
Michael Latiker’s Testimony

My name is Michael Arzae Latiker
#305088.  I am an inmate in the Michigan
Department of Corrections.  Sentenced 5 to 20
years for 1st degree home invasion and like
many people I still would love to have
everlasting life and go to Heaven one day.  

I am 34 years old and like many my
life has been full of sin and for many years I
knew in my heart that I was going to die and
go straight to Hell for everything I have done
in my life.  However with the hope of finding
a way for forgiveness I started to read the
Bible every day for three months looking for
an answer.  Now over the years the Bible has
come into my life many times however I
didn’t take the time to read it or understand it
because mostly I wasn’t a good reader and I
didn’t’ like to read in the first place but now
being in prison, locked down in a cell, I had
nothing but time to look for answers.  

Romans 6:23, “For the wages of sin is
death; but the gift of God is eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord”.   Romans
3:10, “As it is written, there is none righteous
no, not one”.  Romans 3:23, “For all have
sinned and come short of the Glory of God”.
Ephesians 2:8, “For by grace are ye saved
through faith and that not of yourselves; it is
the gift of God”.

We are all sinners and fall short of the
glory of God and God lets us know that he
understands we will have troubles in life and
this he will forgive.

John 3:16, “For God so loved the
world that he gave his only begotten son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish
but have everlasting life”.  

Jesus Christ our lord died to pay the
price for our sins and that only through Jesus
are we truly saved.

Hebrews 11:16, “But without faith it is
impossible to please him; for he that cometh to
God must believe that he is and that he is a
rewarder of them that diligently seek him”.

John 14:6, “Jesus saith unto him, I am
the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh
unto the Father but by me”. 

Over time and reading and living the
words of God, have I become to have faith
that I am saved and I believe with all my heart
I am living proof that all can be saved.  Sin is
sin, we all live it, but few ask for forgiveness
and do their best to live by the word.

T i tu s 3 :5 , “N ot by works o f
righteousness which we have done, but
according to his mercy he saved us”.

Take the opportunity of a life time and
read the word of God for faith is hid within the
Bible.

Psalm 145:17, “The Lord is righteous
in all His ways and Holy in all His works”.

Proverbs 13:3, “A man shall not be
established by wickedness, but the root of the
righteous shall not be moved”.

Finding faith is simple, I have told you
where it is hidden… God bless all who
believe!

    I hope this testimony has been a blessing to
you.  If you would like to read how others in similar
situations have experienced the life transforming power
of God please write to me at the address below.  We
now have over 100 testimonies of those whose lives
have been transformed by God’s amazing Grace.  We
also have over 100 Con-tracts.  Please send us your
testimony as well.

      Bro. Otto Ball C/o 
      Crossroads Ministry
       P.O. Box 363
       Hyde, PA  16843

Shane Taylor (left) and Tony Grainger at St
Agnes Church in Easterside .

How faith changed dangerous
prisoner's life

A REFORMED Middlesbrough man once classed 
as one of the most dangerous prisoners in Britain 
has told how finding God has changed his life.

At one point, Shane Taylor was housed on the same
wing of Wakefield maximum security prison as the
notorious Charles Bronson.
Though he has now changed his ways, Shane is brutally
honest about the lifestyle that led him to be marked as
“dangerous” by the Home Office.
He recalls first indulging in crime as a boy when he and
a friend smashed open a phone box and took coins from
inside.
This theft marked the start of a 17-year campaign of
drugs, robberies, burglaries and all kinds of savage
violence.
In late 2000, aged 20, Shane was arrested on an
attempted murder charge following a stabbing in
Hartlepool.
The charge was dropped to wounding with intent and
affray but he received a sentence of four years and nine
months.
While imprisoned Shane, now 27, chose to fight the
system - by launching violent attacks on fellow inmates
and prison officers.



“I was trying to be the baddest and hardest man
around,” he said. “I didn’t care if I got life. I didn’t care
about anything or anyone. I just wanted to maintain the
reputation I had created.”
His dangerous reputation was heightened by a prison
riot at Holme House in July 2002 - for which Shane
received an additional four year sentence for the part he
played. The Home Office categorised him as a high risk
inmate and too dangerous for “normal” prisons. But in
2006, at Parkhurst Prison on the Isle Of Wight,
Shane met fellow prisoner Robert Bull, who would
change his life.
“This man spoke to me at great length about Jesus
Christ,” said Shane. “And I thought he was crazy.
“However, one thing he said to me stuck in my mind.
That he will never get out of prison, but in his mind he
was already free.
“At the time I didn’t understand what he meant by that,
but during my time in segregation I got a clear vision in
my mind of Robert Bull the Christian, and an
overwhelming urge to write to him.
“I described how I felt in my letter to him and that the
urge to contact him had been overpowering and he
replied at once to me.
“He told me that God was trying to touch my life - He
was trying to open my eyes but that I just didn’t know it
yet.
“Again I thought the poor man was indeed crazy.”
But on Shane’s next move, to Long Lartin Prison -
home of mass murderers, terrorists, rapists, drug barons
and other hardcore criminals - he walked into an Alpha
course, which could be described as a basic introduction
to God.

 On previous occasions, my "prayers" had been only to
save myself from prison, or when I was down and
feeling sorry for my plight when I had been in prisons
before.
This time it was totally different. I asked God to reveal
himself to me if indeed he was real.
When I stopped praying we started to talk. Suddenly a
bubbly energy seemed to start within me. It rose up
from deep within my belly, moved up my body and
through my chest. My emotions opened up and I found
myself crying.
The more I tried to control the crying, the more I was
unable to do so. I had not cried about anything for many
years and it was totally out of character for me.
As I cried I felt as though tons of invisible bricks were
falling away from me and I was shedding the weight of

them, leaving me feeling lighter and more able to see
things clearly.
At that moment I knew God had touched me, he’d
heard my prayers and with sure certainty he was real.
All the hate, anger and resentment seeped away as I
cried, leaving me feeling lifted. Yet I can remember
asking Eddie Baker not to tell anyone I’d been crying.
He replied that he wouldn’t need to because I would tell
them myself.
My prison life changed over night literally. My
complete change of attitude meant that I was no longer
being segregated, but that I was someone who could be
trusted to work in the chapel as a cleaner. I even rose up
to living on an enhanced living, which means your
behaviour is good so you get privileges.
This behaviour pattern was a surprise to both inmates
and officers alike. The realisation that both I and the
prison officers were equal human beings caused my
attitude towards them to completely change. I no longer
thought of them as the system itself, but realised they
were just representatives and ordinary men doing their
jobs.
People who knew me during my "previous lifestyle"
knew that I had many issues with regards to prison
officers and authority in general, and I would not have
taken the time to speak to them or share any of my
views.
Both officers and inmates could see I had changed
dramatically. At times I was mocked, laughed at and
doubted, but I didn’t care, I believe I was being tested
because of my new-found faith.
Two years ago I would not have dreamed that I would
be a Christian. Had I been told that, I probably would
have reacted with violence as I did to most things that
happened during my life.
However my faith in Jesus is now unshakable. I try to
follow God’s instructions, and sometimes I feel as
though I fail him, but faith keeps me going along the
right road.
There are people who feel they have done so much
wrong that God will not want them. They could not be
more wrong. It is those people God especially wants.

 FAITH!

The Opportunity Of A Lifetime….

 “Michael Latiker’s
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