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THOU SHALT 
NOT BEAR 
FALSE WITNESS

 
In the book of Exodus 20:16 
and Deuteronomy 5:20 in the 
Old Testament of the Holy 
Bible, it is commanded, “Thou 
shalt not bear false witness 
against thy neighbor.
 
And Jesus also said in Matthew 
10:19 in the New Testament, 
“Thou shalt not Bear false 
witness.” 

 
What does false witness mean?  
In the Strongʼs Concordance of 
the Holy Bible, a false witness is 
defined as: “To be an untrue 
testifier, that is, to offer falsehood 
in evidence.” 
 
To tell falsehoods is one of the 
six things God said that He Hates 
in Proverbs. 
God describes this as “A false 
witness that speaketh lies, and he 
that soweth discord among 
brethren.”  Proverbs 16:16-19 
talks about this and the six things 
that God hates.  It would be very 
good to read it.
 
Now letʼs look at four more 
scriptures on a false witness:
 
“A faithful witness will not lie: but a 
false witness will utter lies.”  
Proverbs 14:5

“A false witness shall not 
go unpunished, and he 
that speaketh lies shall not 
escape!”  Proverbs 19:5
 
“He that speaketh truth 
showeth forth 
righteousness: but a false 
witness deceit.”
Proverbs 12:17
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These are wonderful scriptures to 
help us know what is right and 
what is wrong.

And the last one shows that we 
show forth Righteousness when 
we speak the Truth; and that is so 
comforting to read! 
 
So letʼs be a “faithful witness” and 
not say things that arenʼt true 
about anything!
 
In Mark 10, verse 19, Jesus also 
said “Defraud not.”  That means 
we are not to envy a person, and 
try to get the advantage of, or 
deprive anyone of anything.
 
We want to do everything that 
Jesus tells us in His Holy Word, 
donʼt we?
 
                                                
 
 

“Lie not to one 
another, seeing that 
you have put off the 
old man with his 
deeds.” 
Colossians 3:9
(You put off the old 
man when you 
become a New 
Creature in Christ.”)
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