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THOU SHALT NOT 
STEAL

In the Gospel of Matthew 
Chapter 19, verse 18 Jesus 
said, “Thou shalt not Steal.” 
What did Jesus mean by that?

Not only are we not to desire to 
take something that is not 
ours…we are not to take it, either.  
And we are to be aware of what 
we are doing; and be careful not 
to steal anything. We want to 
obey Jesus, donʼt we?  He 
loves us very much, and He 
knows what is best for us; and He 
tells us not to Steal.
 
To go into a store and  put things 
in our pocket or purse and sneak 
the things out and take them 
home, is stealing; that even 
includes taking candy from any 
store, or groceries from the 
grocery section of a store and 
sneaking them out and not paying 
for them.

To steal is being a thief 
and robbing something 
from another person, or 
even a company we 
might be working for.  
We know, if we break 
into some place like a 
house or a store and 
steal, we will be caught 
and punished.
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And some people may have 
been given the wrong change at 
a bank or anywhere, and not say 
anything or give it back.  Or if you 
forget to pay for something in 
your cart at the shopping center 
and you donʼt bring it back into 
the store.
These are all different ways that 
describe stealing.
 
We must be careful to obey 
Jesus and not steal or disobey 
any of His Commandments.  
That is what they are there in the 
Holy Bible for…to obey.  The 
Bible says, “To Obey is better 
than Sacrifice, and to hearken as 
the fat of rams!” (The richest, 
choicest part)
1 Samuel 15:23  (That is quite a 
promise!  (Listen and do what 
God commands and you will be 
greatly blessed!)
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else has, and take it for 
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Some people steal 
things from where they 
work and think they 
deserve what they took, 
and the company wonʼt 
miss it. 
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