
Ricky Carpenter’s
 Testimony

I was a straight up LOSER!  For
over 40 years I have not really been a FREE
MAN, I’ve been in and out of jails and
prisons or on parole.  I was filled with
hatred, I was vindictive, and I gave no
respect to anyone especially the law.  I was
anti-social to say the least.  I only cared
about ME!  I’ve been married three times
and it was me that destroyed each marriage
by cheating, lying, use of alcohol and drugs.
The only times I ever went to church was
when I broke into one to steal what I could.
I’ve currently been incarcerated since
October of 1989 for a crime I did not
commit.  I became even harder and colder
towards others when these charges were
originally dismissed yet they found me
guilty!

In about December of 2011 I met a
guy, named Jim in my housing unit.  He
spoke to me in love and respect; he would
explain to me that we are all born with the
sin nature.  Wow, that sure made me think.
I began to wonder how in the world a man
like me could get into Heaven.  I’m not real
old, I’m just past being young, I know
people die, they end up some place and Hell
was not a place I wanted to be.  Jim
explained how Jesus Christ paid the price
for my sins.  But, I even stole from
churches!  “Jesus paid for my sins”.  

I cried out to God, to just forgive
me.  I was not sure I was forgiven for a
while, but the more I read the Bible the

more; I saw the truth, I was saved and
forgiven!

In June of 2012 Pastor Andy of
Celebration Fellowship and a real church,
we have in prison, baptized me.  He literally
dumped jugs of water on me.  Some how
being baptized in front of all those people
made me feel I was a new man and now
dozens of people knew it too.

Since I became a Christian I can’t
wait for church services, hearing the Bible
being preached is like recharging my
batteries, they never go dead, they
sometimes go weak and need to be
recharged.  

My vulgar language is now sweet
with God’s word.  I’ve written some
Christian songs, I play guitar, and I smile a
lot. Here are only a few words from one of
my songs I called, “SCARS”:

“Out from a world of sin that tore
my soul apart, with just one touch of your
nail scarred hands, you’ve healed my
broken heart”

I hope my true story will touch your
heart enough to let Jesus into your heart!
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LOVE

Love is a very strong thing,
It brings you to tears, or makes you  sing.

And just when you think you’ve had your fill
 Your heart seems to move, and you know it’s real.

So many take love for granted
And when it’s gone, they become disenchanted

Love is made to fill your heart
But at times, it tares you apart.

I have a friend whose Love is undying
Though at times I’m sure it’s trying
He’s here and there, and everywhere

And in tmes of trouble, I’m sure he cares.

He said He would never leave or forsake me.
And when I die, in His arms He’ll take me.
I hope you know Him , His Name is JESUS

He’s here for eternity, and will always love Me
AMEN

By: Ricky Carpenter
I.B.C. Mich.

I hope this testimony has been a blessing to you.  If
you would like to read how others in similar
situations have experienced the life transforming
power of God please write to me at the address
below.  We now have over 60 testimonies of those
whose lives have been transformed by God’s
amazing Grace.  We also have over 40 tracts created
by con’s; Con-tracts. Send us your testimony as well.
We also would like artwork and poetry to share with
others.
      

                                Bro. Otto Ball C/o
Crossroads Ministry

P.O. Box 363  
Hyde, PA  16843

 The Roman Road



I had a pretty good opinion of myself
until a friend invited me to take a walk down
the Roman Road.  He used a single book in
the Bible to open my eyes to my relationship
with God, and I haven’t been the same since.

He warned me that the trip might hurt,
and he was right because he started by
revealing my real status before God.

For all have sinned, and come short of
the glory of God … 
Romans   3:23.

Then I learned of sin’s penalty.
F o r t h e w a g e s o f s i n i s d e a t h
…Romans 6:23a

He went on to tell me that God loves
me so much he offers an alternative called
“Eternal Life” …but the gift of God is eternal
life through Jesus Christ … Romans 6:23b.

Then he showed me how God
provided his son Jesus as a atoning Sacrifice
for my sin.  Jesus took my penalty!  But God
commendeth his love toward us, in that while
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Romans 5:8.

I wondered if God would accept me.
He assured me with even more good news.
For whosoever shall call upon the name of the
Lord shall be saved… Romans 10:13.

My friend showed me what I should
do to receive Eternal Life.  That if thou
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and
believe in thine heart that God raise him from
the dead, thou shall be save … Romans 10:9 

We prayed together, and I gladly
accepted God’s gift of Eternal Life through
Jesus Christ. 

Breaking The Law

When we break the Law there’s so much to pay and
when they sentence you there’s nothing to say.
Just catch that chain to a transfer unit.  Got time to
serve so you might as well get use to it.  Shavins
everyday and racking it up.  Shake down and head
counts, now that’s what’s up.
Turn out for chow in single file lines.  You do your
time and I’ll do mine.  Every man for himself all
dress in white.  Pants rolled up and shirts tucked
tight.
Three hots and a cot is what I got.  In the winter it’s
cold and the summer it’s hot.  Looking forward to
outside recreation. Nothing but down time, but this
aint no vacation.
Property of the state and man it sucks.  They took
my shackles off, but I’m still stuck.  Surrounded by
fences with razor wire.  I use to chase money now
it’s freedom I admire.
I’m guilty as charged in the first degree.  Doing half
my time before parole will see all a day’s work in the
Life of a Felon.  To parole or not; now that’s the
question.                                Written by:  Erick Judie
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