been transformed by
God’s amazing Grace.  We also have over 100
Con-tracts.  Please send us your testimony as
well.  

Otto & Jennie  Ball



Crossroads Ministry
P.O. Box 363

Hyde, PA  16843

The Roman Road
 I had a pretty good opinion of myself until

a friend invited me to take a walk down the
Roman Road.  He used a single book in the
Bible to open my eyes to my relationship with
God, and I haven’t been the same since. He
warned me that the trip might hurt, and he was
right because he started by revealing my real
status before God.

For all have sinned, and come short of the glory
of God. Romans 3:23

Then I learned of sin’s penalty.
For the wages of sin is death                               …
Romans 6:23a

He went on to tell me that God loves me so
much he offers an alternative called “Eternal Life”
…but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ … Romans 6:23b.

Then he showed me how God provided his
son Jesus as a atoning Sacrifice for my sin.  Jesus
took my penalty!  But God commendeth his love
toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ
died for us.  Romans 5:8.

I wondered if God would accept me.  He
assured me with even more good news.  For
whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord
shall be saved… Romans 10:13

.
My friend showed me what I should do to

receive Eternal Life.  That if thou confess with thy
mouth the Lord Jesus, and believe in thine heart that
God raise him from the dead, thou shall be save …
Romans 10:9 

We prayed together, and I gladly accepted
God’s gift of Eternal Life through Jesus Christ. 

The Mailbox Ministry
of Christ For Me, Inc.

Provides Free Bible Courses; With a variety of
courses, there is one that is just right for you.
Courses range from the very basic in Bible
instruction to college level.  Encompassing every
level of spiritual maturity, our goal is to provide
you strong biblical training.  There are no time
limits on when you must finish a course.  We do
encourage you, however, to be consistent with your
study and to work at a pace that keeps your mind
active in the things which you are learning.

The Ma i lb o x M in i s t ry i s a t r ad i t i o n a l
correspondence course.  A set of lessons are sent
through the mail.  After you complete the set of
lessons sent to you, just return them to Christ For
Me.  Our teachers will correct the test, then forward
the next set of lessons to you for completion.  After
satisfactorily completing all the lessons in a course,
a Certificate of Completion will be awarded.  Christ
For Me does not issue degrees or diplomas.  Our
studies are specifically to help you develop in your
personal walk with the Lord.  After completion of a
study, you will automatically be enrolled in
another course.  You may only enroll in one course
at a time.  The courses are offered free of charge.
Write today for list of courses offered.

Christ For Me, Inc.

P.O. Box 1694
Tahlequah, OK 74465-1694

Bethel Prison Ministry
PO Box 1286

Hixon, TN  37343
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