
 could no longer speak, he just nodded or shook his 
head for m

ost things. H
arry tenderly shared his concern 

and love for his dear friend, from
 there he proceeded to 

explain how
 m

uch G
od still loved him

 regardless of 
how

 he had led his life. H
erb listened intently as H

arry 
shared how

 Jesus C
hrist paid the penalty of his sin on 

the cross, so he could be a child of G
od. Finally, w

hen 
H

arry asked H
erb if he w

ould like to receive Jesus into 
his life, H

erb nodded positively. A
fter a short prayer 

H
arry turned to ask H

erb if Jesus had entered his heart – 
the answ

er w
as already rolling dow

n the cheeks of the 
hard m

an, as he w
ept tears of joy! A

fter that day H
erb 

w
ould often sit on his porch gazing at the church at the 

end of the road; a m
an at peace w

ith his G
od. T

hree 
w

eeks later H
erb passed from

 this life, and w
ent to be 

w
ith H

is L
ord and saviour in H

eaven. A
t last H

erb had 
found true H

appiness!
T

he last w
ord goes to A

llen, H
erbs’ son-in-law

:

“If you read this and you are not sure that you are 
saved, let m

e tell you…
you can be! Just let go of the 

w
orld and take the hand of Jesus. A

sk Jesus to com
e 

into your life and set you free from
 the bondage of 

this w
orld. A

sk H
im

 to forgive your sins and w
ash 

you as w
hite as snow

, and m
y friend…

H
e w

ill.” 
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A
t over six foot and 380Ibs H

erb couldn’t be overlooked 
by anyone. H

e w
as a m

an determ
ined to get w

hat he 
w

anted out of life; in fact he often said “the w
orld aint 

gonna give you nothing except a hard tim
e so you have 

to take it by the throat and m
ake it deliver!” H

erb also 
had a good head for business; and if anyone knew

 how
 

to m
ake a few

 dollars – H
erb w

as that m
an! In short, 

H
erb w

as on a m
ission to secure happiness in life.

H
erbs’ story begins for real in South E

ast K
entucky, 

w
here he w

as born and raised. A
fter the later part of the 

depression he served in the K
orean W

ar as a tank 
com

m
ander. A

fter m
ilitary service H

erb returned hom
e 



to K
entucky and found em

ploym
ent as a coal m

iner. 
H

erb saw
 an opportunity, and decided to get into the 

haulage side of the coal industry, so he bought the first 
of m

any trucks. B
y the 1970s w

ith his style of hard 
w

ork and determ
ination H

erb w
as the ow

ner of a fleet of 
thirty-seven trucks, and a m

ajor shareholder in a big 
m

ining com
pany covering four states. In ten short years 

H
erb had w

ent from
 having very little to being a 

m
illionaire. In 1980 H

erb w
as satisfied – he had m

ade 
life deliver, now

 it w
as tim

e to retire and relax.

Initially retirem
ent w

as good to H
erb – he w

as a happy 
m

an! B
ut things started to go w

rong in 1985 w
ith a 

visit from
 the IR

S. T
hey seized hundreds of thousands 

of dollars in unpaid taxes. H
erb alw

ays enjoyed a 
gam

ble, but really took to it big tim
e in the 1980s. he 

w
ould often leave hom

e w
ith only $10 and return days 

later w
ith thousands of dollars: but it often w

orked in 
the opposite direction too. E

ven though he w
as happily 

m
arried w

ith tw
o daughters, he also liked fem

ale 
com

pany w
ith his poker trips. Poker and w

om
en becam

e 
an expensive lifestyle, w

hich need extra funding. H
erb 

took to selling soft drugs to try and keep the finances 
flow

ing. T
o H

erb it w
as just another w

ay of m
aking a 

profit, regardless of w
ho it hurt. Y

et to those w
ho really 

knew
 him

, despite his hard exterior H
erb w

as a caring 
m

an w
ho w

as alw
ays w

illing to help a soul in need.
In 1996 H

erb started to behave strangely around his 
fam

ily; forgetting w
here he put things or even forgetting 

w
here he w

as w
hile driving w

ell-know
n roads. 

E
ventually in 1998, soon after a fam

ily funeral, H
erb 

w
as diagnosed w

ith A
lzheim

ers D
isease. T

his w
as a big 

blow
 to H

erb, w
ho had alw

ays been an independent 
proud m

an. H
is son-in-law

, A
llen, shared the C

hristian 
gospel of  the love of Jesus C

hrist w
ith H

erb m
any 

tim
es w

hich he alw
ays rejected:

“I know
 I am

 going to hell, so I’m
 going to 

live m
y life the w

ay I w
ant to live it w

hile I 
am

 here!”

Six w
eeks after his diagnoses things had progressed so 

far he couldn’t even feed him
self, am

ongst other things. 
B

y this stage m
ost of his so-called ‘friends’ had 

abandoned the big m
an. A

s you can guess, a nursing 
hom

e w
as not an option for H

erb! T
he once pow

erful 
m

illionaire that had controlled a business em
ploying 

m
any m

en w
as a shadow

 of his form
er self. H

e w
as now

 
dependant on his ow

n fam
ily for the m

ost basic of daily 
needs.

A
 m

onth before his death H
erb received a visit from

 the 
only friend he had left, a m

an called H
arry. It w

as a 
m

em
orable m

eeting of tw
o old friends. It w

as obvious 
that H

erbs’ health w
as w

orsening. A
t this stage he


