
PREACHER MAN
Hello!  God bless you all!

Let me tell you of the great things that
God has done in my life.

I was born in Tennessee, we
moved to Michigan when I was two
years old.  My Dad died in an auto
accident when I was six.  I have two
younger sisters.  My Mom worked for
an auto factory most of her life, she died
of lung cancer when I was nineteen.

I never finished high school; I
used to run the streets with some older
boys.  We use to break into small stores
and we would take small items to keep.
Later on we started to take the big items
and we would sell them cheap.  We soon
met the dope man; most of our money
would go to him.  We would steal
anything to have dope money. We
finally got stupid; we got some pistols
and began to rob people on the streets.
We mostly wanted their cash.  This went
on a few years, until one day, do I ever
remember that day!  It was three of us
brothers, we seen this kind of older guy,
we had two of the pistols with us.  We
pulled them out and went right up to this
guy, demanding his money and his
watch.  Did you ever hear of the Special
Forces guys in Vietnam? Man!  We
done got the wrong guy!  

I wish I had a video of it all.  All
I know for sure is that he somehow
TOOK one of the guns, he hit me above
my eye with it, he shot the brother with

the other gun in his side, he knocked out
the third brother, I got up to run and he
shot me in the leg!  When we got to
court, the prosecutor had the jury
laughing at us!  I ended up with a 15-
year sentence.  

While in the Michigan prison
system, I had an older brother for a
Bunkie for four years.  He was kind of a
Dad to me.  He got me to study and read
the Bible with him.  I studied a lot,
unless the Detroit Pistons were playing,
I like basketball!  Oh, I did smoke some
weed at first but Jesus delivered me
from smoking, from dope, from porno
and lots of other garbage sins.  

I did 12 years and paroled.
When I got out this one church asked me
to preach to the kids, about my life and
Jesus, I loved it!  Then they paid my
gas, food, and motels to go out of state
to schools.  This one boy who’d been in
a lot of trouble listened to me and came
to Christ.  His Dad owned a big used car
lot, he gave me a salesman job and I’ve
done real good.  I treat the customers
with respect and I’m honest and fair and
they know it, they send other people to
me, God has really blessed me for
giving my life to Christ and for being
faithful to Him.  I hope some prisoners
might read this, don’t matter what color
they are, we are all of the HUMAN
RACE.

Although it worked out for me, I
do believe we all need at least a GED or
more for education.  

I do not want to use my real
name because I don’t want to be this
“FAMOUS BROTHER” or like that.

Oh, I did get married, God gave
me a MOST BEAUTIFUL wife and we
have three beautiful daughters too.  My
wife has made quite a few dollars in
some Gospel records she cut.  I am
blessed!

I want to give one little shout out
to my old Bunkie, who is doing natural
life.  I love ya Bro, thank you so very
much, I’ll have ya some money orders
(see, God blessed me, I’m also blessing
my old Bunkie).  Take care Bro, in other
words; “I’LL SEE YA IN HEAVEN
CALVIN!”  GOD BLESS!

P.S. I wear a suit everyday to
work, to church and when I speak to
school kids.  I only wear blue suits.  I do
this to remind me of the prison blues I
use to wear.  I also always wear a tie
tack in the form of a cross, it reminds
me of what Jesus had on His back and
what He did for me.  
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The Bible in John 3:16 says that God loved us
so much that He sent Jesus Christ to pay for
our sins.  Pick up a Bible today!

     This Con-Tract is © 2012.  However, we
invite anyone to copy its entirety for free
distribution. 



Alpha Prison Ministries

A brief introduction to Alpha Prison
Ministries. Bringing hope in seemingly
hopeless situations An exciting reality for
Alpha Prison Ministries is that just because
someone is living behind bars, does not
mean they are not free. It is not uncommon
to find those in prison who are more free
than many who live outside in what we call
society. You can see it in their eyes; there is
light, life, and the freedom that only God
himself can produce.
Rather than being hopeless prison situations,
God has demonstrated that his power is
made perfect in weakness. Our web site is
filled with accounts of people's imperfect
lives being transformed, and real stories of
the Lord turning failure into success.
Alpha Prison Ministries reaches out to
prisoners not only while they are in prison,
but afterwards as well, when they are trying
to integrate back into society. We seek to
disciple them and bring about the full
transformation of character that only true
faith in Jesus Christ can provide. We desire
to assist them in fulfilling God's calling for
their lives, whether in prison or out of
prison.
Prison ministries improve our society
In Michigan, it costs taxpayers well over
$30,000 per year, per prisoner. Nationally,
there are over two million people in prison.
Aside from the waste of human potential,
these numbers are a problem for all of us. It
would be easy to get discouraged, but our
God is bigger than the problem. Every life
we impact matters.
The transition back into society for ex-
offenders is challenging to say the least. The
percentage that end up back in prison, and

the fact that it usually only takes a few
months, is sad. Alpha Prison Ministries has
been successful in helping men break this
cycle.
This success happens because we have
people who will give them a chance and hire
them. It happens because we receive
generous support from people .. It happens
because we serve a God who changes hearts
and transforms the one who committed a
crime into a completely different person, a
person who becomes an asset to our society.
Take time though to reflect briefly on the
number of people in prison. Two million!
That is the population of a very large city.
Why so many? The mistakes that get them
there are not hard to make. It could be one
bad choice, or a single choice that easily
takes them down a path they never intended
to go. It could be Almost Like a Movie.

Alpha Prison Ministries
PO Box 9216

Grand Rapids, MI 49509

I hope this testimony has been a blessing to you.
If you would like to read how others have
experienced the life transforming power of God
please write to me at the address below.  We
now have over 100 testimonies of those whose
lives have been transformed by God’s amazing
Grace.  We also have over 100 con-tracts, tracts
written and art work done by con’s. If you need
more copies just let us know. We print them &
you can get them to others. We are co-laborers
for Christ.

 Otto & Jennie  Ball
Crossroads Ministry

P.O. Box 363
Hyde, PA  16843
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